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by the patronage with which 
you have condeſcended to honour 
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me, I venture to preſent my work to 
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Een; 
= | your aeceptance, and to aim atlex- | 
= prefling'm ' grateful ſenſe» of your 
[5k Modus in permitting me to in. 
15 ſcribe it Neth > art. 5 


c * , 7 3 


Af 75 e ho happineſs: of 
knowin gyour RoyalHighneſs's pub- ; 
lic character; and ſtill more thoſe who 
enjoy the fingular felicity of con- 
templating your many private vir- 
tues, will perceive and acknowledge 
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the juſtneſs of my choice, in ſelect- 
ing for a patroneſs one whoſe ex- 
alted merit ſhields me from my 
ſuſpicion of mean adulation, and 
whom the higheſt 2 would 
-fall very mort oF truth... f 


* 
5 
$ 

* 
1 
5 

2 

4 

8 | 

$ 

a 

8 


FEY . 3a 4 8 
0 


ü!) 


4 


1 | whom could the following 
ſheets with ſo much propr jet be | 
addreſſed (containing, as they do, 


the hiſtory of an amiable female, 


ö who, regardleſs of the adventitious 
diſtinctions of rank, practiſed the 
chriſtian virtues, in their whole ex- 
tent, with the moſt ſerupulous ob- 

| fervance) as to her who - derives her 
1 glory not merely from gracing a 
court, or ſupporting with dignity 
the illuſtrious rank in which birth 
has placed her, but in fulfilling the 
various duties of a chriſtian, a wife, 5 


a friend, and benefactreſs. 


Phat your - Royal Highoels may 


long, very long continue to bleſs 
and adorn this "iſland, encompaſſed 
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IN committing my 
world, and ſuhjecting 
help experiencing 
ou ſenſations of hope, fear, diſmay, 
and uncertainty; were it not for 


the happy privilege of inſcribing them 


to eee and amiable perſonage, 


A Az -- whats 


0 „„ . 
. name > graces my Work, for the 


kind encouragement of numerous 


friends, and for the indulgence. that 
has on ſeveral oocaſions been granted 
by a generous public to other candi- 
dates | for their favour, I -conld never 
have ſurmounted my dread of * 
before ſuch a tribunal. 
But, truſting to their 3 nature, 
Nr relying on the intrinſic merit 'of the 
book, a tranſlation of which is now "I 
fered to their peruſal, I am leſs fearfu 11 
of incurring! cenſure for the i imperfec- 
tions of ſtile that will be but too obvi- 
ous in my attempts to clothe; its beau- 
kful; iments in my native *. 
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20 Yet will not the attempty; L truſt, be 
deemed wholly unworthy. of praiſe, 
when: 1 affirm that a ſincere deſire of 


being ſerviceable to the younger part of 
my own ſex, by exhibiting. to their view 
a pattern truly deſerving their imita- 
tion, has influenced me throughout 
ha. ing * wok: 1 ee 
The 88 of 55 Ab mould 
duch beſtow a reading on this dts 
will perhaps exclaim againſt the. fdoe- 
trine of piety and devotion it ſo ſtrongly 
inculogtes ; to them I offer no argu- 
ments to recommend it; but, leaving 
them to the full enjoyment of all the. 
ſatisfaction their continual chaſe of. 
pleaſure can afford, 1 appeal to the 
F. who is anxious to ſecure her ; 
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Wr effential. to 4 5 ary — 
ſociety i in general, the practice of it in 
individuals muſt not be founded on the 


firm baſis of true religion? and all 


thoſe who early or late in life have 


drank of the cup of woe, which rarely 


paſſes untaſted by human lips, will 3 join 


in confeſſing it to be the only ſanctuary 
where they can obtain conſolation. 
_ Surely then they will not think the 


precept too ſevere that enforces this 


neceſſary truth on the young and ſuf- 
ceptible mind—that reſignation to the 
decrees of an Almighty Difpoſer of 


events, obedience to his commands, 
and earneſt endeayours, through his 
Aid, to gain : an Pn.” over the pat. 


"24 5 6 8 / ſions, 


0 * 

fans, and bring the f in conformity | 
with reaſon, are the only ſure meang 
of poſſeffing and preſerving that peace | 
of mind, and ſuperiority to the changes 
of fortune, which fix the pale of dit; 


tinction hetween the great and bead, 
the mean and vicious. 


3 Babe . wot af dg ho d 
vindicating a ſubject I from principle 
have made choice of. The name of 

| Madame le Prince de Beaumont. is too 3 

well known, and her attainments in the 

paths of literature too well atteſted to 
require it, or to need A e aun 
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are a ſfficient encomium on her judy: 
meut and diſcrimination, and an 5. 
ditional proof of her talents for con- 
veying inſtruction to that bn of 
youth when it enters upon the wide 
and oftentimes - dangerous theatre of 
life in the married ſtate; and though 


my fair countrywomen may laugh at 
my Aeon of their needing inſtruc- 
tion at a time when they fancy them- 
ſel ves emancipated from all reſtraint, 
yet they will find, that, to preſerve un- 
tainted the reputation that conftitutes a 
female's chief ornament; to ſecure the 
buſband's affections their external 
charms may have won; to ſerve. as 
an example for their future offspring; 
in ſhort, to be a character as perfectly 
amiable  ; as 18 the Marchioneſs, the 
2 4 heroine 
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| pj 
n ne of theſe letters, cir 
. ſalutary counſel will be : 
3 requiſite as they could poſſibly 
| earlier period. n, Artie 
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1 ears, aud 3 4 exterience. ” 
:TÞ-hallv..” en, the virtues of... this 
eſs 2 ord ined defined ſolely for the 
admiration of her πν family; but Pro- 
vuidence had. otherwiſe ordained. Monſieur 
du. Montier reſided in a ſmall houſes. the 
.exvirans. of which were, cultis ated. under 
his ot immediate direction 3 . d 
ſituated. three eagues from Sens, and near 
o f little; village, in which was no other 


95 accommodation than.s, miſerable i im. One 


day as he was enjoying the freſh air undes 
ome. trees, he was witneſs to an accident 
that befel the Marquis of , with © 


whom be had ſerved in the army in his 


youth. The chaiſe of this latter was,over 
turned ; in his attempt 10 extricate.\him- 
felf by jumping. from the carriage, he diſ. 
located his ancle, and having recolleded 
is old companion, lie readily accepted an 
invitation to his. tauſe, which was politely 


4 given him by M.duMontier., 5 He dass obliged 8 


10. remain <Q. fortmg ht with. is Friend, 
during which lime, 5 the Was fo captivated | 


(90 


SM ibn 
d noſſelle u Porter, Wen e n 7 


io atone forthe injuſtioe of. fortune, — 

5 52 of his hund. As le pofſefed great 
wealth, and was entire "maſter of lis 

actiont, her father's conſent was all that 
was neceſſary to the completion of M 


vibes; for her mother was at Ron, en- 
gagedl in the proſecution of a Inw-fuit. Mon- 
Penr 'du' Montier readily conſented to u 
marriage fo far beyond his hopes, and the 
Marquir, having ſome affairs i in Savoy that 


ke mats tis immediate Preſence, W | 


"their union and departure.” 


Ne young Marchioneſs, deprived of RY 
2 of embracing her mother, aud 


tranſplanted as it were into a world abſo- 
Tutely unknown to her, felt many painful 
anxieties: Her only comfort, amidſt the 


danger Jhe had to encounter, was derived 


from tlie counſels of this tender parent, 
oho, on her part, confidered it as both a 
1 and "vi 10 ene 15 ne 's 
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Tin the Marohiongh of. * * * 7 her 
n pe : oer. | 


My dear Mather, N ore e 


Wr em! deprived of the pollibiliy | 


© of imparting to you my doubts and 


fears? 'Could you know my dangerous 


ſituation, you would tremble for me. 
ducated under your on eye, in all 


the delights of a peaceſul and innocent 


life, J ſcarce know, even by name, that 


world, into which, by the commands of 
. father, 1 am ſuddenly tranſported. 
B 3 Feelin [a 
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Feeling the obligation of fulfilling! at 
once the duties of a chriſtian, RY 
and a woman of the world, every thing 
alarms and perplexes me: yam in a 
ate of the moft cruel uncertainty, Jeſt 

in my obſervance of any of theſe duties, 
I may fail in my performance of the reſt. 
I had hoped, under your immediate di- 
re&tion, to have learned that rare and 
happy ſcience, which enables us to con- 
eiliate ſuch oppoſite obligations. The 


7 


tate of our fortune, and my extreme 


youth, made me regard an eſtablifhi- 


13 4 


ment as very uncertain, or at leaſt very 
diſtant: my father 1 had imagined 
would have conſulted my taſte, more 
than the deſire men uſually entertain of 
aggrandizing their families. Vain hope! 
a fortune far exceeding my expectations 
decided his reſolution, and obliged - 
to give my hand and heart to a man 1 
Carte had een, of whoſe charkcter, 
virtues, or defects, I was utterly igno- 
| rant; ener in hort, whoſe exalted ; 

7 908 q * 3% - Falk. 


| (PI 

rank places me in the midft of a 1 
1 deteſt; and whoſe affections -I enn 
Ga hope to preſerve, by acquieſeing 
in the pleaſures and purſuits to which 
he is attached, Muſt I reſign myſelf to 
that world which Jeſus Chriſt declares 
to be his enemy? Muſt I, by lwing in 
it, act in continual oppoſition to him, 
or by withdrawing myſelf from it, alie- 
nate the affections of a huſband Wubo 
adores me? Every way is danger, doubt, 

and conſtraint. Could | you be my 5 
pilot on this tempeſtuous ocean, I 
ſhould. be leſs alarmed ; but I know 


| 5 too well 1 muſt not indulge that hope 3 


your infirm ſtate of health, what you 
owe my father, and your family, con- 
vince me you can only give me your ad- 
vices and that too rarely for my neceſ⸗- 
fities. Do not withhold it, my deareſt 
mother, point out to me the conduct I 
ought to obſerve. If I may judge by 
appearances, the Ma irquis, though ſub- 
e to many foibles, has naturally a 
155 54 5 good 
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nnen: ; the pride of i ank, 
ect. 


. ibns of" frat bare Bieta thou 
fand good qualities, without having the 
wer to deſtroy them. T me 1 
| ſhall expect your anſwer with an be 
ll tienee equal to my want of it: delay it | 
ll. not; Fintreat you; your rel 
| nefs ſolicit vou, as much as my 
nende bene, 
| 70 * Di £6 Lam, ke. 1 12 i 933 43 
DIGEST. 319-47 {bo buy n, SCH mon 
gt 375 e ; 
IB TI 04 4 3-344.2 | aki 0 5 
N Nas, ny deareſt child, An 
my anxieties: "they revive ine under 
| Mrs o danger that muſt inevitably 
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bens on Four | new. ſituation 
would have become of me, na h 
Wc led with. her brilliant for. 
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e 
her condition? a ſeducing one, indeed, 
to a perſon of her age! I ſhould then 
hape had to lament ber los; whereas, 
now, I have only to offer up my thanks 
and praiſes to the Lord. It is he, Who, 
removing from your eyes the fatal ban- 
dage that blinds ſo many of the preſent 
day, thews you. the perils and the emp- 
tineſs.of thoſe tranſitory. honours, thoſe 
frivolous pleaſures, and thoſe deceitful . 
liches. But, my dear child, you muſt 
not ſuffer your: fears to diſcourage you: 
that Almighty band that has raiſed yon 
from the middle ſtation to one more 
exalted, is able alſo. to preſerve vou 
from the rocks which every where in- 
feſt the ocean on which you are em- 
barked. Von are under the protection 
of Providenee; can you have a greater 
conſolation? Call 10 mind that great 
queen, whoſe hiſtory you read, with 
admiration; the incomparable Sher: * 


HS 


like bers Ha F SFO 2m re 


e act Se "Wy you le. 
ot fay to the Lord, Ton: Mhowbet Hut 
F 350 reg ar del n horror 7. pbmp 
| That e me. 7) truſt you will, 'my 
| dear child; and as you deſire my Ad- 
y vice, it wilt always be my pleaſure' to 
0 gixe it you, , doſceching the'Alinip ich to 
pretend to conceal from you! ary it is 
more difficult to work” out one's fabvaticn 
in the tumult of the world; than in the 
retirement to which you ſeemed deſtined, 
| but do not thence conclude” it to be im- 
poſlible. The hiftory-of : a Henry, a a Dhiis, : 
and an Eward; teaches us, that there is 
no fltuation in which you may not Tore, 
; ferve, and fear? the Lord: to do this 
5 Fou need but falfit the duties of Suk . 
| . ituation,” and be aſſured there is a 
- grace proportioned to the extent of theſe, | 
Thick God never withholds from thoſe 
Who implore it with faith and Inmility. 


218 


1 firſt « care miſt be, to gain the Af _ 
fections of your huſband, or, if you wilt, 
to ſecure them. Charmed with ſome 


- perſonal 


/ 


2 | 0 1 F ) 


_ .perſanal dtiraQtionia, you ſay he adores 
vou; if theſe. are the only foundations | 
for his. love, it will quickly be dimi- 


«nes 7+ £455 


«| niſhed by the habit of beholding you, 
1 perhaps finally deſtroyed; but 
there are other charms, over which 
time has no influence; theſe are thoſe 
of the mind; charms, which it cannot 
fail of poſleſling, - when it is truly virtu- 
cus. Study the character, the taſte, 
and the faults of your huſband, that 
you, may conſorm to his will. in all 
things compatible with the obedience- 
due'to your Maker. | You, will find no- 
difficulty; in practiſing this advice, if) you 
really love the Marquis, and 1 truſt 
your duty and inclination will very ſoon. 
a coineide on this point. You, are natu- 
rally grateſul; you. are indebted. to him 
for all that riches can beſtow. ; for vou 
he has ſacriſiced the wealth and other 
advantages reſulting from a. marriaz | . 
more ſuitable to his, ſortune : what can. 9 2 
i readily create in your breaſt Bait 
Bs 1 eee 
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our etl! Bit mult} de k. 
d by that eee God : I truſt 


8 they will never be at variance; but The 
means of keeping within thoſe limits, 


without -ahenating his affection, is to 


onvince him daily, and in the moſt _ | 


2NCES,.. that vou have no 
ter pleaſure than that of obeying 


5 bim. F 'requent opportunities will - *0C- - 
«cur, in which i in indifferent things! 70 
may kaerifice Nur inclinations to His: 


this mode 2, inſenſibly 


gives a wiſe a nt te be liſtened to in 
matters of importance; for the huſpand, 
accuſtomed to her docility, ſuppoſes 


ſhe bas juſt reaſons for ſwerving from 
It: he: examines, then 


this occaſion of repaying her wonted | 


conformity to his will. When you are 


under * re of e thinking or aQting 


2 con— 
2 wget 


em patiently,. and 
though they may not wholly convince 
chim, yet, unleſs be is the moſt unrea- 
ſionable of men, he will gladly embrace 


4 


. — then mildly remon- 
ſtrate With him, and by arguments con- 
vince him that the plan he is going: to 
adopt, though good, is ſubject to in- 


his own inclinations, while he is guided 
by yonr's. Should thefe methods falk, 
then have recoui 3 
tears. I dare venture to promiſe, my 
dear child; that fuch a conduct will al. 
ways inſure her ſucceſs. This is the moſt. 
eMential:point, and what women in ge- 
neral ſo much neglect: accuſtomed to 
the eager attentions' and blind com- 
pliances of a lover, they 1 imagine the 
title of huſband will diminiſh nothing 
from theſe affiduitics, fo flattering to 
their felf-love : they forget that the in- 
fant of —_—y" 18 that in Which the 


3 8 reign 


eonvenience: ; ſuggeſt ſome other means 

ceom liſhing his wiſhes; in Thott, 
bontrive, if poſſible, ſuch ex pedlients as 
wil make him believe he is following 


rſe to intreaties ahl 2 
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reign of he. men commences; and, our's 
ends. To Preſerne a ſovereignty which © 
they have carried even to deſpotiſm, 
they affect no other rule of conduct 
than their own fancies and caprices, by 
which they would likewife enſlave their 
huſbands. Some remains of love ſup- 
ports the poor man for a while, but his 
heart 1mperceptiþ] y revolts; he yields 
in trifling things from cuſtom, | polite- 
neſs, or the love of peace; but diſguſted 
at length with a commerce from which 
he reaps no profit, he ſeizes the firſt o- 
currenoe of importance to prove his ſu- 
periority, and to aſſert his prerogatiye. 
My beloved. daughter will, neyer reduce 
tbe Marquis to ſuch extremitics.; ſatis- 
ficd with the title of companion, her 
ambition will never lead her to. uſurp 
that of ruler, contrary to the order of. 
Providence, which has formed us for abe- 
dience But I forget that I have X 
ceeded the ordinary limits of a letter; I. 
"Py myſelf rconveating With my dear 
- child, 


( 


vita; and this pleaſing error pre vet 

my being as conciſe as her occupations, 
Perhaps, require. When they afford 
? oua few moments leiſure, employ them 
in writing to me, and be aſſured of the 
e affection of your tender mother. 
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| The  Marchiongs of * * * * to . Mo tor. 
My Dear Mother, | wi | 4: 52 7 : 45 5 


1 You letter bas completely refiored | 
my tranquillity, | It ſeemed. as if 
"the Almighty aſſured me, through you, 
that I ſhould not be tempted beyond 
my force. Let me often have ſuch ſup- 
Port, my dear mother, and do not be 
] afraid of making your letters too long, 
| my molt pleaſing employment will be 
to peruſe, and my greateſt care to 
Profit by them. We are at preſent at 
one of the Marquis 8 country ſeats; he 
"ould, not ſuffer. me to N at Cham- 
e Sas 2 


TS RA 

bery in 2 negligent [mannier, and has 
etaployedl every bodpubout me to fit out 
my watdrobe and equipage in a ſtyle 
fuited to his rank. I. take advantage of 
mis retirement to ſtudy his character: 
each moment confirms me in what 1 
Have already told you: he is wholly 

exempt from "thoſe faults that origi- 

nate in the heart: tender and compaſ- 

fionate, the poor never approach him 

without experiencing the effects of his 
Aberality: ſincere and. upright, be de- = 
teſts even the appearance of falflioad ; I 
without being profuſe, T can learn by 
his converſation that he prides Himſelf 
upon his wealth, and that his houſe and 

table are always open to people of 

merit. "Notwithſtanding | theſe good ; 
qualities, he owns he is not beloved, 
and that good breeding alone induces 
5 his neighbours to keep up any. ac- 
quaintance with him. He has eren 
been at variance with bis own family 
i ſome: yours; aud alt his relations, not 


excepting 


7s 2 . F 
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exe pting the Marchioneſs his mother; 
fee” him only once in a twelvemonth. 
Though he told me all this, I was 
careful not to teſtify the leaſt curioſity, 
but only obſerved how much I could 
wifh to ſee him upon good terms with: 
a 8 whom he allows to be 

Jed ie woman, but whoſe 


1 
— 5 a 


$9 I did Bot Nandh in need of 
abo to enable me to diſtern the 
eauſe of their alienatton. The Mar- 

| rally impetuous, 
#hich Frequently throws him: into vo- 
lent fits of paſſion, during which he. is 
no longer waſter of himſelf. Without 
| — object of them, by hoes already 


ded his debe wb be Was in 
this kituation, Which attention ſeer 1 ot 1 
re bim. Since oy germany __ 
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neſs: * woman — ) 


CW) 


him ol this failing, and, though at lis 
age, it may appear to be an arduous: 
undertaking, yet I no longer deſpair of 


accompliſhing it. I remarked that his 


anger was more or leſs violent, in pro- 
. degree of contradiction: 
he met with in thoſe moments of paf · 


ſion. It is, ſaid I, a torrent that ra- 
vages in its courſe, becauſe it is oppoſed 


we muſt allow it free vent. I ſoon had 
an eee of putting my ſcheme in 
practice: among the female attendants 
he gave me, La preſently; diſtinguiſhed 
one Who appeared worthy. of a better 
fate: the Marquis perceiving my par- 


tiality for this woman, and agreeing 


that ſhe deſerved it, has ſtyled her ever 


fince my favourite: he gave her ſome 


commiſſions before me, which ſhe exe- 


cuted with extreme punctuality. The 
next day, however, he pretended ſhe 


nad acted contrary to his orders in ſume 
particular; he told her of it with calm- 


.* 
ing 
f 


nl | | | f to 


convince him e eg threw | 
aus hto a violent fury. I inquired of 
àfootman the caùſe of the diſturbance, 


and being informed of it, I inſtantly re- 
paired to the Marquis's apartment. On 
my way thither I trembled exceedingly; 
but my ſtrength had nearly forſaken me 


when I beheld my buſband. Ah! my 


le , is it poſſible that paſſion 
e us? His eyes ſparkled 


. with fury, his breaſt laboured with in- 
articulate |. tou Tas. * he | trembled * with 


agitation, and bit the head of his cane 
with paſſion. Iimplored the Almightyto 
ſtrengthen me, and without liſtening to 
the woman's defence, 1 deſired her with 


and the houſe, fince ſhe bad the auda- 


| eity | to ſtand contradicting her ma ſter. 
I then exaggerated her fault to the Mar- 
quis; I even exhorted him not to ſuffer 


ſuch people to dare to contradict him 
Iniiprop ortion as I raiſed my voice, he 


ered his com 


50 ure ſufficientiy to 
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Were all trifles. I ee wee 
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be in te wr n TY nee ted to 
— immediate diſmiſſal, be 
„ee 2 - a lothing 


ol Uiputée; he therefore defied me to 
give him my real ſentimer 
1 Leas ſpmeüme before L | cowl comph. 


Nen — mod need him 
he was wrong: I then ventured"toveny 
merate the various ocou W that 
_ eeeafioned his ill. humour fin 1 
been in Savoy, u 


ottuſion vile en bt en 


Hina — 7 


02 
e me remainder of the day ab- 
ſorbed in melancholy thought. In the 


told me he had-refle&ted ſeriouſiy on 
The many foll ies his impetu wlity had led 


him to commit; that he well knew the 


importance of oorrecting this fault, 
but feared his utmoſt off 
be unavailing to conquer "RY — 


\ To6ted habits; that he hoped in time to 


accompliſh” it, provided I would aſſiſt 
kim in the undertaking. I encouraged 
him as much as poſſible to perſevere in 


this laudable refolution, fince- which 


time he has been twice upon the point of 
| flying in een Wut no ſooner per- 
than quitting me abruptly, he went 
into the garden. An old valet de 
chambre who. has lived v 


acquainted-with his haraiſter, chanced 
ain partment the firſt time I 
F to. Warn * maſter by 10 
| look 
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6 * extainty of What he wor 


be, 1 can anſwer for my maſter, hat! | 


Wogan — PCT — 


if he could but !getith 


Do: Jo We 1 


| * motions did not der, 
his obſervations; and às he knows the 
firſt impulſe is onlyito be dreaded in 
the Marquis, he imagined he had with 
drawn himſelf to regain; his compoſure. 
1-35udged very differently, and feared I 
had incurred his diſpleaſure: en Me 
my gouf d æil, I weed ente and 
epnfounded; this faithful fervar 
ceived my terrors, and in e warmth 


ſeet, his eyes gliſtening; with bears of. F 


joy: reaſſure yourſelf, Madam, ſaid; 


net only he will not be diſpleaſtd at 


what you have done, but I-may-vonturs\ 


to. predict you will i in timeaayre Fre 


paſſiqns, he would. bee ana. TY 
happineſs, A Ws hoſt. of eee for 'Y 


* 1 * — 0 
1 4 1 
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nate failing poiſoned.all his Alive 
was ſomewhat -. comforted by this diſ- 


| courſe, and mingled my tears with 


thoſe of this man whom I cannot help 
reſpecting, indeed his affection for 
his maſter exalts him above his condi- 


tion. I patiently. waited the Marquis's 


return, which happened about a quar- 


ter of an hour after. He entered with 
a ſerene countena 


| mm baba obtained. He has 0 con- 
fince; Si j hn extreme, my —_ 
thing promiſes well for the future. Butz 
my dear mother, while he is labouring 
to correct his faults, ought I not to dread 
contracting thoſe from which your-couns. 
ſels have hitherto, preſerved me. I am 
terrified at. the ſums expended for m 7 
ckeſs; God will ſurely exact. an accognt 
of this money which might have . ra- 
| mites o many Hilſradſcc ba how, 


CS, and embracing | 
me, [congratulated himſelf, upon the 
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no angrentation, as they have ever 


I remain, &c. | F 
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The aleo, fo the preceding. 


1 quis will ſoon. be metamorphoſed into a 


vo creature. You have acquired the 
art of taming his paſſion, in time you 


will ſabdue it; every thing will yield to 
gentleneſs ; and Eternal Wiſdom has, 


With truth, aſſured us, that the meek. 


ſpirited ſhall poſſeſs the earth; a do- 


minion ſo much the more flattering as | 
= they exerciſe it by the voluntary conſent 


of all men. Conquerors make ſlaves 


Who obey them from compulſion, but 


who ſeize the firſt opportunity to 
throw off their yoke ; gentleneſs, .. oz 


the contrary, lays a more ſolid found | 4 


tion for government, as th oſe wi 


Vor. 1. CT 25 whom 4 


led with your kindneſss. 


PEAR not, my * child, 8 an «a 
you have begun, and our dear Mar- 


> ISL 


et 1 rr 3 you — to the | 
Marquis's will; you muſt not yet ex- 
pect he, will prefer your taſte to bis 
own: a. day will come, and I hope ere 
Jong, when you can rectify his opinions 
as to the cuſtoms of the age, and he 
weill then readily: incline to your juſt = 
'aviſhes. In the mean time adhere ſtea- 
dily to the following rules: never dreſs 
in an indecent manner, or fo as to 
ound the niceſt modeſty; and have no 
other object in view but the deſire . "nl 
pleaſing your huſband. While you ob- 
ſerve theſe injunctions you may reſt 
Perſectiy ſecure. I amuſe myſelf with 
the idea of the fatigue you muſt undergo 
from the duties of the toilette. My dear 
child will find it an irkſome taſk to be 
chree hours before a glaſs under the 
hands of a waiting maid ; yet this is too 
commonly the favourite occupation of 
moſt of the Preſent day. T0 mo it 
We” | N 1 
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Wh — let one of your women 
read to you ſome inſtructive bock during 
this unprofitable labour; you will thus 
beguile the time in a uſeſul manner, and 
make thoſe improvements in gar 
ſo requiſite at your age. 
Farewell, my deareſt child, I Pang 
brace you and the Marquis a thouſand 
times: if he perſeveres as he has begun, 
1 believe he will beceme your So bay 
m affections. | 
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My Dear Mother, 


h AT. len gth I am at leiſure 0 enjoy. 
_ tranquillity ; alone in my cloſet, 4 
van now. repoſe myſelf, and. converſe. 
with you on the dreadful fatigue. I haye 
| undergone for this laſt fortnight. Such, 
then, is the world! the darling object 
of the deſires and wiſhes of ſo many: 
changing the order of nature,, going to 
. when the ſun riſes, getti g up, when 
C 2 BEE 


6269 
it ſets? dbtoting fix hours to Latisfy the 
calls of hunger, when half an hour 
would ſuffice ; nailing oneſelf to'a card 
table to derange i in one night the affairs 
of a whole year, experiencing alter. 
natel) y hope, fear, joy, and deſpair; 
ſupporting an unintereſting converſation 
of three hours, confiſting, for the moſt 
part, of ſenſeleſs jargon : this is a ſketch, 
my dear mother, of the very agreeable 
occupations in which I have been in- 
ceſſantly engaged ſince your laſt letter. 
I feared I ſhould want moderation in the 
enjoyment of what the world calls plea- 
ſure, but now I begin to think I ſhall 

Rand in need of patience. Are ſuch 

amuſements deſigned for rational beings, 

and muſt J paſs the greateſt part of my 
life without making uſe of my reaſon ? 
| for indeed it is abſolutely contrary | to it, 
to conform to ſuch practices. How often 
did I call to mind thoſe happy moments 
when my father, ſurrounded by his nu- 
merous family, converſed with us on 
| the 


110 
the wonders of nature; 4 illuſtrated to 
our obſeryation the cauſes of the riſe 
and fall of the greateſt empires, eluci- 
dated by the ſtriking events recorded 1 in 

hiſtory; when we looked up to him as 
to a friend ever ready to anſwer our in- 
| quiries, and to approve. or rectify our 
' remarks; then hours paſſed like minutes, 
now minutes appear hours; I muſt, 
however, accuſtom n 
of life, the Marquis's taſte muſt regulate 
mine. When we arrived at Chambery, 
we alighted at the Counteſs de Men- 
_ thon's, and for ſome time I was incapable 
of obſerving any thing around me:. T he 
eyes of a whole company, aſſembled on 
the occaſion, were rivetted upon me: 
I felt myſelf deficient of that eaſe which 
- 1 obſerved i in all the other ladies. The 
; Marquis interrupts me; he ſays he miſ- 
truſts my ability to paint a ſcene, in 
_ which. I doubtleſs performed a con- 
N ſclrained and ridiculous Part. He takes 
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© The Marguis in coninnation. 

No, Madam, I do not miſtruſt your 
amiable child's ability, but I appre 
Bend her mode y will not permit her 
to $ tell you the Humber of rivals this 


arance gave me, where ſhe 
25848104 herfelf in ſuch a manner as 
te en the admiration of the whole 
company. She looked beautiful as an 
angel, Wt J declare to you, far out- 
ſhone the moſt ſplendid dreſs F was ca- 
pable of inventing for her. Her air of 
modeſt diffidence was wholly free from 
awkwardneſs or embarraſſment : though 
her agitation was exceſſive. When we 
alighted from the carriage, ſhe entreated 
me with an ardent preſſure of the hand 
not to leave her for a moment, but to 
inform her by my looks if the aid any 
| 23 CL * 
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_ thing. contrary to etiquette. The eyes 
of the whole company were indeed 
fixed upon her, as ſhe has already told 
you, but ſhe forgot to add that they ex- 
preſſed entire ſatisfaction, and that 
mine, which ſhe conſulted every mo- 
ment, betrayed no little pleaſure at this 
firſt impreſſion ſhe had made. Madame 
de Menthon and her amiable daughter - 
having ſeated her between them, and all 
the company being arranged, your 
. charming child completed her conqueſt 
of all hearts. by the elegant propriety 
and decorum of her behaviour: the em- 
barraſſment ſhe. pretends to have ſelt, 
was perfectly imperceptible to me, and 
every one elſe. I was beſieged with 
compliments from all fides; but that 
you may eſtimate them as they deſerve, 
I will unfold to you in two words, my 
dear Madam, the character of our Sa- 
voyards. They are unſkilled i in the art 
of expreſſing ſentiments foreign to their 
hearts, and their words are always the 


C 3 faithful 


Gilhful ee "oy r-thoie" arb : 
The ladies are ever ready to admit the 
ſaperiority of beauty in others, and 
never ſtrive, by finding out imaginary | 
defects, to eclipſe the real perfections 
of ſuch as poſſeſs it. Judge, therefore, 
how delighted I-muſt be with the en- 
comiums beſtowed on my choice. My 
charming wife continues to merit them 
more and more. I had no occaſion to 
read her letter to be cenvinced, that Iam 
indebted to her amiable diſpoſition forthe 
evenneſs of - temper ſhe bas invariably. 

_ diſplayed during a round of amuſements 
ſo uncongenial with 'her-: inclinations, 
I am infinitely. obli ged to her ſor it, and 
| have calmed her fears for the future: it 
was her coming that occaſioned the 
tumultuous ſeaſts ſo fatiguing to her, 
more rational diverſions will now ſuc- 
ceed. We muſt always ſacrifice to 
the taſte of the greateſt number, and 
I expect this from her own good. ſenſe, 
aided * your advice. Nothing can 
Al a9 : exceed 


2. 


(3.0 


exceed the rechen of that © 
mn your: preceding letters, the peruſal of 
which would have augmented my re- 
ſpect and attachment for you, had not 
they attained their heighth from the hour 


I was united to your lovely eee 


1 leave her to Sou, her 4 


8 * : 0 {3 
0 _w 


a thin. you lh agree Wo s 
dent mother, that I have here. ſufficient 
food for vanity ; but I well-know: the 
ſource of the encomiums the Marquis 
7 laviſhes upon me: his love is the micro» 
ſcope through which he views my good 


qualities, no wonder then he ſhould 
exaggerate them. It ſhall be my con- 


fant endeavour to become what he 
thinks me; and as. he obſerves, your 
advice only can enable me to acquire 
that knowledge of the world which is 
conſiſtent with good ſenſe, and the per- 
formance of my other duties. I like: 


your ſeeret for beguiling the weariſome- 


neſs of my toilette; one of my women 
reads to me, during that time, the Ro- 


> Ss. man 
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Mtquis Alis on — — at this 
reading, and we often interrupt her 

With our mutual reflections: When will 
he happy moment arrive When 8 
nn be added to them. 

I fogot to tell you that the Niargub 
bas ſeriouſly defired me to apply myſelf 
10 cards; and indeed ſince my intro- 
Action to the world, I conceive the 
2 Hereffity for this application ; for they 
85 fill up the largeſt portion of time al- 
lotted to ſociety. I ſhall, however, never 
bring myſelf to like ſo frivolous an amufe- 
ment, and it is only in obedience to him 


that I am | induced to take ſome leffons 
in it. 


1 am, &c: 


+ ® The Ange, to the preceding 
91 My Dear Child, 


; AM at no lots 10 conceive the FI | 
your new mode of life muſt have oc- 
= T caſioned 


1 35 Ty 
cafioned.you; and notwithſtanding what 
the Marquis ſays, I have no doubt of the 
embarraſſment you felt on your firſt viſit: 
| Irejoice you went throught with ſo much 


credit. When you reflect on all vou 


have ſeen for this laſt ſortnight, and 
your feelings in conſequence, you aſk 
me, if ſuch is the world that conſti- 


tutes the object of the defirgs and wiſhes 


of ſo many? Not entirely, my dear 
child, you bave as. yet ſeen only the 
rind of it, if I may uſe the term. Such 


as it bas appeared to you, it- may be- 
come the favourite object of a young x 
cation than what reſults from a lile of | 


perſon: who imagines no hi 


diſfipation: it may alſo be the idol: of 


thoſe in whom we Happeſe an immortal 


ſoul, though they give no exterior proof 
of their poſſeſſing one: but it will al- 
ways be diſguſting, I do not ſay to 


Chriſtians only, but to people of ſenſe. 
Do not hence ſuppoſe that I rank in one 


class of e, minds, all who follow 


WEE FUE after 
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after pleaſure ; no, my child, it is ſome- 
times wiſdom's part to yield to folly 75 
her votaries compoſe by far the greateſt, 
| number, and claim ſome allowance and 
indulgence. Happy would it be, had we 
önly to combat the contempt the world: 
Inſpires.” 1 wilt not prematurely un- 
fold to you that criminal part of it, 
with Which you wilt but too foon be- 
come acquainted ; for that you muſt re= 
ferve your indignation.” I am delighted 
with the Gatteiption' the Marquis gives 
me of the Savoyards ; ; Amon gt people 
of ſueh a character, you will doubtleſs 
find'many who coriform to eſtabliſhed 
cuſtonis from yoot ſenſe rather than in- 
clination ; endeavour to contract an 
intimacy with ſuch, though without 
diminiſhing your indulgence for the 
caprices of the reſt, as long as they are 
devoid of blame, and only merit the 
appellation of tireſome. In a circle of 
ladies, I would have you analyze a new 
head- dreſs, and l upon it with a8 
e 8 much 
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much earneſtneſs as the reſt; liſteft 
with eomplacency to the irkſome details 


of the domeſtic concerns of one, from 
another receive with patient affability 
the account of her children's cleverneſs, 
the catalogue of complaints from a third, 

and let them be perſuaded you ra 
amuſed with their converſation. Many 


of theſe poor women are incapable. of 


ſupporting any other: how cruel then 
to rob them of the pleaſure of talking 
on the only ſubjects ſuited” to their ca- 


pacity. My dear child, I am thus 


ſtrenuous for yielding to the weakneſs 
of others, becauſe I think nothing {6 
ridiculous or troubleſome in ſociety as a 
woman, eſpecially . a young one, who 


ſets up for a reformer, and is eager to 


erect her own taſte as the univerſal 


flandard, I would much rather endure - 


the frivolity of an unintereſting conver- 


fation, or, to-uſe your own expreſſion, of 


a ſenſeleſs j Jargon of words, than be-in 
company ith thoſe nt wits, who 
e take 
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% 
take every opportunity ol exhibiting | 
their own ſuperiority. 

Farewell, my beloved child, Loaf 
aur 6 to-the OO $ letter. 


Madame du Moxrren 3 70 the Margie 


of * * *. 

Sir, 
I WAS' not a little ſurpriſed to learn 

the ſucceſs which attended my dear 
ohild's- firſt entree into- life ;: for-it muſt 
| be owned, that to a young perſon edu- 
cated in retirement, the firſt introduc- - 
tion is highly diftreſling : but how great 
will be her progreſs in improvement 
ſince ſhe has the happineſs of having 
vou for an inſtructor! That eaſy polite- 
neſs which at firſt fight diſtinguiſhes 
the perſon of rank and education, ſhe 
will ſoon acquire by living with one, 


who of all others knows and practiſes 
it the bed. 7 


1 hope 


LE, 


S0 hope my daughter will improve 
daily by following your example, and. 
though that alone __ enſure her pro- 


ficiency, yet in complianee with your 


wifhes I will. certainly affiſt her with: N 
advice. 
remain, * 


* From the Marchimneſ of * 1 «© 10 Mes L 


dame du MON TIER. 


laſt letter had determined the Marquis 
td grant me the long. wiſhed for hap- 


pineſs of embracing you, and you will 
readily conceive the eagerneſs: with 


which 1 made Preparations for a Journey, 


2 . "Sy laſt letter of Madame du Mon- 


tier to the Marchioneſs, and this, there is an ins 
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JEVER had I fo much oecafion för 
the practice of ſubmiſſion to the 
will of Heaven; it enjoins the ſacrifice 
of what I moſt ardently defired. Vour 
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4 
that was to convey me once more to the 
quis ſeconded my impatience: ah! could 
we foreſee the inſurmounable obſtacle 
which Providence has e to our 
intentions? 

Count c. *, one of the A 
noblemen whom the King of Sardinia 
has appointed to accompany his new 
Queen, has always paid me the moſt 
marked attentions. Theſe I attributed to 
his great regard for the Marquis, as they 

have long been intimate friends; and 
without ſcruple obeyed the commands 
of this dear huſband, to treat him with 
diſtinguiſhed regard, particularly as 1 
thought him poſſeſſed of ſuperior merit, 
little conceiving the pain I was pre- 
paring for myſelf. But why do T keep 
you ſo long in ſuſpenſe ? This Count, 
whom I eſteemed a man of honour and 
Probity, is treacherous to the laſt de- 
gree. He betrays the confidence of His 
blend; 3 and mus to hope I ſhall 

TOO become: 


* 
. 


* 41 3 


beaker an hated in his are. 
e has | deprived me of the power of 


avoiding him, and flying for ever from 
his Gies ſight. What renders my 
ſituation more dreadfut is, that to all 
appearance, he has given me no cauſe 
of complaint, on the contrary, the Mar- 


quis thihks himſelf greatly indebted to 


him, for through his means I have been 
nominated lady of the bed - chamber to 


the Princeſs of Lorraine, now our 


queen, whom conſequently I muſt at- 


tend to Turin. It is in this emergeney, 


my dear mother, that I need your ad- 


vice. I will give you a circumſtantial 
account of the event that brought me 


acquainted with the Count's paſſion, and 
will - implicitly abide by the directions 


you lay down for me. At the conclu- 


ſion of the carnival there was a grand 
ball given at the Town Hall. The 
Marquis made a maſquerade party witk 
the Count and a lady to whom his friend 
has paid his addreſſes for ſome time. 
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(4a) 
This Iady, who is about my height; 
from ſome: whim: or other was deſirous 
of changing dreſſes with me a little be- 
fore we ſet out, I could not refuſe her 
ſo trifling gratification, and we. accord- 
ingly made the exchange unknown to- 
any body, juſt before we got into the 
carriage. The Queen's paſſing through 
Chambery had attsacted ſuch an im- 
menſe concourſe. of ſtrangers, that the 
ball was extremely crowded: I loſt my 
party in the confuſion, and fatigued 


with my fruitleſs ſearch for them, = 


ſeated myſelf by a maſk, whom I had 
not the moſt diſtant idea would prove to- 
be the Count, as he had alſo. changed 
his dreſs. . I am ignorant whether he 
really took me for his miſtreſs,, or only 
ſeigned to think me ſo, in order to avail: 
himſelf of the opportunity of acquainting 
me with his ſentiments; however that 
may be, he approached me and ſaid: 
& Ceaſe, Madam, I intreat you, ceaſe 
$ ta. accuſe me aof ingratitude; I am 
1 on * truly. 


3 ( 43 ) 1 
ce truly ſenſible of your worth, and 
4 would ſaerifice all J have to be faith- 
« ful to my vows, but the ſame fatality 


& which makes you love me in ſpite of 


my inconſtancy, attaches me to the 


Marchioneſs. I know her virtue, and 
have no other hope hut that of ador- 


ing her in ſilence: the paſſion ſhe 


has inſpired ſhall be eternally con- 


<-cealed- from her, but I feel it will 


never be in my power to break my 


chains, however galling they may be. 


« Pity me, Madam, and. ſuffer me to 
remain your friend ſince I cannot. be: 


« your lover.” I was fo'confounded' at 


this langnage (for I recollected the 


Count's voice) that I was ſome time 


utterly unable to reply. I was at a loſs. 


whether to leave him, or profit by his 


error to point out the indignity of a 


paſſion, that made him violate the moſt 


facred obligations. While I was de- 
bating what te do, the Marquis joined 


wie, with the Count s miſtreſs, who was 
| unmaſked: 
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unmaſked. ' He laughed heartily at the 
miſtake our metamorphoſe had occa- 
ſioned, and obliged me to take off my 
maſk, and go into an adjoining room, 
where he had ordered ſome refreſh- 
ments; I followed him ſcarce knowing 
| what I did. The Count appeared thun- 
derſtruck, and had not the Marquis's 
attention been whollyengaged i in making 
way through the crowd, he muſt have 
perceived our mutual confufion. For- 
tunately for me the buſtle increaſed to 
ſuch a degree, that the Count's miſtreſs 
propoſed our retiring. I longed to be 
alone, that T might determine what 
courſe to take, but I could fix on none: 
it ſeemed equally dangerous to keep 
filence, or to inform the Marquis of his 
friend's avowal : your letter came op- 
portunely to my relief. He promiſed 
me, that immediately after the Queen's 
departure I ſhould have the happineſs of 
embracing you. In the mean time I 
determined to avoid being alone with 
= the 


t 4.) 


the Cou nt, which I thought would not 
be difficult, and I hoped to conſult 
with you on the conduct to be obſerved 
after. this | unhappy rencounter. This 
idea brought comfort to my mind, which 
was confiderably augmented the follow- 


ing day when the Marquis told me, that 


the Count having been appointed Lord 


Chamberlain to the Queen, was ſet off 


poſt for Turin by the King's order. But 


my joy was of very ſhort duration, for 
ſix days after he brought me a letter, in 


which the Count announced to him, 


that his Majeſty had done me the ho- 
nour to nominate me one of the ladies of 


the bed- chamber to the Queen. The 
Marquis highly extolled his friend's 
zeal in procurring me this eſtabliſnment: 
Oh!] could he have penetrated his mo- 
tives, he would have joined with me in 


deteſting him. The news overcame me; 
he attributed my chagrin to my averſion 
for the great world, and reminding me 


me 
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mme to conquer my diſlike, and not to 


| Joſe ſuch an opportunity of advancing 
my family, which might become nume- 

rous; for I believe I am. in the third 

month of a ſecond pregnancy. What 


what tortures did I not.endure, to con- 
ceal the diſcovery of his friend's. per- 
fidy ! Till then Lhad endeavoured te 
Juſtify him to myſelf, by the reflection 
that to chance alone I was indebted. for 
the knowledge of his paſſion; I flat- 
tered myſelf he would profit hy abſence 
to eradicate it, unſupported as it was, 
from his own confeſſion, by the ſmalleſt 
Hope: his ſubſequent behaviour unde- 
eeives me. The defire of creating freſh 
opportunities to inſult his friend, has 
operated more powerfully than his wiſh 
to oblige him. Sometimes I ſuſpect he 
perſuaded his miſtreſs to change dreſſes 
with me, that he might own his love 
without affording me the poſſibility of 
ne it, for was it natural to chooſe 
| a ball- 


. 
a ball room to ſpeak to her of ſuch an 
affair? But then what cauſed his mani- 
feſt confuſion when he diſcovered His 
miſtake ? I am bewildered in conjec- 
tures, my dear mother; extricate me 
from this labyrinth, I beſeech you. 1 
muſt requeſt you will ſend me a private 
anſwer to this letter, accompanied by 
one that T may ſhew the Marquis, un- 
| Jeſs you approve of my informing him 
of the Count's proceedings; this laſt plan 
would ſet me perfectly at eaſe, for if I. 
judge right, ſuch an information would 
effectually break through my going to 
Turin, and all eee with the 

Count. | 
Could 1 derive eonſlition from any 
ching in my preſent diſagreeable ſitua- 
tion, it would be from the reſpect and 
affection evinced by the Marquis for all 


my family. His veneration for you, his 
friendſhip for my father, and his regard 

for me, make him take a parental inte- 
teſt in our concerns. He intreats yon 
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will intruſt my fiſter Matilda to us, and 
takes upon himſelf the care of her eſtab- 
liſhment. I am ſenfible the dear child 
will loſe much by her ſeparation from 
you; but conſider, my dear mother, the 
comfort 1 ſhall derive from her ſociety. 


The neceſſity of repeating your excel- 
lent inſtructions to ber, would recall 


| them to my own mind, were I unfor- 
tunate enough to forget them. 


__1rfhall expect your anſwer, and: as sit 
will be impoſſible for my ſiſter to ar- 
rive before our departure, ſhould you 
grant me the favour I aſk, I will ſend 
off the waiting · maid I have requently 
mentioned to you, and to whoſe atten- 
tentive fidelity I can ſafely confide: her. 


Farewell, my dear mother; how ex 


quiſite will be my e till your 
letter arrives! 


The 


* . 


your unpleaſant ſituation, but 1 am 
Perfectly eaſy reſpecting the conſe. 
quences of the adventure You relate. 


onfined views: he is able to conduct 


be end by thoſe very means 


which ſeem now to prevent Your at- 


$ 
ö 
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j 
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it would have ſownthoſe ſeeds of diviſion 
in their breaſts, which ĩn time might have 
been productive of the moſt alarming 
ebnſequences. True virtue ſhuns ex- 
poſure; and there are other means of 
preſerving the Count within due bounds. 
Fhe change of dreſs I am convinced 8 
was his contrivance; he ſaw the imprac- 
ticability of inſpiring you with ſenti- . 
ments in his favour, and the manner in 
which he has begun his operations ſuf- 
ficiently demonſtrates the danger to 
which you are expoſed. This man is 
well verſed in the knowledge of the hu- 
man heart, of your's eſpecially; and 
his method of acquainting you with his 
partiality, proves leſs the eſteem he en- 
tertains for your virtue, than the hope 
he has of ſubduing it. Vou need not 
apprehend a ſecond avowal of his flame; 
that be knows would effectually ſpoil” 
his plan. Satisfied that you are in- 

formed of his attachment, and that you 
can attribute all his actions to that 
1 ſource, 5 


LY EW? 
dulce he will be careful not to /alarm 
pour fears, but will endeavour-to make 
vou believe every other ſentiment is loſt | 

in his reſpect kor you; ; becauſe 8 0 1 


wiſhes to gain your eſteem, your confi- 
dence, and, in time, your heart. I muſt 
confeſs, my dear child, he could not 
bave ated more politically; at firſt you 
felt the greateſt indignation againft him, 
Which emotion will continue in full 
force, ſo long as you view him in a 
culpable light ; the leaſt relapſe on his 
part would ſtrengthen and confirm ity 
but if he can convitice you that he is in 
hazard of falling a victim to his reſpect, 

if he evinces the violence of his paſſion 
by his forced endeavours to conceal is. 

you will then ceaſe to hate him, and' 
anger will give place to pity. In this 
pefilous emergency, his- generoſity will 
become his advocate; his poſt will fur- 
niſh him with ffequebt opportunities of 
obliging you ; and what will not grati- 
tude effect in a heart like yours?)? 


1 Such 


NN 
1 
e 


: 24 $1 


ew) 


N are the Count's views, my. kl | : ü 
Maro Warn, t, N oe our 


enemy's, march, it is not difficult. to 


counteract it. I 4 not enlarge on the 
continual , dependance you muſt place 
on the Almighty; he alone can guide 
and conduct you at ſuch a juncture ;, 

but I will point out in two words the 
external; behaviour you muſt obſerye to- 


wards the Count. Be eum a 


ee, 


ather, 6 i **Y more. "efvecially, ples any, 
extraordinary, precautions ; 37 he knows 


r 


Four virtue, and he will conſider ſuch | 
precautions as proofs of your miſtruſting 


yourſelf with regard. to him. Let him 
diſcern ) your. indifference by your tran- | 
quillity, and that you make light of his 
declaration, and apprehend no danger 
from his preſence. Convince him by 
actions, not words, of your fieady at- 
tachment to your duty, and of the ſia - 
bility 'of your virtue. In ſhort, While 
5 vo avoid n thing that 


n 
I 11 H 5 0 . F 


W 53 1 ) 


may tend to fecd His paſt on, let him ſee 
Fe behaviour that you regarded 3s 


| Sowa?! as a jeſt, which made too' flight 
an impreffion to be remembered. Be 
aſſured, my dear child, ſuch a proceed- 
ing will effectually diſconcert him; per- 
hid vexation, and the ſmall profpect on 
fiicoels, will entirely cure bim. e 
You are then going to tread the great 

theatre of a court; you ate going to in⸗ 
habit that region where duplicity, kpa- 


very, treachery, ambition, envy, | and 


R jealouſy reign. | OY congratulate you, my 


child; tis a region, dangerous only for 
ſuch as enter upon if blindfold. Your 


ches, thank” Heaven, are open; You 


$63 $3 


to form a Juſt opinion of We FOWL and 
I have no doubt but you will quit it 


full of contempt for what is called plea- | 
ſure, grandeur, and dignity. You will 


behold the world! in all its omp⸗ and tri 
um} ph ; how trifling will it appear, and 
why unworthy to engage, or even to 
" .D3 amuſe 
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anne 4 rational ſoul! With real plea- 
ſore I picture to myſelf your ſurpriſe at 
the ſtrange occurrences that will fall 
under your obſervation, | and which 1 

beg you will impart to me as they ariſe. 
| Your father is bighly gratified with the 

| brilliant poſt to which you are” aps 
pointed ; he is writing to the Marquis 
to compliment him upon it, and alſo to 
tank him for his kind intentions re: 
ſpecting your fiſter, whoſe welfare he 
leaves wholly y to him. To you ] intraſt 
her condu ; ſhe has more ſenſe than is 


uſual at fourteen, a and with the help of 


your inſtructions, 1 hope to derive great 
ſatisfaction from her; ; ſhe will be a con- 


| tinual witneſs of your actions, which 
will incite you to the performance of 


ſuch. as you need not be aſhamed of be- 


fore God or man. I leave to your diſ- 
cretion the time and manner of her de- 
par ure, and embrace > you. a thoufatid 


r 


> From 


591K Ram ity; Anf Sip (44 St: a 
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FE "My Jear Mother, 8 | 


I F ULLY intended tines Tn to you. 7. 
fore l left Chambery, but ever fince the 


Queen's arrival, I have not had an hour 


at my own diſpoſal. This princeſs treats 
me with diſtinguiſhed kindneſs, and 
will, hardly fuffer me a moment out of 
Her fight. - The Princeſs of Lorrain, 
now Queen of Sardinia, is tall and well 
made ; without being handſome, ſhe is 
extemely amiable. An air of benevo- 
lence diffuſed over her whole perſon, 
wins the hearts of all who approach 


her. With thoſe whom ſhe admits to 


the honour: of her confidence, ſhe ap- 


Pears. to forget her rank, and I am al- 


ready upon fo eaſy a footing with her, 


that my chagrin at being raiſed to a 


ſituation that makes numbers jealous, 
Tor: much leſſened. The heart of this 
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Sal Bibbbeſs'is n ler Hg, übt 
formal gravity of the ladies 575 as 
attend her ſeems to conſtrain her my 
narvite ſuits her better. She impaits to 
me her ſentiments thereupon, from 
Which 1 perceive I ſhall very ſoon pof- 
ſeſs her confidence; 1 ſhall den 
ſo to uſe it as to merit no reproach.” 
We fat" out lafl Thurſday with'tole- 
rable fine weather for the ſeaſon, and 
flept at 4 village called Aignobelle: in | 

5 the evening ſome rain fell, and the 
0 people aſſured us it ſnowed up- 
oth mountains. The roads to St! 
Michael 1 thought moſt horrible, but 
Was told they were magnificent to thoſe 
mat were to come. My aſtoniſhment 
was greatly excited by a ſwelling Job- 
ferved on the throat of the natives, 
which they call goitre; ſome oſ which 
were as big as the head of an infant. 
ThE badneſs of the water is aſſigned as 
the crüfe of this infirmity : it does not 
apptat® to inc mode them, and the 


r | e Marquis 


(un) 
Marquis affures me they think it -a' 


beauty rather than a deformity... From 
St. Jeande Morienne to St. Michael, no- 


thing is to be ſeen but mountains co- 
vered with ſnow,. and we were. obliged 


to wear glaſſes to preſerve c our ſight. Im 


the « evening the Queen ſaid to me, affec- 

tionately, preſſing my hand, 1075 * Akt 
_ <, my; dear, what horrid peop 
a horrid country!” But it was muelr 


234 && & - » 


much worſe on the third day ef 90 


journey. We travelled. th 


wads, bounded by Precipices and Fro 
| preſs trees; the cold was ſo intenſe: 


that we were: periſhed, notwith L 


our bowls, which were filled with. boil⸗ 
ing water at every village. We had to 


paſs a glazed mountain in the ſornr oſ a 
ſagar loaf, and ſurrounded with preci- 
pices ; the queen trembled violently, 
and I was not much better: : one falls 


ſtep of our horſes, or rather, . mules, 
would. have plunged us into eternity. 


70 dert our attention, there was a ri 
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* a Shan? terrific ONE nil i Are 8 
black as ink, owing, as the Marquis 
tells me, to their waſhing over pulve- 
riſed ſlates. Amidſt theſe horrors we 
artes a natural caſcade of more than 
wo hundred feet in height, by Which 
. were wetted, for we were obliged to 
als very near it. Part of it freezes as it 
Us, and produces a thouſand different 
figures, which, illuminated by the rays of 
the m, exhibit. the moſt lively and beau- 
colours. We arrived at Lanebourg, 
a village at 1 the, foot of Mont Cenis, petri - 
fied; with cold. No words can expreſs 
tbe, mingled. ſenſations of ſurpriſe and 
pity I felt at the fight. of thoſe poor 
people, buried as it were in a coat and 
cap. of coarſe , cloth; they hardly bore 
the reſemblance Of human creatures. 
The Queen deſired ſome of them might 
approach her; ſhe interrogated. them 
205 8 Ai and while ſhe yas 


_—— X 


prog. 9 ® | about 


WE 
about their necks with a thick girdle, 


one of the women ſaid to her; © 2his-s 


e refs for the cold. And how cati 
you pothbly ane the cold?” u e 
the Queen.—< Saving your preſence, 


replied the woman, we live in the 


e ſtalls with our cattle.” The Queen 


ordered money to be diſtributed amongſt 


them: as for me, I emptied my own and 
the Marquis's pockets, who diverted 
himfelf with ſeeing me running from 
houſe to houſe. Ah! my dear mother, 


what poverty! what wretchedneſs ?: 


This ſcene will never be effaced from 
my memory, and I ſhall view with infi- 
nite concern the profuſion that reigns in 


our habitations. One might truly ſay, 


theſe poor creatures would feed with de- 
light on the crambs that fall from our 


tables. The young children laid on 


the dunghills with the ſheep,” _ 
ſcarcely to be diſtinguiſhed from them. 


T had abſolutely nothing left ; * took 


off my under petticoats, and my Women 
. did 


Ms 
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did the ſame, to wrap up theſe miſerable 


tures, whoſe rags hardly 


1 ered 
#4. 
Ld is 4 dT N 
— 


: them. One of the Queen's ſuite obſery> 
ing me loaded with - theſe, petticoats, 
pointed me out to her, and as ſhe1s very 
compaſſionate, ſhe deſired me to proc 


miſe, in her name, a, dreſs for each chiid 


in the village, which excited a thouſand 
cries of joy, and drew upon her as 


many benedictions. What luxury; my 
dear mother, at ſo ſmall a coſt, to 
allay the miſery of theſe diſtreſſed ob- 
jects ]. Could the rich but conceive what, 
I. felt- at that moment, their ſelf. love 


would induce them to ſuppreſs all their 
ſuperfluous expences; nay, more, they 
wauld deprive themſelves of neceſſaries 


to taſte that inward delight ariſing from 
the artleſs expreſſions of joy, tranſport, 
and e of the n en they 
relieve. i 

The. bent Sy Sonden. was our 


grand day; We were to croſs Mont 


Canis, a name I cannot even now pro- 


Fg dO08- | Eo nounce 


yourfelf a Whites, [the unit of 
Which is higher than the eye can reach; 

and in many places almoſt perpendicu- 
lar, and covered with ſnow, which, 


from its depth, often proves a grave to 


the traveller. A very narrow, dangers 
ous: road leads to the top of the moun- 
tain, marked by croſſes fixed at differ- 
ent diſtances, from which, if you devi 
ate, you are liable to fall into deep 
chaſms of ſnow: Theſe crofles likewiſe 


_ denote” the places where poor travellers | 


have been found dead with cold; and 
our guides, to comfort us, took care to 
recite every adventure of this kind. We 


were carried by men in a ſort of wooden 


chair, and as they could not go two a- 
breaſt,” we were precluded from beguil-/ 


ing our fr) ght and fatigue with converſa- 
tion. The Marquis preceded me, and 


I was followed by the Count, whom we 


met at Lanebourg, and who had ſpared 
no 8 to 7 every paſſible 


accom- 
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ammo ation-in this 
ney; it appeared to me very long and 
tireſome, as did alſo that along the 
at an hoſpital in the middle of it, where 
they are obliged to receive p aflengers 


who are overtaken with a ſtorm; for 


when the wind blows from one point, it 
drifts the ſnow in ſuch quantities on the 


mountain, that they are in hazard of 
being buried in it. We ſtopped again 
for a moment to warm ourſelves at a 


ſmall inn at the extremity of the plain, 


called the Great Croſs. I now thought 
L drew near the end of my troubles, but 
the worſt were ſtill to come. I can 


find no words adequate to the deſcrip- 
tion of the deſcent : the ſun beamed 
upon us with a-moſt aſtoniſhing ardour, 


inſomuch, that my women who were 


not provided with mafks, had their faces 
quite ſæinned: the exceſſive heat in the 
day-time melts — which, freez- 


— . 5 feet — On the right; 48 
are rocks which ſeem to hang ſuſpended LN 
over your head, and ready to fall upon 

you every inſtant; they look older than 
the world itſelt: on the left are preci- 
pices, the fight of which inſpire terror 
and diſmay. The ruſhing of the tor- 
rents from the rocks to the gulphs below, 
make ſuch a dreadfal noiſe, you cannot 
hear yourtelt ſpeak. In vain my chair- 
men endeavoured to comfort me, by 
aſſuring me there was no danger; I 
really thought my laft hour was come, 
and refigned myſelf to God with all my 
might. The rapidity with which theſe 
men ran over the ice, increaſed my 

| fears; they often ſlipped down, but 

they are trained to theſe accidents, and 

the foremoſt one ſeems to know exactly 
the time of his companion's fall, for he 
ſets down' the chair ſo -judieiouſly that 

no danger enſues. Would you believe, 

8 B that amidſt theſe rocks, 

torrents 
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ene! and precipices, there, is a vil 


lage inhabited by human beings 2 It is 
called a Ferriere, where we ſto ped. fr, 
a few; minutes. The Queen ſaid to me, 


2 If this laſts much longer, I ſhall die 


<6, before, we en. dur DAE of deſti 
«Cc. nation.“ EEE" 1 vt non 
At Jength: we inks thi ——f | 
abode, and having gained the. ſoot of 
the mountain, at a place named Ia No- 
vulaiſe, we entered upon the moſt beau 


titul country in the world. Here bloomed 


a delightful ſpring, that obliterated the; 
remembrance of the frightful winter we. 


had experienced. Nothing remarkable: 


happened till our meeting with the. 
King. The Queen bent on one knee 
to Kiſs his hand, but he prevented, and 
embrace her. | Refreſhments were 
brought in, and the Queen told him the; 
firſt favour ſhe ſhould requeſt, was his- 


prin that, ſhe never cen hows rer N 
and bes the — — "This: 


t brow £ „ Prince's 


Princes cbnverſation is very pleaſant; 
aud he appears to know when to lay 


afide li greatneſs. At length we arrived. 


+» 


iid andinge! my fa- 


at Purin, and 1 


tigue, T could not help admiring this 


city, which you enter by a long ſtrait 
avenue, fix Italian miles in length, bor- 
dered on either fide with lofty trees, and 
terminated by the city at one and dune 
by the caſtle at the other. 
I ſhall not enter into the detail of tlie 
ceremony of the marriage, nor of the 
feſtivals in conſequence of it. My eyes 
are fil dazzled with all the magnifi- 
ence I have beheld, which ſtrikes me 
the more on account of its novelty, but 


which would be unintereſting wa 2 


You ſee I have punctually obeyed! my 
father, in giving him a circumſtantial 
account of my journey. I shall in like 
manner obey you reſpecting what your 
Wr letter in "_ expect Matilda 
1 300d. E avens-l; 

how Ire! her for | hoving to travel ſuch 
a roads 


% 


. 4 


CB ? 
#road4-yet notwithſianding the terror it 
has inſpired me with, I would not heſi- 


tate to ſet out this moment, if that alone 


were Moe to e *. _— 
ICES Þ iſa am, | be. 0 geri 
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P'CONGRATULATE- you, my dear 


5 3 child, | upon having ſo happil y ſur- 
mounted the danger of your torrents, 
rocks; and precipices. Your letter brought 
Hannibal to my recollection,” who, as 


8 


roads. I think you would not have been 


able to have followed that great man, 


and, indeed, without injuſtice, one may 


accuſe you of being ſomewhat of a pol- 
troon. The poor Queen ſhuddered as 


well as yourſelf at the ſight of the preci- 
pices; they were no bad emblems of 
thoſe that will ſurround her on the 

throne. 


" 660 
thrones. Ves, my beloved child, there 
is leſs danger in deſcending Mont Cenis, 
than in living in the midſt of a court, 
and with courtiers. But let not this diſ- 
courage you; I told you in the begin- 
ning of your marriage, there is a grace 
proportioned to every ſituation in life; 
and you will experience it if you conti- 
nue to put your. whole confidence in 
God, and can ſay to bim in the words 
of the holy prophet, I have not turned 
.aavay; mine eyes from: the place whence 
cometh my help. In ſhort, my child, you 
have now an opportunity of forming a 
true eſtimate of honours, titles, and 
wealth. I am perſuaded your diſguſt 
for all theſe fallacious poſſeſſions will 
greatly increaſe; but you muſt never 


manifeſt it, unleſs when any one would 


try to make you prefer them to real 
bleflings. As to the reſt, remember 


you have only the care __ own ſal- 
"— ange ee not be _— to 
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- anfwer for that "of * others; b Te NE 
miſconduct, but bewall it in Meier 1 
The conffdence repoſcd in yo 68" by ; 
the'Queen' does you honour, bu it vil 
moſt probably create you many troubles: 
The jealouſy of your competitors will 
make them ſtrict obſervers of your Con- 
duct, and if you afford them the ſinalleſt | 
occafion, with what pleaſure will they f 
exetciſe their malignity againſt you. Let 
- the Queen's friendſhip only add to your 
humility; if ſhe aſks: your advice, endea- 
voir to inſpire her with a ſpirit of tran- 
quillity, which will preſerve her from 
cabals and intrigues; convince her that 
her happineſs confits 4 in rendering her- 
ſelf agreeable to her conſort, and never 
interfering in the government of his 
kingdom. Let the ſole uſe ſhe. makes 
of the influence this conduct will pro- 
cure her, be directed to promote the 
good of his people. Above all, inf pire 
her With a true affection for the Prince 
of Piedmont, and the reſt of his Ma- 
587 75 1 | jeſty's 


Jeſty, 


s children. 5 


am ſo 'b buſy Preparing for your: ſiſter's 
departure, that I muſt ſhorten my let- 


Fl ; She can ſcarcely contain herſelf. | 
r % that ſhe is going to be with you. 


(699 ) 


* 


Farewell, my love; I 


La am perſuaded, the pleaſure of ſeeing 
e world has as much ſhare in it as her 
friendſhip for you... She ſometimes gives 


the 


. me ſerious alarm 


ay 


* 


fey 4 (33: 02. 
that announce a ver 


7 


, for though 1 cannot 


1 diſcover any. vice in her, yet the. | 
has 4 Viyacity; and petulance about her 


a 5613 


y fiery diſpoſition; 15 
but I rely wholly on your care for making. 


a right uſe of her character. Once ee 
; farexell, "DP. deareſt, 


| Bub; the — of # * 70 Madan 


$83 If, 4 


du Mon TIER. 


My Jear Mother, 


NJ 
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Le VE juſt received a letter. 2 my 
fiſter, dated from $7. Jean de; Morie! 
"VEIL | 98 ſupports. the fatigue 
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Mon. Cots to-morrow” pihlget 4 moſt: 
delightful weather imaginable: Af the 
foot of the mountain ſhe will meet the 
Marquis's old valet, who will take great 
care of her, and procure her the beſt 
chairmen, ſo you way ko perfectly _— 
upon that head.. 

We a are here 1 in a whirl of alles 
Which ſcarce admits of one moment's 
reflection. I cannot, however, avoid 
making them, as it were, apart, on the 
infinite pains taken by ſome to ingratiate 

themſelves with the new queen. Twenty 
women, whom I hardly know, over- 
_ whelm me with civilities, with praiſes, 
and even with ſecrets, becauſe this prin- 
ceſs honours me with her favour. I 
might eaſily have been the dupe of theſe 
falſe women, but thanks to their eager- 
neſs to calumniate one another, I ſee 
them unmaſked. One of them ſaid to 
me tlie other day, I feel an inclination 
— you I cannot expreſs, and as a friend 

1 5 1 will 


* 


, ECL. 
will let you into the: characters Ea 
— many ladies, on whom, if you 


| great Ak. She immediately related a 
10 


others: nothing could ſtop her tongue, 


and I verily thy ſhe would have run/ 
on to this hour, had not one of the 


ladies ſne had been ſo bern pour- 
traying interrupted our te d tire. They 


laviſhed a thouſand compliments on 
each other, and this laſt being left in 
poſſeſſion of the field, in her turn painted 
her friend with a pencil ſteeped in gall. 
I confeſs, -my. dear mother, it gives me 
real pain to liſten to ſuch ſlanders, and 
Jeannot impoſe ſilence on theſe women, 
—_ (My; ee It is in vain. I treat 


your friendſhip, you n run 


on hiſtory, in which ſhe gave me to 
underſtand, that thoſe ſhe was deli-. 
neati n had ſpoken diſreſpectfully of 
me. In vain I aſſured her how much I 
x deſpiſed, theſe ſort of things, and that 1 
had no curioſity to learn the affairs of 
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railing at their rivals, that hey 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion of my. ch 


Could I- not, without deviating from 


good breeding, tell them, once for all, 
that 1 am a Chriſtian, and that charity 


| forbids my liſtening to ſuch diſcourſe? 


Tt is not on this article alone that my 
cars are offended : purity of morals is 


not better treated in this country than 


charity. A virtuous woman, ſaid an 
old libertine a few days ago, is one Who, 


> reſpecting appearances, has never been 
_ expoſed to cenſure, but has managed 
ſo well as to keep the public in igno⸗ 


rance of her miſconduct : avoid {ſcans 
dal, and vo avoid ſin. It muſt be 


a it is a difficult taſk, added he; 


ſhe muſt begin well, and obſerve fach.. 
a conduct for the few firſt years of her 
introduction to the world, as will ſecure 
0 Ne ee . under cover of 
1 which. 


ge £5 5 


* n 1 " r . N 
e _ 9 = « 
> 2 4 he 22 > * % 7 * * * 2 * 


4% 


the Count; the perpetual diffi ipation'we 
are in ,"occafioned: by the continual fac- 
ceſſion of Teftivals, and the- -employ- 
ments attached to his poſt, leave him 
little time to "viſit me often, and when 
He does ſnatch a few moments, I have 
no canſe to complain of his behaviour. 
T admire how exacthy you foretold his 
Plan of operations, but 1 am too well 
inſtructed to be duped by ET cannot 
now finifh my letter, as the Marquis 
has ſent to inform me of the arrival of 
Ne com pany. * Fr 


ſome fingular cuſtoms in this country 
You would never be able to gueſs the” 


cauſe for which I was to lay afide my 


pen. 1 was 5 to 1 - ole me 2 2 in — 
form, who 
is to attent uf 
me with more affiduity chan a valet-de- 
Vor. - © * cham- 
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Places, to to ſee that 1 


1 enen 107 "eat me to public 
am well placed, 
and * Suu a hy — 


the cl | ed, they ao}: 4 | | 
we ſet bad 20 (hich, * 


they take care never to follow); but, they 
add, they cannot be too cautious to pre- 


vent ſuch whims, from gaining ground 
in ſociety, where a huſha nd ought never 
to be with his wife but at night. At 
firſt 1 interpreted all this as a joke, till 


they poſitively aſſured me there was no 


WAL W c a blen and the Marr | 


4 #53” 4 Ay 


ment I felt in mm hi ne 
had the goodneſs to name the Count as 


the perſonage who was to ſuſtain this 


fine character. My blood froze. in my 
Lal at rhe: propolal, andy? Ty mus 


Nee Wy Wo i As 
lemma, had. not the Count had the ge- 
15 1 | neroſity 


* 2 


Cos ) 
neroſity to. refuſe the; ſituation, under 
pPretence of being pretengaged-. As he 
ſaid this he looked at me in a manner 
chat ſufficiently indicated his motive for 
| declining. the offer, 6 which) could not 


ſele& for. my e I. pede unticd | 
the one from-my-noſegay, and laughing, 


aroſe and faſtened it to the Marquis's 
hat, alledging, that I alſo was engaged, 


and, like the Count, claimed the privi- 


lege of remaining faithful to my choice. 
I. ſupported the joke, and things, re- 
mained in this ſtate, as they all declared 
war againſt the Count reſpedting his 


ſecret engagement; which Bare him an 


opportunity of delivering his ſen 
2 ſuch ei Ccrg' | 


i oy far. from being cured. of his 


What ſhould I hae. done, 


lame enting reer Sis ee fad 8 
he muſt refer it to myſelf to make this 
important deciſion, ang; deſired me to 


Bra”. had 
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1d he availed himſelf of the Marquis's 
een and put me under the ne- 


deſſity of ſeeing and hearing him every 
moment? But pray admire my ſituation, 


J endeavour to find out motives for 
his refuſal that may leſſen the price of 
the ſacrifice; he has made. I will not 


be indebted to him, and Lam downright 


angry that I muſt feel myſelf obliged to 


how much thoſe ought to bleſs their 
fate who can fulfill their reſpective; du- 
ties free from the eee 1 now . 
eee tt 
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The lten, to ** baun. 


Fox once, my dear child, I * ay 


will think my notions ſome what too 
relaxed, When vou find me deciding for 
the ceciſbeo, and, in concert withlyour 


25 FP « J huſ- | 


6 77 0 
huſband, I had nearly named the Count: 
Ho a 5 > 


ver, let not appearances condemn. 
me, nor imagine I adviſe you to accept 
a lover; theſe two creatures are of a 
very different ſpecies, and never was it 
| known that the former ever became the 
favourite of t ag lady whom he ſerved : 
the moſt jealous huſband beholds with 
perfect tranquillity the aſſiduities of a 
ceciſbeo, and would expoſe himſelf to 
the keeneſt ridicule if he objected againſt 
them. The Chevalier de Mal/ha was 

as unacquainted with theſe forms and 
cuſtoms as you may b be; ; and happening 
to be in company with the huſband of 
the lady whoſe liveries he wore, the 


former began his diſcourſe by ſaying, 


Iince you are my wife's lover, but was 


quickly interrupted by the Chevalier, 
who ſwore by all the gods it was a ca- 
lumny. So much the worſe” for you, 
replied the huſband greatly piqued, it 
does not become me to praiſe my wife, 
but — fay without vanity, there are 

| | 0. a 
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me! od alive ne le 


choice. O! Sir, returned 


predicament” with the Chevali ier, my 


dear child, and, like him, you ought to 
: accept of a cerlſteb, and fay to the Mar- 

quis, # 2 not be foid x wwe eee * 
that, © RES oel. 


I am a Yeite möte puzzled to decid- 


upon your other eke '* Good biebd- 


wt you to im- 


is no > reaſon 5 you ſhould not in th 
preſence turn the diſcourſe upon ſcan- 
dal, and vou can then unrefervedly ex- 


preſs your d  deteſtation of this vice. +. 


tinue to Prove, by your abſent manner, 
chat you take no pleafure in learning 


* $4 > 1s 


the affairs of others, and in time they 
will 'compreticnd tits mute language. 
TEN 3 You 


- attentions of a gentleman, and you might 
make a wor 
the Chevalier, do not be offended, Iwill 
certainly be your lady's lover, fince you 
deſire it; it ſhall not be faid we quar- 


relled for that. Tou are in the ſame 
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Tou have as yet ſeen nothing of the 
Hypoeriſy that reigns: at Turin: religion 
is the maſk with which they cover the 
moſt criminal enormities. ; Your father 


reſided ſome time in that country, and 


knows the Piedmonteſe perfedly well: 
what a difference between them and 
your Savoyards ! and indeed there is 
a great antipathy ſubſiſts between the 
two nations, though. under the ſame 
dominion; the high mountains which 
ſeparate them, divide them leſs than 
their contrariety of opinion. Four ſiſter, 
WhO muſt by this time be witli vou, 
wrote to me from La Novalaiſe do 
not be angry, but ſhe N ſeems far 
more courageous than vou were; ſhe 


highly extols the attention of her con- 


ductor. J do not recommend this child 


to you, convinced that under your care 


ſhe will be as well as under my own; 
this thought renders me entirely eaſy on 
her account. I have juſt received a letter 
? dran Bare) by-which you may pay your 
| E 4 court 
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eur doo dhe Queen! M. de la Golfers! 
bas taken paſſeſſion of it ſor tlie King 


of, Foland : the church reſounded with 


the Sans ok. the people, and the Te; 


zi winch was ch: 


nted was ſcarcely 


: beard. Thoſe who, ad. taken the, oath, . 
of, fidelity, and. who. themſelves, could., 
hardly refrain 7 from. tear: 


8, ook their: 

text from: this general woe, and, told 
la Galiſiere, grief c of, the people 
at Joling t 


W ions 1 


heir, ſovereign, was a ſtrong 


5 ſarety for their attachment to their maſ- 


ters, of which; they would ever, give; 
his Majeſty the King of Por, 
land, now Duke of Lorraine and of Bar. 


This Prince is well ſuited to. compenſate | 


ſor their loſs. I had the honour of pay- 
ing my reſpects. to him at Meudon in 
my, laſt journey, and never ſaw any, one 


more, popular. His domeſtics , regard 


him as their father, and he treats them 


as his children, not diſdaining to enter 


into minute details of their concerns, 
with a bonenolence FAA inſures him the. 


tw 


S r hearts 


"Mt would be adored by their inferiors;a! 


= 81 vo 
I W all. Would the great me- 
times unbend from their dignity, hey 


the reſpect that is founded on love, is 
both flattering and laſting. Tou have 


experienced it, my dear child, and vu 


will experience it every day more and! 
more, if you. conſtantly. keep in mind, 

that nothing in reality diſtinguiſhes you 
from them; they are human beings-' 


like yourſelf, and may outwardly accord 


ſomething to your: rank, but they will 
ſeeretly indemnify. themlelyes, and place 


you in your true light, if you do not 
| ſtudy: to: ſurpats them in virtue, parti | 


cularly in kindneſs and humility; Your! 
ſiſter: received a. moſt! excellent leſſon 
on this ſubject juft. beſore her departure; 
the little creature is haughty, and gave 


herſelf a great many airs one day "ey | 


ſome of. her companions; one of them 
retorted ſharply upon her with theſe 
words: You are quite right to ſet 
«< "yourſelf up in this manner; we ſhall 
E 5 8 always 


* 


2 * 
3 3 
— £ * — =, yt — 2 ay” Wt, OS Jon wy * ns 4 - 150 
— 8 STE 1 EX Cade TT. Yo pms „ ——— —wu— 
** ws T SOIT CS OW Caper a — ODS $62 p 
NI Gon n= - VWs. 5 
oq 


* op Doe 0”; 
* 7 
n 

— * — 


IS 


- - _ 
22 — a1 
. 


— 22 
3 


* — 
2 
Py 


FX 3 * 4 
E 


2 
3 
22õ3V3 gar Soares = 
„ iu Ee Br Ag WS 


” 4 oe 


— 
i nb Sf a > 
_— —— 2 
ES r ES: 7000 A 182 


my we Ee ry 
» x) — — 
* "ly Sa EF. - 
—— 


32 


F 3 
r . . 
© aa i ot 


— — 


* » ug I 
— . 
4 — * yo "4 © - 
x. Kath * er Re —2 
2 3 a 
— a — — 


r 


FN = 


eee 


— — <7; 
PII —_—_— — — 0 
oy — — — 
* 33 0 de” : * = _—_— N 
. ny 1 N 


e 


IS — 5 — — 


N 


2 x 
ES N 
— —— 
* . n 
4 * : WAI. 


& 
„ 


<a wa OY PI * 
2 r 3 
er ILY de 


* — ͤ . EE 


* 


= —_—— = 
al — — —— 
> — — - — - - a —_ - — — 
— — 
— : 
n = - 
* *. 22 N 


2 © oy 1 A. * 5 2 1 
— e 
P 
2 . 
nr "p< ic 


EE OR 


— 3 


— 


r "Mo N —— 
nba l es ——_ . * 
* Cm we W 
. 
5 vis * * 0 


3 


n 


no 


gu It WEE 


| when er obe _ Wün- 
8 The n next a 1 her ; 


T, ken Bor, n added aſe; with an 
on of heart that 7 charn 
«that Jam angry at ſei n; 
d chioneſs a great lady; F th bould der 
been as glad had ſhe been a queen, 
« for m_ is very good, and not at alt 
—4 Nature ſpoke in this child: 
hall 3 e older, ſhe would not have 
. exprefled her thoughts, but they would 
have been the ſame. God bleſs you, 
my love, ſay nothing of this to your 
Nan. 1 n her on her guard, 
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— to ſend him cription of 
Tu r and he was commiſſioned t6 
"the Valentine; he v 
2 Oy ene whether: the: my 
was before the ſteps, or the-ſteps; 
the court. I am exactly in the fame 
trieate myſelf a little in the ſame man- 
ner: no detafls, my father muſt be con 3 
tent With my telling hin in ehe 
that there are here nearly as many 
hces as houſes; that the nnn 
very 1 
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_ ydus to eee, fins, 
Laffure — de real, nuch. 


1 8 e 1 ſaw a Kind 
of tent, from whence iſſued a ſpectre, 
covered! with rags, who threw him- 
Felf at her feet. The Queen, though 
me had been told of it beforehand, was 
ſeized with te - yon may judge 0 
mine at fight of this man; whoſe: ;crimes;. 
11 40 als che 3 are delineated 
e dountenance. eee this. 


$a tiene — 
* dhis is very . among the Pied- 
teſe, when they think themſelves 
 apgrioved, the wretch does not want for 


d in need of them, 
the moſt able in 
the'Whole * for r theſe fort of crimes. 


1 % 0 

The Queen bad ſuck a detcſtation of tha 
. as ee to empl * 
hen intereſt, for his preſervation. Is it 
poſſible that religion can be made we 
bretence, and that under her cloak this 
wan may continue with impunity in the. 
commiſſion of ſin? My ſentiments on 
this head are here md beirn . 
crime, and I have really offended an oll 
Piedmonteſe lady, who would rather ſea. 

our moſt ſacred myſteries attacked than 
the freedom of the altar. The wretch, 
bad E; waere. be dragged from an; Aſp. 


to juſtice, ſuppoſing it in my burter ta 
do it; I. thought. to have anſwered Ves 


without heſitation; but when I. figured. 
bis myſelf this unfortunate man 81 mx 
ofal, my hatred. ſcemed to dim 
and. yield to compaſſion. L ſhould not 
regret if he ere puniſhed, but Lihould. 
be we loth myſelf to conſign h 
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rf: inte | explain to me 88 ariſe 
theſe oppoſite ſenſations, which aps 
peared to be thoſe of all to whom? F 
cbmmunicated them. 18 the Arft co * 
tary to humanity,” aud is che fecond a 
weakneſs iucompatible with ju 
But I have dwelt too long ont | 
ealant | ſubject, and I withed 
give n yon an account of a concert that 
was per formed in this church. Br The 


e y en ef the' Fineſt 
voices in the world; but I thought the 
place Ht” calculated for ſuch” an enter- 
tainment, which oceaſioned much'irr 
verence. The houſe of God ought to 
be a houſe' of prayer, but the people: 
expreſſed their applauſe at the beauty 
of the ſight, and the melody of nd : 
| voices | in a loud vociferous mann 14 no | 
one appearing | to confider that they were 
aſſembled in that place for the purpoſe- 
of adoring the Supreme Being. I tried 


6670 


in vain n ts do it; 1 was pointed at by all, 
next me affected thi/ſpeakifo 
moment. Luckihy the Count 
party, and as he of all men 
is the one 2 Teaſt mind affronting, I 
old bim, ſo as to be overheard, that 1 
e to church to pray to 3 and 

5 eqn... ehe He would not inte 
thou 1185 
— but at length I Cote him E 
Was right. In the evening of the ſame 
day the Baroneſs of R&##*#*® attempted to- 
make game' of what ſhe termed bigotry; 
the Queen, who has very good reaſons 
for diſliking her, took this opportunity: 
of mortifying her, by applauding my: 
conduct. You would hardly believes 
the effect this produced, nothing can 
now be more devout than the ladies at 
church, and the Queen een with me 
at the metamorphoſse. ih 
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My ſiſter had the honour of paying 

her reſpects to her this morning; the 
Princeſs received her with great kind- 
neſs, and inſiſted upon herſelf preſent- 
ing her to the King. I muſt confeſs I 
was aſtoniſhed at Matilda's ang froid 

her native region, and ſhe has none of. 
that borrowed air from which I am not 
yet entirely exempt. In other reſpects 
ſhe behaves extremely well, hut I can- 
not avoid trembling ſor her. She loves 
the world, and is formed to pleaſe 
in it; what dangers will conſequently 
ſurround her! I do all in my power to 
obtain her confidence, and I truſt with * 
ſacceſs ; but I ſhall ſtudy. her tho- ef 
roughly to prevent her deceiving me, in- 
cafe ſhe ſhould attempt it. The Mar- 
quis loves her beyond what Feamex-! 
Preſs, and repeats to her, a little too 
often methinks, that he will make her 
fortune. There is no need, I faney, to 
: ioftil theſsideas into her mind; ſhe con- 
. 1 ducts 


— Oe — — 


„ 
duds herſelf as if ſne were certain of 
ſettling, here. Lagain repeat, I have no- 
thing to complain of in her behaviour, 
though I gueſs her intentions, ſor at her 
age nature wears no diſguiſe. | To-niglit 
wen goß tor the firſt time, to the French 
theatre, where is to be performed, they 
ſayg a very deep tragedy. The Mar- 
quis promiſes himſelf much amuſement 
inobſerving us, and aſſures me I ſnhall 
not ie able to refrain from tears. I can 
hardly imagine the illuſions of a e i 
1 n e were ſuch an e „ - 96s * 
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vov have great reaſon, my ans: 
child, to be ſhocked at the firange 0 - 
abuſe that prevails in Italy reſpecting 
the freedom of the altars. If it de- 5 
pended on me (no offence- to your Pied- 
monteſe lady) there ſhould be no ra- 
treat to ſhield from juſtice ſuch a mon- 
— * | ſter 
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't go 1 
fer a as yes: deſcribe. wi miracle omy 
5 ch a man; and, as you 
vn obſerve, to ee his buy is to 
ar et 3 med 40 8 ae. meaſure 
an accomplice in the evil he conti 
to practile,. neee theſe r rea- 
Hand the temptation of eee 
minal whoſe: fate was at my; diſpoſal. 
When | we contemplate the. dreadful 
ſituation of a wretch about to receive 
the puniſhment due to bis enormitics, 
humanity ſhudders, and we ſtill cheriſh 
a hope that he may recover the paths of 
virtue. However, I am perſuaded it is 
a weakneſs ; ; but, ſince it is mine, and 
that of all good people, I wm as 
to juſtify it by example. 
In the country, laſt ie, in in 
company with a good friar, ene 
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e About forty years ago hex was ſent 
for to a highwayman to prepare him 


for death. They ſhut him up in a 
e (mall © chapel with the malefior, 


* and whilſt he was making every ef- 
« ſort to excite him to repentance, he 
& perceived the man was abſorbed in 
ee thought, and hardly attended to his 
« diſcourſe. My dear friend, ſaid he, do 


© you redest ti in a a fow ours Ou err 


« what can bert your attention ent | 


* an affair of ſuch importance? True, 

father, returned the malefactor, but T 
cannot diveſt myſelf of an idea that 
e you have it in your power to ſave my 
life. How can I poſſibly effect that, 
ce rejoined the friar; and even ſup- 
* poſing I could, ſhould I venture to 
& do it, and thereby give you an oppor- 
© tunity of accumulatirig your crime 
If that be all that preve 
© plied the malefactor, you may rely 
0 on my word; I have beheld the rack 
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* too near 4s: again expoſe myſelf to Us 
cc orments.“ The friar acted as you 


d have done in a fimilar 


ſituation, he yielded to the impulſe of 


compaſſion, and it only remained to 
oontrive the means of his eſcape. 
% The chapel where they were was 
0 lighted by one ſmall window near the 


top, fiſteen feet from the ground: 
Nou have only, ſaid the criminal, to 


« ſet, your chair on the altar, which we 
can remove to the foot of the wall, 
e and if you will get upon it, Ican reach 


the top by the help of your ſhoulders: 


«« 'The friar conſented to this manœuvre, 
and having replaced the altar, which 
« was portable, he ſeated himſelf quietly 
10 in his chair. About three hours aſter, 
10 the executioner, who began to grow 
« impatient, knocked at the door, and 
6 aſked the friar what was. become of 
60 the criminal. He muſt have been an 4 


angel, replied. he, coolly, for bythe | 


ky ihe * * Prieſt, be ; vent out thro; 


( '93 -) 
* that window. The executioner, who 
e found himſelf a loſer by this account, 
< inquired if he was laughing at him, 


«© and ran to inform the judges. They 
* repaired to the chapel where our good 
* man was ſitting, who, pointing to the 
K. dow, aſſured them, upon his con- 


cc ſcience, that the malefactor flew out 


* at it; and that ſuppoſing him an an- 


$;gel; he was going to recommend him- 
4 ſelf to his protection; that moreover 


if he was a criminal, which he could 
«not ſuſpeci aſter what he had ſeen, he 


eas not obliged to be his guardian. 


The magiſtrates could not preſerve 
their gravity at this good man's /arg 
froid, and aſter wiſhing a pleaſant 


journey to the culprit, went away. 


pore after, this friar travel- 
«ling over the Ardennes, Is | his way, 
« juſt as the day was cloſing; a kind 
u of peaſant accoſted him, and, after 
ps . — very attentively, aſked 

Him whither he Was going, and told 

| ae him 
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* they entered, the man, h 
4 proprietor of it, told his wife to kill 


he w "a wil was & 
t very dangerous o one; 11 vou Will fol- | 


, low me, headed; Iwill conduct you 


«to a ne no g 


oat eee where 


4% en vigblorim: the man's count: 
©. nance excited his ſuſpicions, but con- 


< fidering that if he had a bad defign 
«« towards him, it was impoſſible to eſ- 
«cape, he followed him with trembling 
* ſteps. His fear was not of long du- 


4 ration, he perceived the farm which 


the peaſant had mentioned, and as 
was the 


* eapon, with ſome of the fineſt ol 


ens in the poultry yard, and to wel- 


ec come his gueſt with the beſt cheer. 


Fc Whilſt Argen was 55 re 5 5 1 1g, the 


aht adden,, Who 
4 my chile 10 


(Nos) 
cen for him, you would 
not have been here, nor I either; he 
<« ſaved my liſe. The friar inſtantly re- 
« collected the features of the ſpeaker, 
and recogniſed the thief, whoſe-cleape 
ad favoured. The whole family 

10d e ant a * N h careſſes and kindneſs; : 
$6, and when he was alone with the man, 
«< he inquired how. he came to be ſo well 
provided for. I kept wy waged with 
you, ow the thief, and reſolving to 
cc lead a good life in future, Tren 
mW way en which is my native coun- 


& try, eueren. ane aba GE | 
40 amen n farn 


< bad” it * be 


. « endeavours; 5 1 | have wr a mo 


— _—_———_— 6 
1 


— —_— " Py 2 r A —_— 
he _ oh "I "7 5; ne" 2  Þ . 
3 «4.7 >” 2 rr 7 
T " 5 —— 2 3 8 —_ 
> ——— N * * 
— —_ i x n , g „„ — — S 
C - 1 ER * 
9 — 2 —— * * 2 wok - o p + 2 
1 — 
g n * N you * 
* : = * 38 2 ” , . — # 7 — 8 
a — — * A —. 1 bs 
C l pry 8 — ” 
8 e ar — take? "2 ” "ome 
2 —— f s * * 
n . 2. 98 2 f 
* * * * : — 5 


r 
. ——— 


30 


2 
— —— —üU— — —— - 


1 AE Sonny 
_—_— — —— — — — — — ———_— 


. . 
_— . N 


————— —vu—⅛ t 
. — 


— = — 
— 
2 


rn 
Mad. N — * 


n 


Mo — E 


— ILEIEY 
re 


0 © OD 5 
ana 1 Ar AAP 
— — 


ITS 


. * N 
GW. e 
4 — 


* xů ů —¼Ü 


6 „ 
— W batt ths. $i RE 


= o 
9 9 


* 
r ̃ ˙ . 


one might alſo c cite many others to p 


ed. He would not 
of. any. thing as a 1 
“ld not refuſe to aa 
de with the- country 
E * bim are 4 


« Sea one of bis h. 
4. ney, an never quitted him till he had 
e traverſed the dangerous r ds t 

* -abound 3 in thoſe, | 
This 4s: an inf 
ſufficient to Juſtify our 


1 dvs ſeldom loſes its] 
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„„ Co ne 
practices that have any connection with 
the ſenſes, the end is forgotten for which 
they were inſtituted, and the pleaſure of 


enjoyment is alone attended to. I can- 
not condemn your conduct on that o- 
caſion; you are a chriſtian, and ought 
never to be aſhamed of appearng uch 
in the eyes of the world. - 

I am not at all ſurpriſed at what you 
tell me with regard to Matilda; ſhe has 
very high notions, and has thought her- 
ſelf entitled to great pretenſions ever 
ſince your marriage; ſhe has otherwiſe 
a good diſpoſition, and I flatter myſelf 
this defect may be turned to advantage: : 
the world calls it greatneſs of ſoul, but . 
it is, in fact, nothing but pride. Of my- 
ſelf, I would not on any account have 
elite} her to the dangers of high life; 
but my-great principle of religion: is, an 
entire ſubmiſſion to the will of Provi- 

ence. I ſhould think it a crime to op- 95 
poſe its diſpenſations; and I a gain — 


peat, the Almighty proportions bis g 
Von. I. 5 
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; to the ſituation i in yl ich he thinks fit to, 
place. us: 1 revere. therefore. his decrees, z. 
it is he diſpoſes the heart of the Marquis 
in fayour of this child, let us not inter 
meddle,. but only ſtrive to caution her 
agent the perils of that ſtate, to which 
the may. be ordained, We muſt not 
act contrary to our vocation; he whoſe I 
eternal ſalvation may be conſummated 
in a court, might have lofi it in the fol ; 
tude of a cloiſter, 15 | 
Tou rel ly too. much on your e 
phy, when, you promiſe to reſiſt the 
en produced by the repreſentation 
of a good tragedy. Ihave often laughed. 
al my. own folly, but in the midſt of my 
laughter, my. tears flowed-as plentifully, = 
as anoth s. You will, do the ſame: 
you, will weep, my dean child, though 
You may aſterwards ridicule; your own. 
Wea bas SiH have: frequently, thought. 


n 


bit, unfortunately, authors 
ſeem Wang to have forgotten this ſab. 
Hime end of dramatic poetry. T will 
ſay no more on this head at preſent, for 
I with to have your N before. 1 
give 2 mine. 
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From the reid of * * + 4 to Naben, 


au Moxrigz. : — 6 
My Dear Mother; 


a will certainly pardon my ſilence 8 
when you are informed of the un- 

accountable accident that occaſioned it. 
The day I was to have been at the 
theatre, J felt myſelf much indiſpoſed, 
and it was apprehended I ſhould'mif® 
carry. The phyſician prohibited my 
going out, but as the Marquis was en : 
gaged to conduct the Baroneſs of R 
into our boxʒ be was under the e 
of leaving me, and begged the Count 
o Buy and keep me company. This 
F 2 . latter, | 
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reer 
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( 100 7 
latter, intimating 1 to me by a look bow. 
much he was going to ſacrifice his on 
happineſs to mine, told the Marquis he 
believed I wanted reſt, and therefore 
they had better leave me entirely alone. 
I very carneſily infiſted that he ſhould 
follow this advice, and the Count ac- 
companied him to the play. I had 
been in bed the whole day, but finding 
myſelf better, and wiſhing to ſurpriſe 
the Marquis on his return, I roſe about 
eleven 0 clock.“ Madame de R | 
being engaged after the play, 1 knew 
he would come home as ſoon as it was 
over. The Count was likewiſe to ſap 
at the ſame place as the Baroneſs, but 
he found means to diſengage himſelf, 
on pretence of accompanying his fiend. 6 
The Marquis being uneaſy about me, 


| they left the theatre at the end of the 


| * The Heal at Turin Ros not Ae til late in. 1 
me evening, Which makes it e * it is, 
* ihe ed. 1 
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. 
| firſt piece ; ; the ſervants, not expecting 
them ſo ſoon, were gone from the door, 
tliey thereſore ſet out alone. Within a 
hundred yards of our hotel, they were 
attacked by ſeven men in maſks, whom 
they at firſt imagined were thieves, till 
one of them calling out to the Count to 
retire, as they had only to do with the 
Marquis, convinced them they were aſ- 
ſaſſins. Here, my dear mother, F cans 
not ſufficiently extol the Count, Who, 
far from regarding his own ſafety j in this 
| unequal conteſt, thought ſolely of that 
of his friend, which he was the better 
enabled to defend, as the aſſaſſins 


ſeemed fearful of wounding bim. The 


Marquis, on his part, determined: not to. 
part with his life on eaſy terms, and' the 
place being lonely, and no hope of any 
aſſiſtance, they fought like deſperadoes. 
Three of the murderers were killed, the 
1 either wounded or intimidated, 
fled. When the Count and Marquis 
reached the hotel, they ſent ſome of the 
* = F 3 ſcrvants 


K 0 » 
ſervants to have the bodics re moveck, 
and the latter hearing T was 50 fob 
bad any one to mention the affair to 
me, and came up to my room with his 
friend. There was ſomething unuſual 
in his appearance, and I feared 1 had 
diſpleaſtd him by getting up; he quickly 
reaſſured me, but deſired I would go 
to bed again, adding that they would 
come and ſup beſide me. They were 
about to leave the room, | that 1 miglit 
undreſs, during which interval they in- 
tended taking the neceſſary meaſures re- 
ſpecting the eonſequ Ces of. this ren- 
counter. As I roſe from my chair at 
_ "the ſame inſtant, my ſnuff box fell, 
the Count ſprang forward to pick it up. 
and, at the moment he preſented it to 
me, he ſtaggered and fell to the ground. 
Onty one of my women was with me; 
ſhe ran to the Count, as did alſo. the 
Mangas; and, unbuttoning his waiſt- 
at) to give him air, conceive my aſto- 


— and terror, re L beheld his 
„I 15 . 4 ſhirt 


. TW 3 
Kit drenched i in blood. He had been 
wounded, but in the heat of the com- 
bat had not felt it, and the wrapping 

cat he wore on account of the cold, 

prevented our perceiving that he bled. 

He himſelf, as he afterwards told us, 
attributed his faintneſs to the exertion | 
he had uſed | in the fight. The Mar- 

quis, with the help of my woman, laid 

him on my bed, and entreated me not 

to be alarmed, as he knew the. cauſe of 
| the accident... I almoſt broke the bell 
cords With ringing, which ſoon brit 
the whole houſe: to our aſh ſtance. ITbe 

Count continued inſenfible while they 

Were putting him to bed; but a ſur- 

geon, who was by this time arrived, 
aſſured us the wound could not be dan- 
gerous, The Marquis was now obliged 
to give me ſome account of what had be- 

fallen them, but he concealed what he 
thought would excite my ſears, and 
merely told me they had been attacked 
by two thieves, whom they had put to 


LN F4,  ': mn 
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« 104 0 
The Count, at lengtl. 
A ſenſes? A very able: e ſurgeon # 
Was now ſent for ene firſt was only 
fketehed as being the neareſt), - ho; find- 
ing ſome fever attended the Wound, 


took the Marquis afide, and imparted. to 
him” his fears that the Weapon with 


which his friend Had been woünded Was 


pol ſoned; he was confirmed i: in this idea 


when he had examined the part, and 
declared he had no hopes for his life, 
but 'by immediate amputation," to pre- 
N he benom from” x" ſpreading.” te 


SLE © x 


might be ent for, and, ill their WE 


. ke bound up the arm above the part we 


ſected, and gave the patient a quantity 
of theriack. The circumſtance of poi- 

ſon” opened my eyes ; the Marquis was 
under the neceſſity of owning the truth, 


and 1 was thus divided between anxiety 


and dread for him and compaſſion for 


the Count, Who had ſo generouſly faved 


his life at the expence, perhaps, of bis 
own. 


<4 as 
own. This noble friend, more atten- 
A ve to my movements than to his own 
condition, aſſured me, in ſew words, 
that he ſhould think himſelf happy if, by 
. the forfeiture of bis life, he could enſure 
to me the ſafety of a huſband ſo worthy 
of my. affection. At that moment I 
ö forgot it was a lover who f ſpoke ; grati- 
tude ſuperſeded every other conſidera- 
tion; live, my dear Count, ſaid I, live, 
to ſhare with him my eſteem and 
friendſhip :. from henceforth I. know - 
not which will be the moſt dear to me. 
Meanwhile the three ſurgeons beld a 
conſultation, „the reſult of which was, 
that as the. wound was only in the fleſhy ö 
part. of the arm, it would ſaffice to ſca- 
rify it, which was accordingly done i We: 
Watch . They could not perſuade 1 
me to leave the room; 1 inſiſted on 
being preſent at the operation, which | 
the Count endured with the moſt he- 
roic fortitude. He frequently looked at 
me, and ſeemed to ſay, he Was delighted, 
FP 5 1 +" "no 
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7 _ gots bed till they atlured me they had 


 preflible/torinents.” I could not cloſe my 
eyes, nor take the leaſt rep | 


106 } 


41 


— 


avery reaſom to hope the beſt. The 
Marquis paſſed the remainder 0 f the 
night by his bedſide; it was a wretched 
one ſor the poor Count, for the cauſtics 
they had applied to his wounds, to eradi. 
cate the poiſon, occaſioned him inex- 


firſt applications were taken 6, the 
ſurgeons then pronounced him out of 
danger, and the Marquis was able to 
inquire into the ſituation of the aſſaſſins, 
who” were left for dead in the ſtreet. 
Theſe wittches had been taken to an 
if} but as they were dead, no infor- 


rrttion could be obtained of this dread- 


ſül event! I have not had one moment's 
peace fine it happened. The Marquis 


has enemies whoſe treachery and malice 
he cannot long eſcape. Did he liſten 


to me, we ſhould inſtantly leave a place | 
which has fo nearly proved fatal to our 
Th happineſs; P 


happineſs; but when I Aber wiſhes 

to the Marquis, he laughs at my fears, 

and pretends he fhall ere long diſcover 
the employers of the murderers. Fares 

well, thy dear mother, pray to the Lord 

to endue the with ſtrefigth ſufficient ts 
 fapport the misfortunes his Providenes 
may ſee fit to nfl, 

P. S. I forgot to tell you bio moch 
the Marquis is enchanted with Matilda's 
affection. He related his accident to 

her, and when the heard that he owed 

Bis life to the Count's generous valour, 
fhe roſt with franſport, and ran to kiſs 

Bis hand. This ſudden impulſe gave us 
all infinite ſatisfaction, eſpecially the 
Marquis, wks ſays he ſhall never forget 
it as long as he lives. She inſiſts upon 
being the Ceunt's nurſe, and actually 
never leaves Bin, but when  Propricty 
dos nt it. I 


- Ths 


. —— en —— —- 
* bene Wh _—__ _ —_— 
IX — — — ſo 


os ere — a 2 
— 8 
7 N ER WE 2 ” 
Dur IE 1 He . 


—— 
— 


bo . — Bf? - — — 
— — T ͤ— ee NS 
. 
99 <5 a Ben * 


2 — 2 95 2 * 4 
— — 2 4 J 
YO SG. tay Ht ee Pry RAR 


. 8 
n 


— 
* 


N p 
— IIA. Fr EW 
_ q : Sp * 


2 8223 > a5 1 
2 


— ——— 


6 
| 


= ' 
# . 
b # 
38 
"3 
"2:8 
* vt} 
þ j 
4 1 
* 
= 
SH 


e 


4 10 y 


$42 [Iris Fe) 8 8 * [x vo ALELE N os. 993 18 7 


e . Age to the ee 4 warez 


1 
2 112 a+ +. 914. L 5 


1 e my dear child, 


the peruſal of your letter, and 3 


1 would not willingly alarm you, by 
3 ſtating 1 the probable conſequences « of this 


adventure, which had nearly deprived 5 


vou of your huſband, yet I exhort you to 


take every poſſible precaution that pru- 
dence can ſuggeſt for the ſuture. That 
the Marquis has enemies is beyond all 
doubt, who, may take ſome ſurer method 
to. get rid of him; as poiſon, for ex- 


ample : let the Marquis uſe the utmoſt 
: circumſpection in this particular; let 
him never eat any thing but in houſes 


he can rely upon, and never take any 
refreſhments at public places. When, 
my child, you have done all that de- 


| pends on yourſelf, reſign the reſt into 


the hands of God. He raiſed you up. 
unlooked for ſuccour in the perſon of 
the Count, wha, but for his inter- 
ference, 


1 leg ) 


ference, would not have accompanied 
the Marquis the night he was attacked. | 
This circumſtance affords me real com- 
fort. If the Almighty watches over 
him, what mortal can harm him? Ido 
not condemn you for teſtifying your 
gratitude to the Connt, on the contrary, 
continue to do fo ; he can draw no in- 
ference from it but what muſt be de- 
| ſtructive to his hopes, ſince it is founded 
on affection for your huſband. It is, 
perhaps, the only means to eradicate 
his unfortunate attachment: poor man, 
I pity and fincerely love him at the 
ſame time. Your father writes to the 
Marquis to congratulate him on his eſ- 
cape... I have added a few lines, and I 
beg you to repeat to him, from me, 
the entreaties I have uſed, to neglect 
nothing that may tend to his Preſerva- 
tian; 5 | 48 | 
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q WRTTE to 507 4 a8 Wün * le e to 
teme the tineafineſs you muſt ne- 
cellatily feel, and to tell you we have 


nothing te do but to return thanks to 
God. The day after I receiver 


laſt letter, a prieft came, who defired to 
ſpeak with the Mevqub, and thing bim 


| a dying man 0 had forbething of i i- | 


Portance to communicate. The Mar- 
quis imparted this intelligence to the 


Count and me, and as de Kiew the 


prieft to be à very good man, we were 
both of opinion he ſhould go with him. 
He was abſent near [two hours, and we 


began to grow very uneaſy. When 


he returned he looked much affected, 
and gave us the following account: 


perſon to whom he was con- 
C8 ducted, 


5 1 
reren erer 


( 171 dy 
ducted had not many hours to hren 

| though the approach of death had 
made great alteration in tis features, 
he recollected him the moment he be- 
held him. This man had lived ſome 
years with the Count, and was, at pres 
ſent,” ſetvant to Madame D— „ 4 
rich handſome widow, beloved by the 
Marquis a great while, and with whom 
he had lived on terms of the cloſeſt inti- 
macy, even during her huſband's: life 
time, h had died in the time of his 
abſence. .' The lady never doubting but 
he would marry her as foon as ſhe was 
at liberty, haſtened to inform him of 
her widow hood, which letter he found 
at Chambery "568 days. after our mar- 
riage. Determined to remain faithful 
to me, his anſwer contained the infor- 
mation of his having diſpoſed of his 
hand and heart, which news drove her 
to deſpair. She flattered herſelf, how- 
ever, that he would not behold b 
_ her rank 
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to avoid an open rupture, leſt his repu · 
tation might ſuffer. He, therefore, der 
_ eafionally ſaw her, but t carefully avoided 
being alone with her; this ſhe, .how- 


ever, found means to effect, and em- 


ployed entreaties, tears, and reproaches, 


to bend him to her purpoſe ; but con- 


vinced ſhe had irrecoverably loſt his af- 
fections, her ſlighted love turned to the 
moſt deadly hate, and, from that mo- 
ment; ſhe reſolved on vengeance. , Her. 


valet de chambre, was choſen as the! in 
ſtrument of her propoſed attempt, and. 


7 


. this wretch, though no novice in ſuch. 


ſort of crimes, could not imbrue . his 


hands i in the blood of a maſter, of whom: | 


he. had no reaſon to complain. He it 


was who called to the Count to retire, . 


and who cautioned his vile accomplices 
againſt injuring his former maſter. This, 


doubtleſs, ſaved the Marquis's life, of : 


whom. the unhappy man, after recon- 


ciling himſelf with God, aſked a thou- Ay 


ſand aa and, when he named his 
F155 n 


6 a 5 | 
enemy, ned him to beware of" her 
f. ury, ſor that ſhe had vowed his deſtruc- 


tiön. The Marquis comforted the poor 
dying man, who ſeemed penetrated with' 


grief and contrition, and aſter promiſing” 


never to publiſh what he had ſaid to his 
diſadvantage, defired him to allow it to 
be taken down in writing, to which the 


ſick man conſented. He ſigned the de- 
Poſition, as did alſo the prieſt, Wh 


was preſent at the conference and the 


Marquis returned home in poſſeſſion ot 
this inſtrument. His intention Was to 
oblige his enemy to ſign it likewiſe, or, 
if ſhe refuſed, to threaten to inform the 


King of her crime. He very juſtly ima 


gined that ſhe would not dare to make' 
a/freſh attempt upon his life, knowing 
that they would make her reſponſible” 
for whatever happened. While he woes 
explaining his intentions to us, he re- 

geived a note from this unhappy woman. 
She had heard of his viſit to her accom. 
—_ not n — 
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ie eyes wil}; ant the tin ge. 


could be generous enough to forgive 
ber, Ueſpair ſeized her ſoul.” Her note 


,  wonctado ed with theſe: words: I have de- 


you f your victim; the poiſon. 1 


fallow: ot this moment, will fhortly de. 


liver me from the dread of your vengeance. 
J ſhuddered as I read theſe lines, and 
touched with ee een for the foul 'of 

etch, 1 beſought the Marquis to 
det me e to her ſuccour. He did 
not e aw but dreading eee 


imprinted upon mon 5 
Sght of me the gave a violent ſcream. 


Do: you come; ſaid ſhe, to infult the 
 Jaſt(moments of an unfortun; 


e Woman 
whoſe ruin you have occaſioned? Well, 
Madam, contemplate your Work, and 
Hive in peace with an ungrateful man, 
*whoſe life would never have been in 


laſety while mine continued. Ah! my 


dear 9 what language dan expreſ; 
£11413 the 


s 
the agonies of that moment Indi ig: 
nation ſucceeded to pity, and I was 
tempted to abandon her to her fate, but 
the Almighty, at that inſtant, inſpired 
me with a degree of courage ſurpriſing 
to myſelf, I ſeated myſelf by her, and 
taking her hands in mine, I replied, 
No, Madam, it is not a rival who comes 
to inſult you, it is a friend who entreats 
you to have compaſſion on your ſoul; 
it is the Marquis, who, forgetting your 
late attempt, comes to ꝓromiſe you the 
moſt inv iolable ſecrecy concerning what 

is paſt. The time is precious, think 
how you can preſerve your life, and 
Tepair by a conduct more worthy of 
you the diforders an Wee paſſio1 
has cauſed you to comme The aa. | 
raiſing: herſelf up, a ya claſping her 
hands together, claimed, What, 
Madam, is ĩt you who intereſt yourſelf for 
my life? I am now, indeed, ſenſible of 
all the horror of my crime; let me die 
ta n it: ther * to the Mar- 


quis, 


(8 ; 
is I was unacquainted with my rival, | 
continued ſhe, When J aſpired at de- 
Priving her of your affections. Live for 
her, and forgive me; my repentance is 
as great as my crime. I interrupted 
her. After I received your laſt letter, 1 
provided myſelf with all kind of anti- 
dotes, and having them about me, 1 
preſſed her to take what ſuited her pur- 
_ poſe} to which ſhe conſented. The aſ- 
fſiſtance was time enough to ſave her 
life; but, for two days, ſhe ſuffered 
inexpreſſible torture. I never left her, F 
except when ſhe was engaged with a 
clergymin ſhe had ſent for, who ſeemed I 
much edified with her repentance: . I x : 
cannot do Juſtice to her gratitude. to- 
wards me. Yeſterday I went as uſual 
to paſs the afternoon with her; ſhe was 
_ abſorbed in thought, and, at length, 
requeſted me to leave her, aſſuring me 1 
I had nothing more to apprehend from | 
her fury. This morning I received . 
letter from her, the characters of which 


2 55 | | arc 


» 


(up ) 


are fo effaced by her tears, -as. to. be. 
ſcarcely legible. She expreſſed her con- 
trition for her paſt errors, in terms that | 
would melt the moſt obdurate heart. 
Had not the good prieſt who, attended 
her, moderated the effects of her repen- 
tance, ſhe. would have publiſhed. her 
crimes, and expoſed herſelf to the pu- 
niſhments. of the law. She is gone to 
expiate them in an auſtere retirement. 
and adds, that the greateſt ſacrifice ſhe 
can offer to the Lord, is to reſign the F 
pleaſure of ſeeing me, but that ſhe is not 
worthy of my ſociety, and the ſight of 
her muſt inſpire me with horror. In 
5 ſhort, my dear mother, this poor wo- 
man has leſt us penetrated with the moſt 
compaſſionate regard for her. What, 
a variety of reflections has this adven- 
ture wrought 1 in my mind! T his lady 
was not born cruel, her heart was ſuſ-. 7 
ceptible of tenderneſs, but from impliei 
citly, following her inclinations, ſhe fell, is 
into an 575 of ſin, from which only a 
miracle 
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on the  fabjott; but! my letter is already 
too long, and 1 muſt write a word or 
two of the Count, whoſe health is nearly 


re-eſtabliſhed, and who would have re- 


turned to his own houſe ere now, but 


the Marquis would not hear of it: he 
has often preſſed it, but I can ſee he | 
is 1 ſorry to be compelled to remain 

Why will he not ſuffer me to 


pro mlb him as much as I am inclined 


to? but, my dear mother, it is impoſ⸗ 
ſible to be blind to his paſſion, axed 


breaks forth in ſpite of his efforts to 


conceal it. J moſt ſincerely pity bim, 
and though J have received ſich une- 
quivocal proofs of his attachment to the | 
Marquis, I confeſs J am really alarmed” 
at the progreſs of this dangerous fartia- 
lity. One equally improper depraved 
the heart of the lady of whom I have 
been ſpeaking; who can tell but i in tlie 
end this may my the foundation of the 
5 Count's 


60 w3. 


Cunts integtity'?, ? Almighty - God 


ayert the galamities ar ead, perhaps 
without reaſon.! Alas! what is happi- 
neſs in this Nada Hen thing appears 


to ſmile around me; my affociates envy 
my bliſs: y/ cite my deſtiny as the 


model of what they defire for themſelves. 
Oh!. could they look into my breaſt, 
and fee the uneaſineſs which corrodes it, 
bow little cauſe. would they have to. 


with to reſemble. me? I have flill ano- 


ther ſource of anxiety which I would: 


fan. conceal from y ou, but I cannot. : 
My fiſter is totally changed; ſhe has 


loſt all her gaiety fince the accident that 


beſel the Marquis; thoughtful and reſt- 

leſs, I queſtion and · careſs her in vain. 
She, Imputes- her melancholy to the re- 
cent danger of her brother-in-law, which 


ſhe ſays perpetually haunts her fancy. 1 


am ignorant of the cauſe of this altera- 


tion, and cannot even gueſs it, yet I am 
very ſnre ſhe is not ſincere with me. 
ince the time J firſt noticed the change: 
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in her diſpoſition „ we have received 
Hs eee or rl ſhould Taſpedt 


- 


To, * 


w 


the Marquis is obliged to be much at 
court, we have ſpent whole hours i im the 
Count 8 apartment, without uttering! a 
Word. His eyes are rivetted upon me, 
and his deep ſighs denote the ſtate of 
his heart: mine are fixed on "the | 
ground, while J ſilently deplore bis 
fituation. - Matilda, who pretends to 
be wholly ingroſſed with ber work, 
examines us both with attentive curio- 
ſity, and figlis in her turn. Time will 
perhaps sa vel the cauſe of her ſad- 
neſs, upon which I intreat en to: . ö 
me Ou ſeotiments. 46 er 
3 * aum, ar. | Fe: ve! 
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over the | Marquis's de, bit ſhe 
muſt reſign herſelf wholly to the care 
and protection of this tendet and vigi- 
lant parent. I huddered at that part of 
your letter where you de 


fliéts of nature reſpeCting | 
God has bleſſed your bene 


lation © in he. ide 


ae was more 3 ik But 
do not be deceived, my dear child, this 
ame of ſoul; if I may ſo call it, is 


the worſt of all diſpoſitions. The paſ- 
ions of a perſon endued with reaſon and 
_- courage never alarm me; her combats 
may indeed be great, but if the has any - 
Fell igion, ſhe will in time be viRtorious ; 
Vol. I. A. 0 


ribed the con- : 


les, and you . find abundant e con- 
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a the one! ob ſeebleicha- | 
racterc w-fuſceptible of every: Kind; of 
impreſſion. A violent paſ 1ON, : While it 
'prevails over her weakneſs, will plunge 
her into the greateſt exceſſt 3, and during 
ofthe precipice-;: ſhe-wants reſolution to 
reſiſt the torrent, and falls of courſe. I 
make this remark to comfort you with 
regard to the Count; you have nothing 
to dread from him concerning the Mar- 
quis; your precautions muſt be on the 
b. eee heart, DL t again. 
dear of God, and your re — for your 
huſband, are two invincible barriers, 
more eſpecially as that huſband- is hei- 
tell you of a third equally difficult to 
ſurmount. Jou have a rival, who would 
de the more to be dreaded, as love Will 
render her very clear ſighted, and ob- 
ſerving of y our conduct. 91 151 5b. Iraq 
an AU} HY gone neee u 
| x4 have 
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bs: —_—_— the enigma, my dear 
Child; your ſiſter loves the Count, her 
examination of you Both i is the proof! F 
nay, more, I am certain the: has diſ- 
cer ned his partiality for you. I will not 
ſay ſhe is acquainted with her own for 
him; her youth and innocence may poſ- 
ſibly kcep her ignorant of it ſor ſome 
time longer, and it will not be adviſcable 
to undeceive her. What aſtoniſhes me 
is; that ſhe ſhould conceive a liking for 
one of an age ſo diſproportioned to her 
own, but the ſervice he rendered the 
Marquis, and his conſequent ſufferings, 
have inflamed her paſſions, and then 
ene young heart ſurpriſed in- 
to love] Do all in your power, my-dear 
child, to convince her of the importaner 
of watching over the emotiens of her 
heart; ſhewy her the impoſſibility of at- 
taining the empire over them, without 
_the grace and aſſiſtance of God, and 
perſuade her to implore it continually. 
1 unt ] hope will ſoon return to 
III . To „ 
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hy beloved ace Wee 
. 0 the Almighty, who can at all times 
bring fool out of ſeeming evil. 1 0600 
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Pere, "Re? 101 is oy de- 
ble in marble, that ſome” accident 
Thall always intervene whenever the 

5 "Marquis intends taking me there. The 
*Count being perfectiy recovered of 
his wound, his firſt going out was cele- 

brated by a little fete. We dined at the 


* 
7 


Meute, in company with a large party 


J 


whom the Marquis had invited thither, N= 
: : and = 
6 


Py, ALERT: 2 


|| ( 25. 1 
and ſet off towards evening, that we 


might be preſent at the opening of the 
Piece, They cntertaingd themſelves by 
the way with the idea of my unavailing 
efforts to refrain from tears, and each. 
one promiſed himſelf much diverſion in 
ohſeryin g me. We, arrived at the thea- 
tre, and were informed that there would 
be no performance on that day, on ac- 
count of the chief actor's being ſud- 
Iy taken ill. It muſt be with fright. 
1 then, ſaid a man who came to the 
door at the ſame moment with us, “for 
it is well known he ſuſtained no in- 
„ jury from his c danger dus leap? This 
diſcourſe. was a perfect riddle to us h 
had ſpent the whole day in the country, 
hut its meaning was ſoon unravelled. | 
It ſeems. the Baroneſs of BEANS , uſually 
called the favourite, was enamoured 
with the principal performer, Who n 
His part was highly flattered by becoming LE 
the rival of a great man; he inconſidę- 
Ta as * eee, 98 alfhir, and re paired. 
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niz wicht to the boſe, of the Barone 
where herhadi hardly. been a, quanter f 


an hour, ben a violent knocking az 
loord Our hero, Who at 
that moment would gladly. have hœen 


m ſomo diſtance; had no AtherienſpRree 


bat to jump out of Window, which, he 
&d; aud very bprudently togk refuge 
with the: French, Ambaſſador. I make 
no ſcruple to relate this affair, as, it. is 


known to the whole town, and was 
much commented upon i in our circle. 
s it potlibte, aid an old lady, «« that. 


44ny;woman ſhould reſpedt herſelf, fo 


lille as to take up; with a/ comedian, 


For the honour of the ſox one ſhould 
dleſpiſe ſuch a creature. In, my time 


* the women were more reſerved, aud 


their frailties were only torgiven, when 
their choice could be approved.“ 


Exery body commended theſe notions, 


Which ſuocked me as much as if Ihe 


- themifor the firſt time. It is not hecauſe 


religion forbids the 1. that they con- 


ele T pero pion 1 demn 


/ 


6 
mi tho that commit it but becauſe 
they do not adhere to fuch ſorms of de- 
cefley as the world preſcribes in the 
commiſſion of it. In this place no vice 
is more readily pardoned than gallantry, 
provided, they ſay, that women conduct 
it with Tome regard to decorum. Buſs 
maxim is in every mouth, and if they 
dared, J 6 ene why, eg i an | their 
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may be attributed the irrogularities of 
the Italian ladies , as well as to their bad 
education. A. girl no ſooner emerges 
kim the ſtate of infancy, than ſhe is 
taught, that, to enſure conſideration and 
reſpect, it is requiſite to have a great 
many admirers, and that love only ean 
procute her real happineſs. Agreeable 
to this doctrine, a governeſs bends: her 


WROW endeavours to form her % for 


G4 .inſpiring 


bels, 46 this dangerous: 4 6 
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Tent as to the huſband provided for ber, 


( i 3 3 


gftion 80 
Are Hit 


2 10 n 111 
1 . 


LIL * r — 


en Lib came? 


. 


caffin ng for ſeveral hours on love, a an 
juſt left the convent; ap 
peated as well verſed in the ſubjet 4. 
thoſe. of lon, ger experience. | "The: reli. 
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00s houſes in this country are rather 


Ge oe 5 gallant 55 0 than ONE u 8 s for 


Ei, 


ey ns the eee who. wr. ly. 
viſit her at the grate. She moſt 1 f 


4114 


monly marries. irnnediately « on leaving, 


142 


the monaſlery, and is perfectly indiffe- 


*+ 4 . 
$ a <4 


becaüſe be is only conſidered as this. 
cloak. under cover of whieh they ſree< 

Iy ipdulge their inclinations. | 7 bad. 
been told the Italians, were jealous, and. 
1 Suppoſed it was of their wives; but 1 
8a TT . dA Was 
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nech 1 «Ap to. ö 1 is SAR of 75 
ſhould take the liberty. of converſing 
familiarly with, any one but himſelf. 
This occafions many fingular ſcenes. 5 
have frequently been in circles here 
the miſtreſs of the houſe has: done the 
honours with extreme politeneſs, and 
where her huſband's s preſence, never re- 5 
rained her- from receiving the. compli * 
ments addreſſed to her by gentlemen: 
1 ſhe has ſapported the -converſation- with. 
ſpirit, and diſplayed a vivaeity that has 
heightened her charms ; when ſuddenly.” 
this delightful humour was overcaſt, a: 
dark ſullen countenance has fi ucceeded,, 
and this ſame lady has appeared ſo con- 
| ſtrained, as hardly to dare look. upon 
the men; ſhe has made a point of af- 
fronting them, and ſcarce anſwered the 
moſt indifferent queſtions. The com- 
Pany, ls far from being Tiguſied with” 


. 8 


5 1 


ftw) = 


1 proctauit, give into ft ganblber 
kes to do tlie honoats;7 er 
= Suldenly "loſes her {good humour. 
Amazed at this metamorphoſe; I in- 
Hatred the cadſe of the Marquis, who 
told me it was the entrance of theſe la- 
dies 10 vers that occafioned the ſudde 
Alteration of behaviour ; ; that they wet 
"obliged to "indulge the delicate ne 
of the beloved object, who would not 
forgive a word, or even a lock, tliat 
might be co ued in favour of another; 
ha who Would be capable of revenging 
"the Meute offence of this ſort on his 
"Fappoſed rivals. How I pity fuch 
V tetched victims to a criminal paſſion 5 
The moſt*virtuous woman would think 
At 1 perpetual torment to practiſe ſuch 
R reffraiht, even for a huſband: What is 
Worſe; they cannot be perſuaded to leave 
off theſe exceſſes. Upon my firſt com- 
Ang, I contracted. intimacies with ſome 
Aadies s of whom 1 had a very, 500 
mob; they Were e ſpoke! of, and 
my © held 
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| 88 as patterns of prude ge and 
Propricty. I Was charmed with their 
Piet y, ang, reproached my OWN, — 
e when I obſerved. the ferygur 

ith Heh they, fulfil leg their religious | 
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theſe) ag "S_ confidence. 1 pol 
ſeſſed, imparted to me an intrigue 
- hich they had carried on for ſome 
ears, and of which 1 alone was unin- 
. farmed. But their aſtoniſhment ex- 
| .ceeded mine, when J attempted to eon - 
vince them of the heinouſneſs of their 
crime, and the dreadful conſequences 
that awaited it in eternity. 1 ſbudder 
when, I rceollect the impious 1; guage. 
that one of them beſd. % Love,” fd 
e is the moſt natural paſſion of F 
»i fb ſoul, and the. moſt dear 10 man; 
gan that God who, implantod it in our 
_ ** breaſts accuſe us of fin for yielding to 
ch 10 55 infinence? ? That Being to infi- 
* ' nitely exalted,, can he de be offended | 
D wud, the ASHONS, ob ſuch ey e, 
Bo : 38 6 


Bauch, by dear mother, are tlie ock 
ing principles inſtilled into the minds 
of young people in this country, which 
make me extremely careſul never to 
loſe fight of Matilda. Like me, ſhe is 
Socke at the Tooſe manners of our la- 
dics, but who can tell if their pernicious 
_ converfation. may not in time have ſome 
effect on her diſpoſition. IT have ſtudied 
her attentively ſince your laſt letter, and 
eannot diſcover any thing to confirm 
your ſuſpicions. I really believe her af. 
ſection for us is the ſole cauſe of her 
attentions to the poor Count, whoſe re- 
gard for me ſeems daily to increaſe, 
which terrifies me beyond expreſſion. 
+ fear this attachment, which cannot 
baren the Marquis s notice, may 


nat dere 


0 39) Y 


retext, But it is my duty to 
fülle tak picions -that oy be-gronndlefs- 
and-injurious to him. Farewell, my 
deareſt mother, I am Ie a very painful 
ſituation, and 15 forele innumerable 
evils awaiting me. Oh! ! how ardentiy 
do L wiſh for your preſence to enlighten. 
the krouble that pervades my ſoul. 
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"The Alu,, to. the ae 


you terrify me, my deareſt che 3 
you hint at ſome ſuſpicions and fears, 
and you fcruple to reveal them to the 
tendereſt of mothers. I have vainly 
endeavoured to diſcover the meaning of 
your. laſt words. I perceive you are 
fearful of tranſgreſfing your duty to tlie 
Marquis, by communicating ſomething: 
that regards him. But reflect, my be- 
loved child, on the uſe I ſhall make of 
[this confidence; ſhould: your ſuſpicions 
* eee 1 may poſſibly remove 
them; 5 
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tem ſhould, they not, I may adviſe you 
to xemedy the evil they, portand, : 

or at leaf to turn therm to a godbag: 

aun. That gracious Sod hg aber 

haps to make trial of : your i virtue 5 

by inſuſing ſome bitters in the cup of 

ſelicity you have hitherto drank of, gon» 

vince you it is not on earth we are to 
look for unlimited happineſs. I ſhall be 
extremely uneaſy till I know the cauſe of 

Four anxiety, Which I beg you, will im- 

part tons (391 99D) e Jug e 

letter. 0b 314; alt 1 12 7 New! A 
Lam not at all 0 at 1 "KH 

relate of the. Italian Iadies, whole bypo- 

A eriſy would not have decciyed. me, for 
your father Who knows them well, has 
oſten given me their character. Were 
you to be acquainted with all the ſources 
of their libertiniſm, you would ſhudder:/ 
ſuperſtition ma may be reckoned as the = 
chief, and to how great a degree does it 
gef in W f Thercorrpption ol the 
hw: | ons 
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It is their intereſt to juſtify exceſſes, in 
which they themſelves are plunged, and 
they do it to the prejudice of that holy 
religion which they disfigure, and with- 
Hold the knowledge of from the people, 
whilſt they ſubſtitute in its ſtead abſurd 
ceremonies, in which they make the 
whole of Chriſtanity to eonſiſt. I con- 
ſeſs to you, had J known the! faith; J 
profeſs only in the country: you/inhabit, 
I ſhould have been little attached to itz 
indeed, I am ſometimes tempted: to re- 
ſuſe the appellation of Chriſtian to fuch 
people as thoſe.” This reminds me of a 
fingular anecdote: a Mahometan cor 


ceived a taſte for the Chriſt ia elig 5 5 


and communicated his inelination to a 
Turkiſh prieſt with whom he was very 
intimate. He, without attempting to 
combat his new ade: 


Aon 


made 


. — theſe blind guides ſhould | 
lead others to the brink of the precipice? 
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s; adviſed him to 
ke a Joumey into a Italy; before he 
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is fully perſuaded. that Chrifi's religion Y 
* muſt be divine, fince it has: main 
« tained its ground in ſpite: of en; 


170 ractices of its preachers.“ 3 Pp 


+ Þ 
4 
+ 


94 'This-is the coneluſion you muſe „ 


my, dear child, from the enormities wh 


t, Joy, Jncenſe- 2 f 8 Aber 


i 15 is ne argument 1 it, 
when that religion itſelf condemns it. 

But pray. admire my long digreſſion on- 
the diſorders of the Piedmonteſe ladies: 
they differ little from thoſe in high liſe 

of all countries. There are certain con- 
e mains eſtabliſhed at a court, 2 
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ean F Genies | 01 7 They 1 > 
can practice gallantry with impunity :- 
whereas | in wa y, the corruption exte nds 


to. 
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tothe 10e ſt "cafes. f 'Be not afraid Gf 
2 ty in this point; independent of” 
duty, my ” chitg. ſelt-love would induce” 
a ſenſible perſon to follow the advice t 
give vou. 5 Libertines WhO may Gut- 
wand; affect to rail at vou, will, in 
ſpite of themſelves, refpea vou in theft 
hearts: this is a tribute they are forced 
to.pay to virtue, when it is fincere- art” 
without grimace. I ſhall- fay nothing of 
Matilda, relying. wholly on your cate, 
The poor Count excites my compaſſion,” 
but the Marquis Jam fare is too Jult to” 
reproach you with a paſſion vou have Have 
never encouraged. I muſt again repeat,” 
my dear child, how impatientiy I Want 
an explanation of this myſtery. 1 FD 
in vain to divert my: attention f om it:? 
this letter will convince you K. Was et 
myfelf whenT wrote it: indeed, Tam 15 
ſenſible of its inaccuracy, that 1 will not od 
read it over > 1775 RT raiſe, be tempted t to ; 
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7115 N dear Mother, e bl 01 


| Tow ſorely does it w und me to un- 
fold to you my heart! The pi 
7 50 1 Kite! for your advice;” Cn 
hardly Juſtify. a confidence that mut : 
diſhonour the Marquis in your opinion. 


3 a victim to the” miſety Mis in- 


1 6tS prepares for me, Fet gladly 
ould Tc onceal it from all the world; 
5 my y preſent. circuniftantes 1 have 
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me to depoſit in your breaſt the grief 
that overwhelms 1 me. Led rn 
lt is now ſome time fince T firſt pe per- 


| ceived: a coolneſs i in his attelltib nns to me. 
His telpe ct continued the ſame, but, 


ah! how yp is it to diſtinguiſh betivecir 
that which rings from the heart, and 
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and decorum ! Full f eee 151 t e 
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Nn, 1 have more than once ac- 


cuſed myſelf of ipjuſſi ice towards him, 


8 
ea. 


but theſe laſt two. days have clucidated, 
beyond a poſſibility of doubt, my miſ- 


fortune, and his weakneſs. 


. About ſix months ago 1 was W e 


of a young perſon of good famil Yo whoſe 
fortune was ruined by the failure of a 


— £% % 3 


4 lawſuit, and who. was ſtill more an obr 
jet of compaſſion, As, having. bee m 
x brought up in affluence, ſhe was unable 
to procure herſelf a ſubſiſtence by the 


exerciſe. of her talents. I. expreſſed : a 
wiſh to ſee her, and ſhe was, accordingly 
brought to me the following day, by 
thoſe who, intereſted themſelves, for her. 
Her phyſiognomy charmed me; inno- 
cence, modeſty, and candour, were de- 
picked on her countenance: : ſhe was 


__ but twenty years of age, and had juſt 


loſt. her mother, whom ſorrow had con- 
ducted. prematurely to the rave. My 
pity was excited by, theſe circu mſtances, 
audgreadin ig the danger to which Poverty 
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expoſes an inexperichced young woman, 
de her the offer of remafting with 


27 £ 
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Nen ageou ITE Slie ac! 
| my propofaF with the 1 

sorts of joy, which redoubled, 
when the experienced my treatment E 
Ber! T confidered\ leſs What The" is 


as, 7 'a* # 
— 


5 3 mauer e enger "oy Seas | 


1 ls to the jealouſy of one of tiem that 
Lewie the fatal knowledge T have to 


communicate. The Marquis, charmed 
with'this young perſon, „ has echte Her 
by his tiberality, He has promiſed her 


a ſplendid” eſtabliſhment, and for theſe: 
laſt twomonths they have lived together 
upon tlie moſt familiar foating: © Though. | 


but too well convinced of his growing i in 


difference to me, Ihad never yet diſcover- 
ed the object of his new attachment, and. 


Mdignahtly accuſed the woman who in- 


AY me of this! ie as a flanderer 
* * * Hirt 8. 21) 421111 ws. 
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and; defamer - but ſhe was provided 
againſt my incredulity, and gave me 
ſuch unequivocal prooſs of the truth of 
her aſſertion, as left me not the leaſt 
ſhadow of a doubt. My firſt care was to 
engage her to inviolable ſecrecy; I aſ- 
ſured her ſhe would incur my heavieſt 
diſpleaſure if ſhe ſuffered the ſmalleſt 
oircumſtance of what ſhe had made 
known: to me, to tranſpire. 8 
Heavens! how dreadful had the Mar- 
quis reaſon to bluſh before any but me 
Being ſatisfied in this particular, I de- 
ſired to be left alone, and ſhutting; my- 
ſelf up in my cloſet, gave way to the 


moſt bitter reflections. It is not ſo 


much my huſband's inconſtaney that af- 
Mics me: no, my dear mother, how- 
ever. ftrong my regard for him may be, 


re I the only ſufferer, - but I cannet 


ſupport the idea of the injury he is de- 
ing himſelf. I ſhudder when 1: think - 


al, the crime he has committed in ſe- 
| _— 


* could the more readily ſorgive him, 


— „ * * 
* 12 
Ar N 


'Y 142 ) 
All 71 404 Fi 


WT ducingan innocent K Oo 1010 6 4052 AE 

1 __ ceived into his 59045 . Sh ſidted 
= Fez alylum. I ſhudder when 11 reffet 6h 
; the conſequences of this crime. © What 
will become of this unhappy creature ? 
What: conduct ſhould I obſerve towards 
her ? Jfk retain her with me, I become 
in forme degree an accomplice”) in their 
-Luilt ; yet what pretence can I form to 


bars rid of ber? Would be 1 : 17 
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| : if the more. Would he not find means 
of to ſee her, in whatever place 1 might 
14 conceal, her ? Beſides, I cannot perhaps 
1 Rr Lon the docility of this 1 
| nate young perſon, Unhappy! girl! 
my comp? lion bas proved moſt fatal ts 
| thee! Almighty God ! I adore thy. de- 
crees, but on me alone let the puniſh 
ment light for my huſband' s offence: 
enlighten him, merciful father, that he 
may ſee all the horror of his preſent 


courſe of liſe: reſtore to him that purity 
SET. 94 


1 
of morals in in which he has lived for ſome 
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Mars; and you „ my deareſt mother, af 


fiſt me with your advice. What aſto- 
niſhes me is, the ſecrecy with which he 
has carried on this intrigue. He has 
ver ſhewn t this girl the ſmalleſt atten- 

tion in my preſence, nor has the. ever 


. ne 


| appeared ſo much as to look at him be- 


W 


ſore me. Her external behaviour is the 
F ſame. as heretofore ; .and 1 cannot con- 
ccive how ſhe can, prevent the agitation 
} that muſt ariſe from the idea of the fin 
ſhes, committing towards God and to- 
wards me, from being viſible on her 
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countenance. Farewell, my dear pd 
ther; 1 ſhall expect your, anſwer with 


an impatience equal to my neceſſity, and 
till; 1 receive it, ſhall not change my b be- 


haviour 5 leſt I ſhould deviate from | 
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5 60 itn the ese 0 
0 e are, the more yi 
need of conſolation and edvicb: Vet 
cannot ſufficiently commend your re- 
pugnance to it, for a virtuous woman 
will endeavour, as much as poſſible, to 
conceal from the public eye, and even 
from her moſt intimate friends, the fol- 
es of her huſband. The urgent neceſ- 
fifty you have for falutary counſel, can 
Alone juſtify the confidence you repoſe 
in me, and you may rely on my obſery- 
ing the ſtricteſt ſecrecy concert 


You acted extremely prudent to impoſe 
Klence on your waiting- woman: all 
would be loſt if the Marquis ſuſpected 
your knowledge of his intrigue. His 
reſpect for you induces him carefully to 
conceal it, and as * as this diſpoſition 
eb - Holds, 


tron humiliating reparations, fe raed leſs 
axerſe t. to eturn to the paths pf duty, 
whereas he threws: . the; maſk. and 
| toxegain;the affegtions of a wife, hom 
he finds but too well acquainted with 
his is irregularities. Lam fenfible how 


2 


proſaned, but, as ven ufig no⸗ 


thing would be gained by an en 
and. the Marquis would, undotbiecly 
eontrive to viſit this; girl, ; whateve er ſteps 
you 5 might take: 2 Prorent- 15 
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. rin; and nn re 
[i | a 4 1 of te Mabsches bf #he . 
1 heart. In Nic ort, ſhe plays her part wn 


ASIfulty to be ſuſpected of mere weak. 
neſs: fe i is a very able actreſs, and the 
Marquis will one day bluſh at having 
n wan her dupe. Till the arrival 
of that happy moment, this is the con- 
duct Iwould have vou obſerve. Let no 
ehange i in your behaviour to her appear, 
=. the ſame time endeavour to penetrate 
Her. Net 1 am miſtaken i in my con 
tres, if ſhe bas re a ly been Tedubed'by | 
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pity, and; you. cannot carry cars 
dut if notwithſtanding her youth, 
proves to be one of thoſe;artful, coque 

ho practiſe ſimplicity fora ſaare,/ em 
tert in no hopes of reforming her, but 
| devote your. whole; attenti 19N; 40 the 


the manner be; receives this propoſal, 
how far he is attached to her. Should 
any unforſeen circumſtances diſcover, the 
mykter) 
of rancour, Rill leſs make bim the leaſt 
reproach. Let him know : all the agony 


of; your, mind, but let bim divine it by 


Four tears and your redonþled attoptons | 


Ihe a with 


dot the joy with which you promise to | 
forget the paſt, convince him how little | 


vou merited the injury he has done you. 
| Teſtify no reſentment, againſt the un- 
baren Ae dis guilt 5; on th 
nd > bing! to allow her * 
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8 ſes Co e 
you great uneaſineſs. ; 1 
— extremely: ill aftes L had writs 


ing was ſeized with'violent pains. The 


* 1 ks 


E dufing four and twenty hours that I's was 


| imininent danger, evinced tokens o 
deſpair which I was. wholly at 290 0 


reconcile with N certainty 1 have 
* ig | 


Bis diff poſition 
too well to ſufpect him of feigning a 
| — 20 1 grief 


ten ydu the laſt letter, and the day follow 
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1 he y 
brief he did Het Brag His was w poig 
nant and fo. unuffected that for that 
| Hort ſpace of time, I flattered my ſelf 
_ with having recovered my place in his 
aﬀeAtions,” The jay this hope inſpired 
| Jeſs - contributed mo e than avy 
thir bs: to my ſafe delivery, and conſoled 

me for the loſs of my child, who furs 
vived its baptiſm but a few moments. 
even hleſſed my pains; but, alas! m 
Pleaſhre vaniſhed like a flaſh of light 
_ ning, My rival had ſhewn. uncommon 
els to attend upon me, and what: 
Irevateidion L felt to. her. aſſiduities, 
made a ſacrifice of it to God, as I did 
allo of my life. About an b hour ater 
my delivery, the Marquis, who exprefſed 
bis happineſs at my fafety.im the moſt 
_ Hvely'terms, knelt down. by my bed- 
ide, and bathed my hand with his-tears, 
which had never ceaſed. ming from 
the inſtant: my life was deſpaired df. 
Tie Was too much for — be 
en ee at * ie * it was 
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„ 
at chat moment my huſband's; heart” 
was completely unveiled. How quick: 


ly! did he fly to her aſſiſtance, and 


how extreme was his agitation, when, 
upon recovering her ſenſes, ſhe re- 
Pate him with ua ſpecies of horror 
Faw him on the point of falling at her 


feet, unreſtrained even by my preſence | 


his: agony. at having incurred her dif 
pleaſure, would have been ſufficient.of 
— eyes, had I been 

gnorant of the affair till then. Lime 


lord the Almigbty to ſtrengthen mo, 


and ſummoning all my reſolution, I 
had the preſence of mind to deſire ſhe 
might be brou ght to me. I ſpoke kindly 
to her; and imputing her illneſs to the 
fatigues ſhe: had undergone: for à day 
and a'nightt, and to the anxiety ſhe had 


fuffered on my account, I propoſed 


her retiring to reſt, but apparently ſhe 
dreaded leaving me alone with the 


Marquis and therefore intreated I would 


fuffer her to remain in my apartment. 


Shad ſeen quite enough of her, my dear 
I . mother, 
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dne een rend of the room, and 
E 'theinſelvcs by the . 8 


her bead on het 3 e as 


id FH on {hee to Jo her 5 
mlt on. during, which he Was pale, 
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D ling, and agitated. 3; be wos be 
vehemence, but very low. Ou 5 TD 


at £1 f R 


he found means to appeaſe her, for or the, 
held out her hand to him, hie 3 hs. 
1 the with, grateful tranſpe bort. Some 
motion 1 made. put an end to this 
a truly painful one, indeed,. to 
Oy 4 Bhs longer d. Ps, my 2 ONLY 
. © compaſſion 


compaſſion | only excited his fears for 

me. In proportion as my Health. rer 
turns, his. attentions't ] more lan- 
id and leſs natural, and while: be i 18 
_ paying them, he often caſts a look upon 
my rival, as if to aſſure ber ſhe: has no- 
thing to apprehend. 1 received your 
anſwer the fifth day aſter my miſcar- 
riage; and am much pleaſed that I have 
conducted myſelf according to your ad- 
vice. Now that lam recovered, not to 
mention ſome remains of weakneſs, 1 


have, as you deſired, propoſed an oſta- 


bliſhment for this girl. She was preſent, 


when made it, and the Marquis turned 
pale in expe 
as à pretext, my gratiti de er care 
of me. during my illneſs: dhe alſured me 
1 e - required no other recom) 
the ſalisſaction of remainipg with me as 
long as I approved of ber ſervices. This 
anfyer reſtored life to the Marquis; 1 
really pitied him, and half reproac d 
 Wyſelf for the, momentary pain 1 had 
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| eee ac eben 
cel m rival it is with acrime ony / and ill- 
humour. „The Count s. looks: alſo in- 
orm me he has diſcovered the fatal ſe- 
eret he never ſees this girl without, evi 
dent marks of ir di nation. This poor 
Gaunt woule not quit my antechamber | 
Ahe Whole time 1 was in danger, and 
"oo ſoaroe ever ſtirs from my room. I 
nmented to the Marquis, that ſuch an 
unren itiing attention might be conſtruetd 
; 91 wy; diſadvantage ;- but he ridiculed 
what be called my fancies, and delighted 
with being at liberty to follow his incli- 
nations, he preſſes his ſriend to keep 
me company, and does it, I think, as if 
he was convinced he was rendering him 
a piece of ſervice. This would, indeed, 
be the height of my misfortunes. The 
Marquis l bet for ever * to me, 
t Ts. | 11 


6 
_ #f ihe could imagine the Count's paſſton 
mighb conſole me ſor his infidelity. Is 
his eſteem for me ſo obliterated as to 
Juppoſe me capable of ſuch a revenge? 
| The thought overcomes me. tit 
At My woman, WhO informed me of the | 
Marquis's intrigue, abuſes the neceſſity 
am under of managing her: the 
Count's attachment has not eſcaped her 
obſervation, and who knows but he 
himſelf, taking advantage of my un- 
happy ſituation, may not have made her 
his confidant ? However that may be, 
ihne has had the preſumption to counfet 
me, to try the effect of ere. upon 
the — evi affoction. God forbid,” | 
added the, I ſhould" adviſe you ann 
thing contrary to virtue; no, Madam, 
Lam too well acquainted with your's 
& to attempt it; but could you Not, 
* without deviating from prudence, : 
affect to be ſenſible to the Count's 
5 attentions ? That he loves you, 1 
cannot doubt. The Marquis 18 ſecure | 
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Mr the Alm ighty be | praiſed, m my 
poor child | he never inks 1555 
wlio fear and ferve him with. all their 
hearts. Had 1 till now doubted” of this 


great truth, your ex- ample would bafe 
wadle me a convert to it. raiſe Hi 1 


34 FIVE 


lor his ineftimable mercies wards y 
WM 727; - and 


alter. | 2 — off elk in 


5 nete the Marquis 8 behaviour 


you, my child. Awlotent paſſion 
hurries him away at preſent, but theſe 
effuſions are never durable, and you 
will ſoon behold him at your at de- 

ploring. and lamenting his 6 rror, 

obliterating by his ſuture condi the 
trouble he now occaſions you. His regard 
for you ſtill exiſts in his heart, and your 


woman argues right when ſhe ſays that 


jeal ouſy would awaken it: but theſe me-. 


thods, however efficacious, are unwor- 


thy of you. They would: unqueſtionably 
rekindle his love, for ſuch is the incon- 


Aiſtengy of man, he perceives not the va: 


lue of the. good be enjoys, till he is in 


danger of Jofing it: but they would da- 
r IVE, you of his eſteem, or at Jeaſt ren · 


Io} you undeſerving af it. 2 Arr. 
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tunes. vi think. you wrong the: Gant 
uſpect him of having bribed 
your woman to be his agent. His deli- 
cacy will revolt againſt ſuch means as 
theſe: at all events be upon your guard, 
avoid any explanations on this head; 
of virtue and fenfibility feels very keenly 
at firſt the infidelity of her | butband; 
but inſenfibly ſhe becomes accuſtomed 
to it, ſometimes: deſpiſes 5 and often 
finiſhes by a revenge, hurtful only to 
herſelf, and which authoriſes him to 
perſevere in his diſorders. I deem the 
Marquis very far from intending any 
complaiſance to his friend in the way you 
ſappoſe. He believes himſelf ſure "of 
your heart; your virtue juſtiſies his con- 
fidence, and with ſucks ſentiments his 
eſtrangement cannot be of long dura 
tion. 1 am of your opinion reſpecting 
145,1 | = Ke... ena 
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Matilda's penetration, and ae her 
ſor her indignation againſt the wretched 
cauſe of your affliction. She is too 
prudent to commit herſelf with the 
Marquis, Which is all you have to fear. 
I cannot approve the ſtratagem you made 
uſe of to witneſs the ſcene you deferibe: 
it was highly imprudent in your fitud+ 
tion to aim at increaſing your uneaſi- 
neſs; and, beſides, it obliged you to 
deſcend to a falſehood. An open upright 
conduct is the only path in which you 
ought to tread, and which will infallibly 
lead you to the end of the n vou 
are Now involved in. {tot 

I am confirmed in the idea your fit 
F gave riſe to, that this pretended 
innocent is a very artful coquette ; her 
behaviour during your illnęſs proves it 
| the Marquis s cure will, on this account, 
be . but "Spend non! ite it 


-* 


aſhamed. BY having been deoeived dy this 


e of dap nee « 291 
hie 1G 1 = Premed 


„ 
. 2 


rn r 
A = 
* * 


— —__—_—_—_— 3 oats 
B . ee nt dethae 
5 W 
add 3 


— 


n 


— 
— 


© 160 ) : 


161 


+ Farewell, — degr” child be careful 
| De on of cir+, 


e will dou ubtleſs 
nem 
2 10 - 
'£ M 13; 
2 wy : Th 2 
Non, ik Marines of * * * to M. 
cl ann tc B% Non riss. Habs! 
iy e deer + Mother, ee wt FETs 
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1 i LENS but my anxiety is in- 
creaſed to ſuch a pitch, that I fear 1 
mall not have ſtrength to ſupport = - 
Ny rival; is ſo altered, ſhe is ſcarcely, . , 
be known for the ſame girl. No longer ; 
ſubmiſſive and "docile to all 1 require | 
of her, "ſhe is Tow i imperious with the 
otfier Yervants, infolent t to me, and fami- | 
Har With! the Marquis, even to impudence. \ 
The whole houſe i 18 ſhocked at her Pro- . 
e Bb, and 1 am the only one who... 
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Fate dy wr the 3 was s obliged 


to leave the room to conceal his 


The next day the Marquis taking — 


aſide, aſter ſome. em ment and he- 
ſitation, at length told me he had heard, 


with infinite regret; the behaviour of 
iſelle Roſa to me, and was furs 


ser I had borne it ſo patiently. 'E 
he felt himſelf much indebted. ty: the 


Count for having informed him of itz 0 


and that he left me tlie arbitreſs of Ber 
fate; I trembled exceſſively while he 

was ſpeaking, and replied without ven- 
taring to look at bim, that ber fault 
had probabl y been exaggerated ;| that. 
certainly ſhe did not pay me the fame 


repect as formerly, but that ſome allow 


ſtanding every indul gence, muſt tin 
r Herſelf in the ca capacity of a démef- 
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muſt be made for the reduced ſitua⸗ 
tion of a girl of family,” who, notwith- N 
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tic, which is LO ade dL. to ſuur 
amper, and to that I attrihute her : 
5A 1 x | annsss it \ Haw: charming 


| i891emby 8 — — | 
i} bre to ſee, J entertain ſuch ſenti 

of goodneſs and humanity, but 

6 L. will not ſuffer them to be impoſed | 
upon. An intimate friend- of mine 
N lives at Rome, and Who is a 


_ * widower, has written to me to me» 


. * him ſome truſtworthy girl 
o tadogk. after his honſer i Pace nia 


70%. top well to e her 8890 for- 


| £5 tune.“ ao K. hall always act „ an- 


ſwered "is in conformity to your 
“ wiſhes, and ſhall be happy to have 


. her placed in a good ſituation; ſhall 


J ſend for her now. ?”—* It will be 


time enough in the evening,” returned 


letter before her, and if ſhe accepts | 


ih ao eee IJ. will confide 


ce her · 


me 


( 36s } Ll 
her to the care of a man who Will ac2 
eompany her to Rome. When he 
loſt me, I was hewildered in eonjectu 
and -utterly unable to reconcile ſuck 

ntrariety of conduct. This girf, 
thought I, muſt be very ſure of the 
Marquis's affections, fince ſhe obſer 
ſo little decorum with me. Does he 
really mean to remove her, or is it only 
a pretence? If he has actually broke off 
with her, why did he expreſs fo much 
ſatis faction at my indulgence for her? E 
was wholly loſt in theſe reflections when 
the Count entered, without being an- 
nounced, contrary to his uſual cuſtom. 
Pardon, faid he, the liberty I take, 
<but Fam under the neceſſity of fpeak= 
ing to you without witneſſes. F 
«will hear nothing,” ſaid I, riſing to ring 
the bell, but he detained me in my chair. 

For God's fake, Madam,” replied he, 
« deign to hear me for a moment. I 
© am wretched, indeed, if my conda& 
© hits not convinced * of my reſpe ct, 
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Pur letter where you bid me 
avoid an explanation with him, and 


that determined me. Sir, ſaid I; 


6am ſenfible how. annie can rely on 
12 11 — ff. e * virtues, 


3 rn friendſhip . 


ely refuſe to hear you, hut 
4¹ r you will allow me tima to 
mmm 4/---I 
. 5 c that 


- 


; RE 
that this ĩntervie ſhallioply;relate;ta 
<therunhappyattair in which vou have 
* your other ſeutiments ſhall. have no 
e hate in it. The Count had fallen 
on his knees to detain me in my ſeats 
and he was ſtill in that poſture hen 
my ſiſter entered the room. Ah J. my 
dear mother, a thunderbolt would bays 

riſied me leſs than this apparition. 
Al that ſhe might ſurmiſe ruſhed in- 
ſtantly to my mind, and I was. ready ta 
faint with apprehenſion and t error. 
The Count's prudence relieved my em- 
barraſſment; without quitting his ſab. 
miſſive attitude, he addreſſed himſelf to 
Matilda, who was covered with bluſhes, 
ſaying,” aſſiſt me, Mademoiſelle, in 
my arguments with Madame, aſſiſt. 
me to bring her to reaſon: affairs oi 
i the uttnoſt importance oblige me to a 
4, private conference with her: at her 
feet I implore this fayour, which re- 


| bi A ot cannot obtain 
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| 6c] explain myſelf before you. but — 


_ ©/fiee.' to; you; ſend; for Made 


ty 


It. Her virtne retiders the idea of a 
<« gte -d tte terrific ; I wouldswiltingly- = 


* ſpe& your youth, though yet 

AU det ien een aehuaittedawithythb 
e ſubject on Which I would converſes 
© perſuade her to hear me, J intreat 
* vou.“ This diſeourſe gave me time - 


to recover myſelſ. I conſent to what 
you deſire, ſaid I, obliging im to 


riſe, but I muſt inſiſt upon my ſiſter's 


07 being preſent: it will ſuffice that you 
* fpeak 133 for her not to hear 


hat you fay.” We had hardly re- 
Spied bar compoſure before the Mar- 
b came in. My dear,” ſaid he, 

* am about to propoſe a great ſaori· 
ele 
© Roſa;andſee if your regard will enable 
you to part with her, dan et 
« concerned in it.“ Reſa making 


appearance at the ſame — on 


read” n letter he had mentioned awe 


0 267 5 


to a coviracle;[She acquitted herſelf 
ecſually well of /her's 7; wept plentifullß 
abthe idea of leaving me, threw herſelf 
per knees, and thanked me for all 
the kindneſs I had' ſhewn her. We then 
went to ſupper, and the Marquis whiſ- 
pered me that as Mademoiſelle was no 
longer one of the houſchold, he begged 
I'would let her fit at the table with me; 
to tefliſy to all the ſervants that ſhe leſt 
me on good terms. I complied with 
every thing he defrred, and never W 
him in a better humour. Se wat 
off early this morning, and Arles 
undertook to eſcort her himſelf the firſt 
fifteen miles from Turin- I dedicate 
that time to write to you, and as my pe- 
euliar ſituation requires your anſwer 
ſooner than I can have it by the poſt, 1 
have deſired the Count to procure me # 
truſty meſſenger, who will deliver you 
this letter, and return with your's. Fares 
well. my dear mother, pray for your 
eee more, 4 
La 5 
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2 vll wales ome 
dent that will effectually dif 
1 all your grief. The journey to 
1 Rome is well concerted, but do not flat- 
. rſelf that it is real. Something 
ery particular induces the Marquis to 
deprive himſelf of the convenience of 
ſeeing his miſtreſs at all hours, but the 
illuſion no doubt ſtill ſubſiſts, andi I ſuſ- 
fpect he bias more urgent reaſons than 
ever ta krep well with her. She feems 
no longer to be afraid of loſing him, and 
ſherhas thrown off all regard to appearã 
ances, from whence I conelude, that 1 
wiſhed you to diſmiſs her in 
uhichimight' have irritated: thoWlatijnis | 


againſt — and riveted the chains chat 
r 185 k bind 
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avi ing afftſted yu 5 and ate, 
and for making it the Marquiꝰs owt 
_ defire that ſhe could go; nothing could 
Happen more fortunately, I will now 
give you the Horeſodpe ef this intrigub. 
Mademoifeffe Roſa is an arrant coquette, 
who will ere long lay afide her'maſk; 
As ſhe will be under leſs conſttaint i 
Her new abode than ſhe: was im your 
palace, her adorer will oon chere 4 
. tnoufand defects, tilt then 'tnnoticed® 
1 y will ſucceed, and 4 rapttre 
muſt be the conſequence. The love 
conceived for a virtuous ; perſon! incrcaſcs 
che more ſhe is known; but in the pre- 
ſent caſe, it will be quite the reverſe“ 
Your huſband, according to my idea of | 
his character, will quickly be diſguſted 
with the arrogance of a girl who' has im- | 
pr radently riſked the diſcovery of her fe- 
cret, and will endeavour to get rid of 
her'with the leaſt noiſe poſſible. 71 
moſt devoutly to be wiſhed. 5 
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| Pen on you nem and- I exhort/ you 
to grant it him. I approve. the condi- 
tion of your ſiſter's being preſent, and 1 


— > 
ln 


di it you muſt ſometimes be gnyerned by 
; circumſta ces. That where the Count 


* 


vr, demanded com- 


0 S 75 
2 


would have you always. contrive that ſhe 
ſhould be as your ſhadow. This eager- 


neſs to have her conſtantly with Nou, 
will diffipate any ſuſpicions the Counts 

attitude may have created in her mind. 
You will ſoon diſcern by the Marquis's 


behaviour, whether his dulcinea is at. 
Turin or no; indeed, I think you might 


venture to engage the Count to obſerve 


him; you can rely on the prudence of 
this friend, who is, in fact, entitled to all 
your. eſteem. I would not ſay thus 

much were I leſs acquainted with your 


diſpoſition, but 1 am ſenſible I run no 


riſk in pointing out to you the generoſity 


15 bas conduct. The ſureſt method to 


. : deſtroy 


6 
love, is to convince: him ef- 
1 of your's for your Ln 
and for virtue. He will be/perſuaded- 


of the firſt, by the intereſt you take in 


his actions; and of the ſegond, by the 
ſorrow you, teſtify. at his. errors, and £96) 
patience with which you ſupport them. 
Cohdu&:yor ſelf towards your incon- 
ſtant the ſame as heretofore, if any thing; 
increaſe vour kindneſs and. attention, 
whatever you may hear to his, e tea 
tage. He will one day remember and, 
eſteem vou for this indulgenec; but 
granting Bis affections may never again 
be reſtored to vou, yet you will poſſeſs 
the ſoothing conſolation of having | 15 | 
formed oe duty, and of having no re- 
proaches to char ge upon yourſelf for! 
your misfortunes. Adieu, my love; 
confide i in that All-gradious Being 9 
can extract good out of ſeeming evil, and 
reſt aſſured . n ma moſt e 
in Jour diſtrefſes. 080% 
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for the whole day, and the Count 
availed himſelf of the opp ortunity to re- 
queſt the accomp! iſhment, of my promiſe. 
He had juſt given me your letter, and 
confeſs I read with ple: ſure your aſſent 
to this interview. My curioſity was fo 
great, that 1 deferred not an inſtant giv- 
ing my Whole attention to What he, 
wiſhed” to tell me. The Marquis 8. 
attachment has been long known to 
him, and his regard for me induced 
him to take effectual means not to 
loſe ſight of my rival. His valet, at the 
command of his maſter, paid his court to 
| Roſa; and the unhappy. girl who lives 
with the Marquis for intereſt, reſigns. 
herſelf to this man from inelination. 


She 5 agg to draw "tx, the former a 
ſum 


. 6839 
ſum of money ſufficient to enable her 
to marry. her lover, and: really ſhe has 
not ſucceeded amiſs, for the Marquis, 
naturally very liberal, is abſolutely Pro- 
ſuſe towards her. Ri) he motive for her 


wiſhing 4d leave me, was to find oppor- 
tunities for receiving the valet at her 


eaſe, but ſome pretext was neceſſary to 


obtain the Marquis's conſent to her re- 
mqayal. A pregnancy came ver 


lemma; ſhe menaced him with a rup- 
ture if he did not contrive to remove her 
from the palace, and told him ſhe would 


ſooner throw herſelf at-my feet and con- 


feſs her guilt, than expoſe herſelf to the 
dreadful alternative of a diſcover) 
Marquis, who. fears nothing ſo much. as 
an cclat, redoubled his gifts, his careſſes, 


andhis promiſes; and the Count, by in- 


forming him of her inſolence to me, 
furniſhed him with a pretence for her 


1 departure, which he had been ſome 2 | 


in ſearch of. He has lo 
255 f : 45 13 


ery: OPPor- | 
tunely to extricate her from this di- 
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urbourg du PG, and as he cat 
Vilit her in the evening; the valerwhoſe 
name 5s Girard, is at full liberty tobe 
With her all the day. eee 
This my dear mother; is the-fabſfanee | 
br the Count's information. He requei 
ed. my permiſſion to- follow? his wn 
plans for expofing this girl, and has en- 
aged to reſtorè to be my hufband 
more affectionate than ever. He would 
-not explain how' he intended to bring it 
about; Lean partly gueſs, but one thing 
-diftreſſes me. This unhappy creature 
is four months gone with child; ſhould 
1 not have! tg reproach myſelf with the 
infant's death, were We violent ſcene 
to occaſion her miſcarriage, and would 
it not be better to wait patiently till after 
her delivery? What will become of her 
then? Girard has no regard for her, he 
merely makes her his ſport. How mi- 
ſerable are thoſe women who yield up 
their hearts to the influence of a violent 
F; ror ! This Ap is Tprung g from a fa- 


77 — mily 


K 3 3) 
ai where Banat and probity reigned ; ; 
but the 8 of ys” rendered all theſe 
| advantages abortive... The Count has 
diſcovered: that the defire of having a 
maſquerade habit was the cauſe of her 
firſt imprudence, while the lived with 
her parents. An adept in the art of 
diſſimulation, ſhe impoſed upon her mo- 
ther, and thoſe who recommended her 
to me, and 1 know for a certainty that 
the Marquis conſiders her conqueſt as 
a piece of good fortune, entirely owing 
to his own merit. While I am deplor- 
ing the miſery of my own ſex, when un- 
der the dominion of a ruling paſſion, I 
own I could laugh, but that I deem it 
reprehenſible, at the abſurd credulity of 
the men. Thel Marquis has experience | 
and good ſenſe, yet does he ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be duped by the affected inno- 
cence of a young girl, who pal pably de- 
beives him, without the leaſt miſtruſt 
* his ne: I r apprehend his rage 
4 * . a 


4 


I againſt bis unbeppy creature will make. 
1 commit ſome excefs, and I moſt 


Anderely pity her. If 'a good dowry 
Would induce Girard to marry Her, 1 


would moſt Wee contribute to- 
wards it. 1 n 
I will dwell no Aber on. u. bie 
kunt ſubject, but baſten to inform you 
of one more agreeable, and which gives 
me infinite ſatisfaction. About a fort- 


es night ago the Marquis introduced to me 


a young Neapolitan nobleman, of the 
moſt agreeable figure imagipable ; 3 but 
His converſation and manners make you 
ceaſc to regard it. It is impoſſible to 
conceive one of his age poſſeſſed of a 
mare uniyerſal knowledge, a more ſolid 
underſtanding, or a more juſt and bril- 
liant wit. Do not aceuſe- me of Par- 
tiality.; every body is of the ame oPi- 
nion reſpecting Signor Maſtrilli, whoſe 
affiduity at our houſe has created innu- 
merable jealouſies. He made no ſeeret 
ta the Marquis of the motive f his vie 
fits 5 9 has enſlaved him, and he 
IE declares. 


C77 y 
| es he ſhall be the happieſt of men 
it he can obtain her heart and hand. 


raging him, ſeemed rather to increaſe 
the ardour of his ſentiments. He is 


entirely bis own maſter, and you will 


ſelf, and one from the Marquis, re- 


queſting your's and my father's conſent 


to his propofals. Matilda cannot eon -- 
ence of the young foreigner; not that 


ſhe has any ſuſpicions of his intentions, 


for I believe vanity. alone has; given riſe 
to the emotions we Have diſoovered: 


her heart has nò ſhare in them, or I am 
much miſtaken. The Marquis thinks the 


- which,. however; does not deter 
us from re ing this union as depend- 


to. be ſenſible to love oy beſides,” the ca. 


22 7: : 1. 3 ; Jac 


Tue Marquis immediately informed him 
that my ſiſter had no other portion than 
her beauty and accompliſhments; which 
acknowledgment, ſo far from diſcou- 


ingonly! on you. My. faſter is too young : 
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whom the will be bound by all the ties 
ol gratitude and duty TH 


itura y follow for an awighls'n man; to 


Signor Maſtrilli, 
with the delicacy of a lover, would fain 


have acquainted her with his proceed- 13 


ings, to obtain her, and fears he ſhall 
be indebted ſolely to her obedience for 
his happineſs; but the Marquis comforts 


him with aſſurances of his affection be- 


ing returned, which reſtores him to ſome 
degree of tranquillity. I feel a very ſen- 
lible pleaſure in contemplating this dear 
child's approaching eſtabliſnment; but 
when I reflect on my own ſituation, and 
the inconſtancy of man, I dread the ſame 
affliction for her which I at this moment 
experience, and my tendereſt compaſ- 
ſion is moſſ painfully awakened.; How] 


happy thoſe, who, far from the great 
5 31 eee their hearts free from 


22 A 7 the 


( 175 ) 
the dangerous inciples contracted" in 
it! In our humble dwell ngs, rare are the 
inſtances of infidelity, ' whereas here, oe 
faithful heart is 4 gem as rately to be 
found, and conjugal fidelity i is looked 
upon as an n old chimera, dectied and dit 
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Dover not, deareſt child, ſy that 
the bunt will reſtore to you u the 
Marquis's affections. To him you "al- 
ready owe his valuable Hfe, and to him 
you” w will be f indebted for his return' to 
rectitude and virtue. There waited 
this Taft trait of generofity' to the- por- 
trait of his character, and I thifik it im- 
* ble to be more perfect. Believe 
„ my beloved daughter, a heart like 
Bis 18 inacceflible to vice: you have no- 
thing to apprehend rom the Palmen of 
nel n lover.” I approve your 8 
mm 3 With 


8 
13 
» A 2 "Y 
T4 99 "4 
4 A 5 
5 1 
©." * 
2 —_= 
#4 
3 1 * 
* 1.8 
be. #1 
J. La F 
HT » 9 
x . 
9 1 
4 3 4 
* { * « * N 
N 
514: ES: 
i „ 
1 
A. : 
$3...” 
© x 1 
 $/ * jp 
Y . 
4 Nes 5 
#1, WINE 257” = 
Ni 1 
e 4 
- l o 
| 1 
3 I 1 0 
7 * - 1 
Fer 
0; 19 p 
2-2 
F " 
F 4 > 
{> i ? 
4 7 z 
$1 : þ 
; : ” 
NA 3 
45 1 N 
'F! 8 bi 
$2 Hing'% Yo 
i 8 
- ' 4 
177 12 x 
».+ $44 " 
7 * | be] 
+ i} . * \ 
fl N . N 
57 : 
4: 1 J 
1 £ 
+8 * o A 
11 85 2 11 
14% 3s 7 'i 
it 1 . 
* e 
I. f »t 
of 8 G * — 
% # 1 3 : 
2 
15 4 
IH } 
SSIS LS 
1e ” . 
+ : 
5 + + 
1 1. 18 
A828, 4440* 
5172 
n. 
Nen 
at "7 
24 b 
1143 
10 1 
of : 
$44 4 
4 
14 
1 
14 
7 4 
{ 
+ KID i 
421% FS BN 
* 1 > 5 
1 . 
N © 4 G 
: 6 4 
TE 553 
< IT 
F438 38 
: 4- : 
Nen 
| : : g 
mr 1 1% 

T \ 
e 
e tit ©] 
TEE * 

b 12 
4 LIT 
3.4 "7 
36: 38-28 *'Þ 
wt + 4 
-_ 
ay 
gs t * 
+ * 194 A 
PACT {vc * 
* ot +7 = 
5. 5 ' 
n * 
4 $$ * 
* 3 A * 
eu A Fi 
8 995 'T « 
\ ö »\ 
en. 
F f ES. 
* x 4 a 
\ + x S od 
Weine 307 
Wien 5 
1999 
Mz % ky 
INES + 
2 4 1 
SI'S 1 
wt 17 2 ! 
** 2/4 +3 | 
+=D 1 0 
A 
7.6 4 
1 5% 
. , 8 | 
N 1 4 
h "25 F Fa 
13} FRI 
C15 1.3 os 
*N 2 — 
i * * 5 
by 1 * 1 EY © 
5 
of 90 4. [i 
-*:4% iFR f 
ifs J 84 b 
T5 58 bs i. 
. 438 þ A 
<4TTS 1 , | 
i438 "> 
N. p * 
l Rod - 
a [21 g x 4 
1 1 £ 
:. = 
i 
c 11. a 
# 1 
8 
* 5 1 
7 6 
1 8 
" N 
4: +18 W 6, 
KR. IL 
— v 
83 a8 a 
1 2 
aq" 4 7 
44 If A 
7”: * 
* 214 
* © Bs i 
PISTONS 
J "7 
4 1 « bY 
3 5 
* 1 7 * * 
r 1 5 
+ $3 $ "7 
e 
1 
3 * 
fl : =. 
* 


rr 
—— —— — 


— tron 
3 [ 2 
eee 
— 

L 


= 2 


. ——— ns 


. 


— ru 


LAT PIs. W * SF 3 3 + 
- 7 8 


. — — K . ˙—·W r TD 


dee to marry ber; thoſe ſort of 


people arg) ngt, Oven eg, anda. good | 
ſym, of money. may perhaps blind his 
eyes to all precedi g tranſactions. 
Tour father writes to the Marquis = 
and. to Signor Maſtrilli, by this poſt. 
He, reſigns, the concluſion of the buſi- 
eſs wholly to the former; by and relying 
ept tirely on his, prudence and diſcern- 
re we are perſuaded he cannot be | 
deceived. i in this young nobleman's cha- 
7405 7 1. cannot ſufficiently, praiſe, the 
mighty for the bleſſings, he thowers 
20 M: our family, and I conti inually 
him to grant this dear child 


gran ge ould, prove fatal e N 


14: SS: ſalvation. 


ſalvation. She is extremely young, and 
I fear back a brilliant fortune will quite | 


Jo 


turn her dead. Wemuſt commit al 
Providence, and only ſtrixe, by eat 


ſubmiſſion to its will, to merit its ſpe · 


cial favour and guidance. L agree with 
you, my love, in extolling we fim- | 
plicity of . morals. that prevails. at a. 


4 - 15 F. 


diſtance from the great world; it re- 


quires a more than common virtue to 


preſerve it at a court: but God never for 
ſakes thoſe who are ſtedfaſt to him. Be⸗ 
tides, experience has taught vou, | 


child, that he infuſes gall into the cup of 


pleaſure, and tempers the happineſs a 
this life with ſalutary bitters, to preſerve 
bis children f from being too much at. 
tached to it. Whatever £ r0od qualities 

you ſuppoſe Signor Magrilli to poſſeſs, 
5 is fill. 4 man, and a young one, fe 


your ſiſter muſt not expect unal terable 


conſtancy. 1 know her well, the is 
very proud, and would be-more ſenvbly 
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"hs mitt ſummon patience to her a id; 


for nature wi not * A \Phopomenos 


In her fayour. - IDF 


Tour third ſiſter i is defi du of pecig⸗ 


ing a nun, and is continually ſuppli- 


cating her father's permiſſion to re-enter 
the convent, where ſhe was a penſioner, 


_ Gedlaring ſhe is not at all jealous of her 


two elder fiſters good fortune. We are 
charmed with her ſentiments' of piety, 


but I have told her, we are reſolved to 


withhold 'our conſent till ſhe is five and 


twenty. The term is ſomewhat long, 
but one cannot be too cautious of in- 
dulging the firſt enthufiaſm of a young 
mind. Till then, I added, I would al- 
5 low her to live as retired with me, as ſhe 


could do i in the cloiſter, and never would 
ſorce her inclinations reſpecting marriage. 
1 only wiſh her to be thoroughly ac- 
quainted | with Herſelf, and with - the 


world ſhe is ſo eager to abandon, that 
the may avoid the repentance too com- 


N attend lant on inconſiderate en- 


85 


gagements. Fron the Marquis's lettet 
J infer that Signor Maſtrilli has no par- 


ticular inducement to refide at Naples; 


if ſo; it would be a very great comfort 
to me if he could be prevailed upon to 
make ſome ſtay at Turin. 1 tremble 
when I reflect on your fiſter's extreme 
youth, ſhe will want a guide on her firſt 


entrance into. the world, and I ſhould 


be eaſy if ſhe could ſpend ſome time 
under your direction. If this is impoſ- 
fible, perſuade your favourite to aceom- 
pany her: the advice of this woman 
whom ſhe loves and reſpects; will be of 
material ſervice. 1 have been told that 


libertiniſm and impiety are as prevalent 


at Naples as at Turin, and this idea 
embitters all my happineſs at the pro 

ſpect of ſo 5 ſtlemerttod 
my child. Ty will be done, O my God ! 
This muſt ſtill be our theme, my bes 
loved daughter. May be be the guide 
and conductor of a family of 
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wc. pp rotetion, and whom I would: 
[ mach, rather b behold.in the, ont pb 


2 1 
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| 1 Farewell, n my child, write to me AY 
ns | poſt, for I ſhall not be caly. till I. kno 
| Marquis has abjured, his errors. 
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WWI are Bere in 6 Kate bf mos 
2810 impoſſible for me to deſcribe. As- 
foot as the Marquis received my father's 
letter, he eommunicated the contents to- 
Signor Maſtrilli, who thought himſelf. 
the happieſt of men. Matilda had 5 


i of his agony and deſpair, when hef u 

F bimſelf obliged to relinquiſh this plea- 
4 fing hope. Myriſter will not hear of 

4 | marriage 31 thendoclures the idea of an 
1 65 | engage- 


( 785 7 


engagement makes her tremble, and 
| threw. herſelf at the Marquis s feet, con- 


juring him not to conſtrain her in this | 


point. Te aſked her if the had.: any re- 
pugnance to the perſon propoſed to her; 
ſhe aſſured him ſhe had not, chat ſhe 


was fully ſenſible of his merit, but that 


* Lo PROT 


ſhe ſhould be wretched i in the extreme, 


if. your authority. was uſed to compel her 


to accept .of him: Before I communi- 
cated her refuſal to her lover, I took her 


in private, and ſpared no pains to diſ. 


cover the cauſe of it. but I am bewil- 


dered, t my dear mother 4. her little. heart = 


is im t able. She anſwered me on 


by ſhedding torrents of tears, and con- 
cluded by faying ſhe would be a nun. 


Lou know her former diſlike to, this 


ſtate; What can have o E 


; * 3 " 1 43 TE 


wrought this change? TEST 
It was neceflary, .however,, to come 
to an e N 
this taſk devolved on me. I did alla in 
my Pore to ſoften the bad com lun 


lanation with her. lover, and 
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about to pay him; 1 imputed my 
Hiſter's repugnance to her youth, to her 
affection for me, and to her dread of 
living in 4 country the did not like; 

but in ſpite of all my « endeayours T gave 
u mortal blow to poor Maſtrilli. Ah 
my dear mother, what a misfortune for 
i man to have refigned' his t 


Tove, and fill that day how Il 


know the powerful effects of this 'paſ- | 


-fion! While I ſpoke, Maſtrilli trembled 


and grew pale, his eyes filled with tears, 


and he ſank almoſt lifeleſs to the ground. 


A heart of adamant only 66uld have re- 
mained unmoved at his fituation. 1 
wiſhed ſome lucky chance might have 


brought my ſiſter to my apartment, ſhe 


mit have been affected at ſuch a fight. 
It 10 completely overcame me, that my 
tears flowed with thoſe of this rejected 


lover, and 1 very ſinoerely promiſed to 


uſe every effort to determine Matilda in 
His favour; but he carried his generoſity. 
ſo far as to intreat me not to do vio- 


2 OP „ | lence 


(9) 


18 to her inclinations.- He requefled 


the Marquis s permiſſion to continue 
his addreſſes, as he hopes by perſeye- 
rance to ſoften: her in his favour ;. P who, 
unable to- conceive the reaſom of her 
unaccountable obſtinacy, commanded 


her with much aſperity to ſuffer . 


Maſtrilli's attentions. She obeys, 
it is eaſy to perceive, with infinite re- 
| luctance and averſion, This young no- 


troubles to me, and when I fee him, I 


can ſearee help being out of humour 


with Matilda. She alters viſibly, and 


my woman aſſures me ſhe Nies een 


Part of the night in tears. 


Though the Marquis is Wach eigied | 


with conloling this unfortunate young 


man, .. has he not loſt ſiglit of his 


miſtreſs. He has furnifhed ber! apart- 
-ments magnificently; and has given her 
two female attendants. As he can vi 
her but once a day, he indemnifies: him- 
elf k 


5 wiiting to her. She ſacrifices his 
CITI | letters 
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aan comes every day to confide his | 
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letters to Girard, and [ had the curiofity 
one of them, than, Ka nothing 
am almoſt 


can be more tender. 


| tempted 1 to believe thats AP has be- 


witched him: however, 1 begin to accuſ- 
tom myſelf to his indifference, and ccaſe 
to feel it ſo ſenfibly as at firſt. 1 only | 
ndw regard it, as it is blameable in the 


fight of God. By what I remark. in 
young, a 


ſtrilli, IL am convinced the 
Marquis's love for me was never ve | 


* ardent. He eſteems and regards me as 


2.1 iend capable of governing his houſe, 


and of giving him 2 poſterity and if I 
am not deceived, this is the 


amount of his ſentiments pars me. 1 


dare hardly own, to you that there are 


moments in which my ſelf. love is mor- 


tified at not having inſpired him. with 
paſſion qual to what Maſirilli feels fas 


my ſiſter, and;to, which ſhe; makes ſoun- 


grateful a return. He might then pro- 
bably have taught me what it was to 
MP fox when examine my own heart, 


I find that I never Alber for im 
thoſtextreme agitations, thoſe nameleſs 
anxieties that torment Maſtrilli. Doubt- 

leſs it Wwas a bleſſing I never did, how 
elſe could. 1 re ſurvived bis incon- 
aanty ! t I'S Wi 45 . : 

| Every. ching cup! to afflict mes a 

Touched with the misfortunes of the 

young Neapolitan, I thought i it my duty 

to do all I could to alleviate his g grief. 
His fole pleaſure is to talk to me of my 
ſiſter; and to make me the confidant of” 
his troubles. I cannot refuſe him this 
conſolation, more eſpecially AS the Mar- 
quis defires it. Thou ought the Count 
knows the gauſe of this young man's 
continual affiduity, ke ppl jealous” 
of it: he ſighs deep and often when he 
ſees us together, and is grown thought | 
ful and grave. Yeſterday, as he handed 
me to my carriage, he could not help 
telling me, he envied the fate of Maſ- 
trilli, who was much happier than he 
Was aware of, fince he had been able to 
awaken 


0 19 » 
An, my eee Theſe grants 


. 


1 the fav 8. A were * 
lovks were got. 1 grieve that 1 am 
5 the neceſſity of keeping well with 
him; and could almoſt hate him, wot” 
withſtanding what he is doin £ for me. 
To puniſh. his audacity, 6 + affected to 


ſpeak. of Maſtrilli with pleaſure; that i is 
to fay, 1 Was laviſh i in his praiſe ; for. one 


; cannot name im without admiring, his, 
accompliſhments and virtues 5 T intreat q 


you to inform me how I Mall act with.” 
regard. to my fitter. She would cer. 
tainly haye been very happy, had the 
accepted the propoſed alliance, "by ür 
would there not be a 7 8 of 5 rba⸗ 
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Hane you Bbg) reflected, my denn | 
child, on the ſubject of your laſt 
jetter, and de you not perceive the abyſs 
that 1 is opening beneath your feet? 1 
am not afraid of alarming you too much, 
m y beloved daughter, you are at this 
moment in the moſt critical conjuncture 
of your whole life. You begin to grow: 


indifferent to the negloct and infidelity... 
of your huſband; you have ventured to 
own to yourſelf that he never touched 
heart; you envy your fiſter the: 
paſſion ſhe has infpired; you are irri- 
tated againſt the Count, who, rendered 
clear - ſighted by jealouſy, dives into your 
thoughts, and diſcovers ſentiments there 
of Which you yourſelf are ignorant. 
Aht my child, open your eyes; con- 
template your danger, and at any rate 
whatſoever remove the ae Mattriilic 
e vat HT anon IE 7. The 
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þ 169 eee eas ate 
hen duty: b ut it is poffible your: bt 
may have been i 


painfal-iruggle for you, in rhgch, ho] . 
ever, I truſf you will be vitarious. "If 
unhappily mine and the 
tures are true, beware, my. geabigt-de- 
jection. We are not alwrays maſters o 
our thoughts, but we are of our actions, 
and it is of theſe only ther Al might; 
will exact an account. He _ libre 

«2 | per- 


CES) 


Permitted this + deviation from Tight to. 


humble you, to ſhew you what you 
would be without his grace. To what 


exceſſes do the paſſions lead, when'not 


under the guidance of reaſon 1. The 
Marquis in a ſtate of ſubjection to the 


moſt contemptible of creatures; the 
Count a prey to the torments. of jea- 


louſy; Maſtrilli experiencing alternately 
hope, fear, and deſpair; your fiſter con- 


ſumed by ſome ſecret attachment; your. 
ſelf deluded by ſentiments that glide in- 


to your heart, under the ſeducing form 
of pity: all this, my child, is the e 
ful work of the paffions. 

I foreſee that this will be to you a 
fource:of reflection and triumph. You 


will humble yourſelf beneath the hand 


of the Almighty, who takes occaſion to 
ſhew us the corruptiorof-our nature, and 
bo little we ought to depend upon our- 


felves. Remember alſo, that in ſuch a 


a caſe, diſcouragement is the effect of 
1 which ca nnot tupport the convio- 
„„ < tion 
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us a} to refit our pie ogg bil 
| render us guilty in proportion only as 


they are indulged. "Lets us now ME. of 
e 8 
I know her natural Wees 401 the 


cloiſter, and I can no otherwiſe account 
for her rejection of an offer ſo much 
above her expectations, e by ſup- 


poſing ſhe nouriſhes a ſtrong attach- 


6 ; and J recur 


ment for ſome other obj. 


io my former opinion. She loves the 
Count, and to this her firſt affection, 


the finds a delicate pleaſure in ſacri- 
icing her ambition. I am thoroughly 


acquainted with her diſpoſition; it is 
capable of the moſt Heroic efforts: be- 


fides, the reading of romances has ſpoiled 


her. I never could perſuade your fa- 
ther to forbid her theſe ſort of books; 


he conſtantly maintained that they in- 


ſpire our ſex with a noble pride, aud 


eg the fix moktlis the ſpent at the 
CONTENT, 


Gres) 
convent, he made her read all the Caſ- 
ſandras, the Cleopatras, &c. Her pre- 


ent conduct is the reſult of theſe Preci- : 


ous works. She now fancies herfelf one 
of the heroines whoſe. misfortunes ſhe 
has ſo often deplored her vanity ſup- 


Ports her, and prevents her diſcerning 


the horror of the ſacrifice ſhe meditates. 


Vou may readily imagine that with ſuch 
ideas I can never conſent to her taking 
the veil; but I think it would be ad- 


viſeable to let her paſs ſome time in a 
convent: ſhe may there loſe the re- 
membrance of the Count, and You 
will have a fair pretence for removin 

Naa. 8 


+» Reſign- the care of pies your 
rind entirely to this dear Count, whom 


 1-fincerely love, and do not gratify your 
curioſity any more on this head. F 
The peruſal of the letter you men- 
| tioned ſerved but to irritate you againſt 
your huſband, who is entitled to your 
bite rather than to your indignation or 
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indifference. - Did you reflec ſeriouſly = 
on his bebaviour to you, you would not 


Joubt of his regard. Jou fay he never 


expreſſed thoſe violent emotions for you, 


that you have obſerved in Maſtrilli; f 
and ſor this reaſon, becauſe love mani- 


ſeſts itſelf differently in different people: 


and becauſe he found no obſtacle to the 
obtaining of your hand. But ſuppoſing 
his regard amounted to no more than a 
tender friendſnhip founded on eſteem, 1 
ſhould ſtill think your condition far pre- 
ferable to your fiſter's. Happineſs i is 


not the reſult of love alone; this paſſion 
is ſubject to too much viciſſitude to be 
i fole foundation. | 

Farewell, my deareft child, "op me 


i! [gain exhort you to beware of dejection; 
I cannot inſiſt too ſtrongly on this ar- 
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du MoxNTIER, 
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| How infinitely am I indebted tb you, 

my deareſt mother; and how grate- 
ful L onght to be to the Almighty for 
Having, through your means, ſnatehed 
me from the brink of the precipice on 
which 1 tood ! I will not attempt to 


deferibe my various ſenſations on read- 


ing your letter: I was in a manner an- 
nihilated with conſuſion. Aſtoniſned 
and terrified at what was paſſing in my 
mind without my knowledge, T* at- 


tempted not to ſcreen my weakneſs 
from my own view. Your letter brought 


to mind a thouſand incidents, which 
till then had eſcaped my notice. At 


the ſame moment the Marquis ſent for 
me, but I felt myſelf unequal to the taſk 


of appearing ; ſhame, confuſion, fear, 


and diſmay, were pictured on my coun- 
T_ and had it been poſſible, 1 


K 3 would 
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Souls have hid myſelf from the light of 
I therefore ſent word I was 


ill, and begged he would make my ex- 


cuſe to the company, for ſome ladies 


had been announced. The Marquis 


- Aline; rae tiftently to g t f 
had only time to conceal your letter, 
and unable to ſuſtain the fight of one 


before whom I was ſo cul pable, I fell 


ſenſeleſs on the floor. 


He called for 


aſſiſtance, and when J recovered, my 
ſenſes, I found myſelf on my bed, ſur- 
rounded-by the phyſician, the Marquis, 
my fiſter, the Count, and young Maſ- 
trilli. I no ſooner caught a glimpſe of 


this laſt, than overcome with the violent 


emotions the ſight of him occaſioned, I 


with my hands, as if to ſhield me from 


the obſervations of all around me. I felt 


harboured there. 


as though they could read my heart, and 
diſcover the ſentiments unintentionally 
1] defired the Mar- 


F fend ny renn, 


is 43 5.47 


and 


Cw). 


and, ietebained; alone with him avg the 
pbyſician. A Night fever was the con- 
ſequence of my agitation, upon Which 
Wing Was e neceſſaty, but Ire: 


he ner, is-defer- it till the next Py 
The Marquis appeared in agonies about 
me, and though I repeatedly aſſured him 
I was better, and only wanted reſt, he 
would not leave me the whole night, 
but paſſed it in an arm chair by my bed · 
fide. How painful a one it was to me 
what conflicts „ what ſelf-reproaches, did 
J endure } Not that I heſitated a mo- 
ment in renouncing Maſtrilli, whom I 
cannot now think of without trembling; 
but, my deareſt mother, while my will 
approved the ſacrifice, my heart was 
rent by it. Till then I never compre- 
bended the meaning of St. Paul's words, 
when he complains of having two wills, 
which were ever at variance with cach 
other. Phat night cruel experience ex- 
N . This it ion of 


emblem « what the: foul, ſuffers i in 4ts 
| pleted himſelf to the one a in the 
moſt bewitching form, the other repulſed 
him with the moſt inexpreflible horror. 
kT endeavoured to counterfeit fleep, that 


I might be the leſs obſerved; but tibe 


violent agitations of my mind occafioned 
ſuch a tremor of body, that I was all 
over in a cold ſweat, and the palpita- 
tions of my heart were diſcernible 
through the covering of my bed. The 
Marquis, who knew not what to un [> 
got up ever inſtant to look at me, not- 
withſtanding my 0 intreaties. to . 
quiet. What moſt embarraſſed me was, 
how to avoid meeting Maſtrilli. I was 
afraid it would appear affected to beg 
me Marquis to remove him ſo ſuddenly, 
and 1 would rather have died than have 
again beheld him. This laſt threatened 
the greateſt danger, and I determined to 


n nn thing, and, if neceſſary, to 
Mit! 8 | varkens 


: — 


forfeit the Count's good opinion, rather 
than incur it. This worthy friend is as 
free here as at his own houſe, and in the 
morning, finding the Marquis very low 


69 


ſpirited, he conjured him to take an 
hour's repoſe, promiſing not to leave me 


the while. Full of the idea T had con- 


ceived, I preſſed him to follow the 
Count's advice, aſſuring him I was 
much better: in effect, my tranquillity 
returned, when I thought I had ſecured 
myſelf from the fight of Maſtrilli. As 
ſoon as my huſband had left the room, 
I' requeſted the Count, in a faultering 
voice, to render me a piece of ſervice, of 


which I ſhould ever retain the' moſt 
grateful remembrance. © It is,” added 


I, that you will contrive to take Signor 


<-Maftrilli into the country, and detain 


him there a few days; 1 will employ 
« that time in placing my fifter in a 
*convent ; and on your part do all in 
%% your power to perſuade him to qui 


N urin: : let me never again | behold | 


= " him, 
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: and inſtead of mak 


LS) 


, T conjure you.” 


While L was 


Pero the Count Hood motionleſs, 


ng me a reply, ex- 


cla med, ce What aſtoniſhing virtue!“ 
then appearing confounded at what 


had eſcaped him, he added imm 


ately, © « you ſhall be obeyed, Madam $. 


10 1 can readily conceiye the pain it gives 


4 you to witneſs your ſiſter's ſufferings, 
60 from the preſence of one who 1 18 the 


4 innocent cauſe of the Marquis's anger 


« towards her.” Theſe laſt words ſome- 
what re-afſured me, perhaps he did not 


penetrate my motives; but I deceive 
mny{clf: his firſt emotion betrayed him; 
he is acquainted with my 
I muſt ever bluſh before him. But it 
Hignifies little to appear guilty, provided 
e ceaſe to be ſo. Would to God 


weakneſs, and 


1 eould,: by acknowledging my fault to 


the whole world, expiate it in his 


eyes, I would not IT; a men in 


12 5 Fer A = 


1730 
The Marquis, who could not remain 
wag away from me, found me much fe- 
covered on his return. I felt as if I had 
got rid of an enormous weight that had 
oppreſſed me, and my haraſſed frame 
ſoon reſigned itſelf to Nleep. When I 

awoke,” the delightful calm that ſuc- 
ceeded to the former tempeſt in my ſoul 
was hardly conceivable. A ſenſation of 
ſhame before the Almighty alone re · 
m , Which I ſhall feel during 
my whole life. My heart, 1 truſ, 
was innocent in his ſight; it had ng 
ſhate in the ſurpriſe. of my ſenſes. 1 
loved without knowing it, without de- 
firing it; and, but for you, I ſhould 
e not have. difcovered the evil, 
till the remedy was no longer in my 
power. What a leſſon for the future þ 

The Lord has doubtleſs puniſhed me for 
the ſeverity. with which I judged-others, 
1 thought; a woman inexcuſable who 
ſuffered herſelf to be ſurpriſed into love, 
and treated as a chimera whatever I had 
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I had ever awed onal — 
with my reaſon; my ſenſes rebelled not 
againſt it, nor had I any inolination to 
combat. I eſteemed myſelf virtuous, 
becauſe I had no temptation to be other- 
wiſe. How great was my delufion ! I 
now know what dependance to place on 
my own ſtrength, and will henceforth 
be in the preſence of my God as a timid 
child who dares not ſtir from its mother, 
and who flies for refuge to her boſom 
at the leaſt approach of noiſqGQG. 
At five in the afternoon the Marquis 
: came to tell me of Maſtrilli's departure, 
ho excuſed the ſuddenneſs of it by al- 
ledging buſineſs of importance that re- 
quired his preſence. at Naples. 1 am 
not deceived by this, and can recogniſe 
the Count's zeal to oblige me. May 
Heaven reward him for this good action, 
and grant him that peace of mind which 
1 have regained through his means! 


1 w_ deareſt mother long be pre- 
FUE ſerved 


(1475 1 


fered to remain expoſed to the dangers 
n  farround: mn without her nn to 
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"The Alien to the preceding... 


I 


Di. one expire with joy, my Sw 


child, I ſhould certainly have died 
8 41 read your letter. I am really 


edified by the conflicts you have 
ſuſtained, and in which vou ſo glori- 
ouſly triumphed. The Almighty con- 
ducts you, as it were, by the hand, 

my dear; this proof was ee bs 
your virtue. 


Like you, I am 1 you. 7009 
innogent in his fight. That kind and 


indulgent father who knows the ſtrength, 
and violence of our paſſions, will not be 


offended at. the involuntary errors they. 
occaſion : to combat them, is all he re · 
it was this wean 


quires of us, and 


to mb, or elſe may L not be fufz 
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e old mar dane e 
but you have experienced the ſuccour 
God beſtows on + ſuch as fight with all 
their ſtrength. The happy unexpected 
calm you enjoyed, is the reward this 
merciful Being promiſes to the victorious. 
Compare now, my dear child, what you 
have faffered with the inevitable tor 
ments that muſt have enſued, had you 
allowed time for this partiality to in- 
coreaſe, and you will agree that it is eaſier 
to reſiſt our paſſions than baſely yield 
to them. Thoſe who heſitate on theſe 
oceafions, only redouble their . pains, 
' while ſuch as with a determined refolu- 
tion courageouſly fly temptation, will 
ſdon obtain the reward of their labours. 
The paſſions only rebel againſt thoſe 
who feebly combat them, but are in en- 
tire- ſubjection to ſuch as treat them 
With rigour. If any one is obliged 
to touch a nettle, he avoids its ting by 
ering it with vigour; while he who 
ole plucks 


m) 


plucks it in fear, feels all its power ta 
wound: ſoit is with the renunciation of 
vice, which is ſo much the more difficult 
if it is performed with waverin ng ws irs! 
reſolution. N 7-5 

Tou are not the only o one, my FO 
child, 5 who. may accuſe themſelves of 
want of charity towards the foibles of 
others. How many women have never 
had to combat their inclinations, and 
heve arion | enen themſelves en- 


wh. er . e ere ert 
into love! They do not reflect, that 
diſeretion is no longer meritorious 
when merely the effect of conſtitution 
or of eircumſtance. She who unſeel- 
ingly condemns the unſortunate female, 
who in, ſome critical and unguarded 
moment fell from; the eminence of vir - 
tue, would in the fame caſe; have com- 
' mitted the ſame crime. | Let us ſincerely 
_ compaſſionate thoſe: who ſtray from the 
paths of _ and SE avoid any 


_ Ids! inſolent 
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( 75 5 
inſolent returns on our own. \ ſuperiority. 
Tet us beware of faying with the proud 21 
Phariſee, % thank thee, 0 Lord, that 
am not as other men are.” To you, 
my child, 1 am not afraid of faying, t that 
this rrogance, in my opinion, renders 
us infinitely more culpable in the ſight 
of God than do the greateſt enormities. 
Heaven forbid 1 ſhould juſtify the want 
of chaftity i in my ſex, nothing can excite 
greater abhorrence; but I would have 
the crime condemned, without ſo bit- 
terly contemning the offender: I would 
have this reflection brought home to 
ourſelves; ſhe has done nothing that I 
ſhould not. be equally capable of doing; 
were God to abandon me to my o-. 
direction. I would have us compaſ- 
ſionate the failings of others, judge 
our own with rigour, and be filled 
with gratitude towards the Almighty; 
always giving, him the glory of the 
peace of mind we enjoy, or of the vic- 
"oF; we obtain over ourſelves. Were 
theſe 


2 


( 179 T1 
theſe diſpoſitions more prevalent, "thera 


would be fewer-of thoſe endleſs animad- N 


verfions on the conduct of others, thoſe 
infolent lamentations of the vices of the 
age, which always end in a rehearſal of 
the vices of individuals. This de- 
ſect peculiarly appertains to ſuck; as 
make a trade of devotion, . and WhO are 


as far removed from it as the heavens 
are from the earth. The venom. of | 


3 ſlander diſtils from their lips; they ſeem 

to think themſelves upon ſuch good 
terms with their Maker, that they may 
be diſpenſed with obſerving charity i in 


their dealings with men. Hencefor - 
ward, my child, you will avoid this rock, 
by calling to mind when you are dif} 
poſed to be ſevere, the danger from 


which the Fines ol God has reſeued. 


you. 
If I had not w 66 an opinion * 


the Count, I ſhould blame the confi- 


dence you repoſed in him, but it is ex- 


cuſed by the peculiar circumſtance that 
N occaſioned 
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ecaifioned it. In ſuch conflits, flight 


only can inſure victory, and it behoves 


you to. obtain it at any rate. You could 


not have eſcaped his obſervation, and | 
as he had known your error, it was re- 
quiſite he ſhould witneſs your repara- 


tion. Who knows but it may have a 
good effect an himſelf? A heart that 
overcomes an ardent inclination which - 
has ariſen unawares, will hardly be ſup- 
poſed to yield in the c cool hour of reaſon; 
and this will naturally ſuggeſt itſelf to 
the Count's reflection. Make no in- 
quiries about the means he uſed to re- 
move Maſtrilli, nor teſtiſy the leaſt cu- 
Tiofity on the ſubject. Write to me 
immediately, for I am very uneaſy about 


your health, which I intreat you will 


take care of; more eſpecially do not 


give way to dejection, you have. dr 
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Bru om the js March f * * * to Madame 
7 Monrixn. e 


1 a Mother, 


VE are now cometo the a of 

the piece, which I fear will end very 
| aolefully for me. I implicitly abided 
by your advice reſpecting Roſa, and left 
A Marquis to the Count's care, who, 


to ſpare my uneaſineſs on this head, 


| obe ed from me the meaſures he took 
to accompliſh his cure. I was therefore 
much ſurpriſed to ſee the Marquis come 


home laſt night in a violent agitation 


he ſhut himſelf up in his own room, and 


walked up and down for a conſiderable - 
time in the moſt perturbed ſtate of mind. 
I thought I heard him repeat the name 


of the Count ſeveral times, and I was 


aſtoniſhed this one did not make his ap- 


pearance. In about an hour the. Mar- 
quis ſeemed to regain his compoſure, 
ww a few lines to his friend, and 
** * I | 3 | ET went 
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went out immediately after. As I was 


ſenfible we drew near the conclafion of 


this tragedy, I was at firſt extremely 


alarmed, but his writing to the Count 


re-afſured me. expect the latter 
with the utmoſt impatience, and WIH 
not finiſh my letter till L have bad ſome 


eonverſution with him. 


The Marquis and the Count are ke. 
turned home, and we have fi upped all to= 


gether: the former appeared thoughtful 


and uneaſy, but the kind attentions of 


his friend diſpelled his reſerve, and he 
ſoon recovered his wonted eaſe; Not- 
withſtanding my impatience to converſe 


with the Count, no opportunity has o. 
curred, and I am obliged to wait pati- 
ently till to-morrow. While we were 
at table, we received a note from Ma- 


tilda, * faying, the. had been much in- 


. 19000k the whole 1215 and wiſhed to N 


11 appears that notice . been Gen of hex 
entrance 10 the convent. . 2x3 QF JU 0 Dic 
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| foe me in the morning. The Count 
availed himſelf of this to aſk my per- 
miſſion to accompany me; and as he 
has not ſeen her ſince her reſidence at 
the convent, his requeſt appeared per- 
fectiy natural. 1 looked at the Mar- 


quis, whoſe anger is much ſubſided to- 


Wards the poor child, and he defired I 
would accept his friend's propoſition. 


« 1 could wiſh,” added he, that he 


ce would converſe with her alone; he 
10 may perhaps be more ſucceſsful than 
« we are in diſcovering the cauſe of her 
40 perverſeneſs. 3 

Me ſat out this morning at ſix o'clock; 
1 had not cloſed my eyes the whole 
night, and the Count was not. much 
he e, as he handed me to the carriage, 
B but the crifis has been very critical. - 


When we were ſeated, this We 


friend related to me as follows : 

5 « As ſoon as Mademoiſelle Rofa was 
« * brought to bed, Girard preſſed her to 
| cc break 


better. © The cure is complete,” ſaid 
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60 L. HOY the Marquis ; ; the at Biſt 
« excuſed herſelf, alledging her dread 
cc of being expoſed. His affection, ſhe 
e ſaid, had increaſed ſince ſhe had 
« brought him a ſon, and ſhe feared he 
t& would ſuſpect the true cauſe of a rup- 
ture made under ſuch circumflanices.” 
« Girard, according to the orders he had 
« received, threatened to defert her, and 
« the dread of lofing him determined 
„this unhappy woman to run all riſks. 
ce Of what is not the human heart ca- | 
cc pable, when under the ſole dominion 
« of a violent paſſion | The moſt ſacred 
«, oaths, religion itſelf, every thing is 
made ſubſervient to it. Roſa had 
« been very ill during her lying-in, and 
„ ſhe now affected to be touched with 
4 repentance. and a defire to return'to 
cc the paths of virtue. The poor Mar- 
quis, who, in ſpite of his irregularities, 
has a great ſenſe cf. religion, felt a a 
« ſeruple of conſcience i in preventing Ber 
c F *converlion. Her apparent conitrition 
Tre = heigh- 


— 


= Da > 1 wn - = 5 8 
n * * l ' 2 7 1 - 
* 4 W A ** * . *.* L a — 28894 * 5 * * n — 
77 Arte aun 2 Inn ON — EE EI ES 8 5 K , ; \ 
- > = =" . — . 9 es S * 8 nth» 
DOD OE ION EIT N — cn / 1 — 9 + x rr a 


"_ 
* 
3 
1 
. 
= 
\ 
Wi | 
* 
2 
f 
y 
i 
uw 
3 2 
3 
* 
; 
* 
+4 
_— 
IA. ; 
'% 34 
* 
2 
5 — 
144 
4. 
3 
* E 
. 
64 
* 4 
CY » 
Ew 
ons 
© %$ 
"% & 
. Act 
- [4 
= ls | 
_ 
« 3 
— 4 ; 
7 
by 
© oi 
* 
. 
= 12 


— py, 8 — 


I = TI" _ 
2 * — * 2 


2 r 
— Serre —_ IT) * — 1 P * " * 
8 2-44. tt, — — r * — __ * 
rc ˙ SE 2+ 2:20 bots; hc ener cn. 
8 Pos b * n x * N 
— = Pins "—_— + wi ad 8 . = 4 er 
FFF 
9 F 4 ! — 


0 40 1 
4 nen conſequently 
60 his love. The conflicts he endured 
« on this occaſion were the cauſe of the 
6 melancholy that oppreſſed him; and 
© which gave me ſo much uneaſineſs, 
© The Count; indignant at the torments 


_ & he ſuffered for ſo contemptible a crea- 


© ture, reſolved to undeceive him. He 
ec propoſed a party to ſupper at one of 


« the prettieſt girls in the town, to 


ce which the Marquis, willing to divert 
* his thoughts, conſented. They fat 
ou; in the Count's carriage towards 
« the cloſe of the day, and | you may 
e eaſtlyconceive the Marquis's aſtonith- 
ment, when it ſtopt at his dulcinea's 
door, In a faultering voice he de- 
1 manded whither he was conducting 
« him? To the place I promiſed you, 
* replied his friend. My rogue of a ya» 
Jet has made a conqueſt of this girl, 
e who really would amuſe a gentleman 
6 « vaſtly well. I diſcovered the intrigue 


6 *thropgh means of a dene whom 
5 Girard 
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with his confidente, 


Girard ho! 


and I promiſe myſelf ſome fun in de- 


< ranging the raſcal's ſupper. The 


Marquis remained petrified durin g 


« this diſcourſe. At length after a mo- 


4 ment's filence, he exclaimed, your 
cc coachman muſt be deceived; I am 


« well acquainted with the perſon who 
< hives here, and can anſwer ; both 
« for her conduct and principles, which 


4 are too nice to ſuffer her to abandon 


< herſelf to a ſervant, and was I to 
c name her, you would be of the ſame 


46 opinion — That is ſcarce poſſible, re- 


« joined the other; I myſelf have no 
6 knowledge of this girl, but Girard's 


* confidant is our coachman on the oc- 
* cafion, and he knows the houſe too 


« well to be miſtaken. But, Marquis, 


let us ſeek no further explanation of 
_ * this myſtery if you are really inte- 
e reſted in the perſon who lives here, 


take my advice and return home; do 
* not run the chance oſ loſing an error 
5 60 that 


ce that amuſes ybu.Vou cannot ſup- 
ce poſe I will do ſo; anſwered the Mar- 
ce, quis: I think I may truſt you, Count; 
I adore her who refides here, my 
c peace of mind is concerned in inveſ- 
e tigating the - ſuſpicions you have 
 &-raiſed ; only do not leave me, I con- 


jure you. As he ſaid this, they 


e alighted. The Count's lacquey aſ- 
ended by a private ſtaircaſe, and 
{© having the key of the apartment 
ce here Girard and Mademoiſelle Roſa 
were very quietly in bed together, 
«the Marquis received fall conviction 
of a perfidy he never otherwiſe would 
e have believed. At firſt he loaded 
this wretch with the reproaches ſhe 
ce deſerved; but ſhe, not in the leaſt 
_ <.diſeoncerted, afſumed an imperious 
«tone, and telling him ſhe was in bed 
«© with her huſband, defired he would 
make no attempt to expoſe her, or 
he ſhould: repent it. Her inſolence 
exaſperated him to the higheſt; while 
Vor. 1. L Sirarq, 
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pts Do not talk Abend Mits,” 
aid he: Fam not your huſband; and 
i eee I never ſhrall. I 
dum ſorry you oblige me to explain 
a myſclf ſo rudely, but your audacity to 
my Lord enrages me, and ſufficiently 
unveils your character. Theſe words 
4 were” like a thunder clap to the 
«4 wretched Roſa : the Marquis, after 
treating her as ſhe merited, flew out 
«of the houſe without his friend, and 
cc returned home immediately, where 
4 he ſhut himſelf up in his room, 
l before told you. Upon reflec- 
« tion on what had paſſed, he began to 
«fancy; the whole was a contrivance of 
Le the Count's, and forgetting what he 
„ owed to this invaluable friend, he 
„ wrote to him, deſiring he would meet 
ce him in a retired ann to give him fa-! 
« tisfaction for his behaviour: The Count 


« was-punQual to the appointment, b 
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ve he fuffered his friends paſſion to eva-' 


e porate; told him frankly he would 


c never fight him, and made him ob- 
e ſerve he had come without his ſword: 


*The Marquis; aſhamed. of his impe-' 


</tuoſity, became calm enough to liſten 
e to reaſon, and finally confeſſed he had 
c acted the part of a true friend „ 
out the whole of this affair? - 

We are flill ignorant of what his in- 


tentions are reſpecting Roſa, and our 


anxiety-on this point greatly ſhortened 
our viſit to Matilda. Ah! my dear 
mother, how terribly is ſhe altered! 


The ſight of her affected me to tears, 
and the Count was equally ſhocked. 
We both employed every poſſible argu- 
ment to prev: | 
cauſes of her grief, but in vain ſhe per- | 


miffion to take the veil. Of this I 


n give her no hopes, and after pro- 
a 8 miſing 


rudent to Nis obe: at a lz 
lenge penned in the heat of anger; 
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to ſee her again to-morrow, . we 


| tpn home as quick as, in 


The Marquis, had gone out about the 
ſame. time that we did, and had leſt a | 
meſſage for his friend to wait for him at 
the church of Saint Cbarles. I: am there- „ 
fore left to. myſelf and my on Teflec- 
tions, which are melancholy enough. I 


ſhudder leſt the Marquis ſhould ſuſpect 


me of being an accomplice | in what 
has paſſed. He is juſt returned With 


the Count: the poſt 1 is going out, and 1 
haye only time to ſeal my letter; "7M Py 
muſt therefore defer. informing you of 


what further hapPa2e, till Na next. 


#+ 5 d £5 


-* 
- LOS 


The Ao wer * to the he preceding. 


BuroRs you. receive this, my vin 
child, I am perſuaded - peace and, 


happineſs will be reſtored to you. The N 
firſt diſcovery alone was to be dreaded, 


and thanks to the Count's prudence, 
2 © RT ?à˙6 


. 


69 
every thing has Wess e to tlie utmoſt 


of our wiſhes. What an invaluable 
freaſure 1 is ſuch a friend, and how deeply | 


am I concerned at his being a prey to an 


_ unfortunate attachment. I till hope he 


will in time overcome it, and that after 
labouring to procure happineſs for his 
"friends, he will at laſt recover his own. 
Roſa is a wretch who no longer excites 
my pity : the laſt trait was wanting to 
Her portrait, which is now complete; 
her depraved heart could not fail of be- 
ing hypocritical. In my opinion, this 
is the nom Plus wlira of vice, and 1 
can never contain my indignation when 
I fee religion made the cloak for fin. 
This NY will come to a bad end, I 
ſear, and when the Marquis . hereafter 
| ſhall reflect coolly on her charaQer, he 
will be ſenſible he is delivered from very 
oppreſſive chains. I exhort you, my 
dear child, to leave the iſſue of this af- 
fair to Providence; my heart aſſures 
me it will terminate to your advantage. 
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nlous not to inſpire Matilda 
Vith the-ſmalleft hope of your ever con- 
"Knting to her taking the veil: her ob- 
ſtinacy in this particular muſt by no 
means be gratified. We can do no 
more than reſign her into the hands of 


3 1% 
"yt B\\ MF. 3 


lighten her with his grace, as er per- 
verſe ſilence deprives us of the power of 


affording her any other aſſiſtance. ox 
conſeſs to you' her melancholy ſituation 
Ereatly embitters my life, but ſenſible as 


vba that we are ignorant mortals, inca- 
pable of. judging what is beſt, for us, I 
ſupport myſelf with the continual 


thought that God can extract unlooked 
for good out of this her fad condition. 
1 0 Viſit her, poor thing, as often as Jou 


can; endeavour to reconcile her with 
the Marquis, and afſure her ſhe ſhall 


never. be conſtrained as to the mode ol 
life ſhe may chuſe to adopt, but that, | 
time muſt aſcertain the fincerity, of her 


ati- 


vocation. I wait with extreme im 


e Almighty, and implore, h W to en- 


cnce 


4 293 0 
4thele : various ee * Abe — 
pens, I rely on your conſtancy and per- 

ect reſignation to the will of Heaven. 
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From ih 2 en #4 7g Medens 


au MowrT1ER. 
— a - Mother, 


No O words are adequate to Jeferibe dhe | 
various trying-ſituations I 1 2 


repeatedly have I bsw obliged 1 to call 


to mind your counſel, and to implore 
the aid of the Almighty to ſuſtain me 
through them. This is indeed the only 


effectual way of alleviating the greateſt 
afflictions, and but for that, I firmly 
believe I ſhould have ſunk under mine. 
The Marquis was juſt returned with 


the Count as I cloſed my laſt; they 


both wore an air of embarraſſment, and 
went out again immediately after din- 
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mati 8 
eee 0 hen "mY we were conv 


tells Mk anhser who u res nt 
ſome lace to ſhew me. 1 would bave 


put her off till the next day, but the 
Marquis inſiſted upon her coming ii. 


Conceive his aſtoniſhment, when this 


woman put down a covered baſket juſt 


within the door of my apartment, on 
which was a letter unſealed, and ran 
away. We were all amazed, and gazed 
alternately upon each other, till the 
voice of an infant made me utter a 


ſhriek, and run to the baſket, in which, 


opening, I perceived a little boy, 


beautiſul as the day, Who held out 


his arms to me. The Marquis „ 
mained motionleſs in his ſeat: his 
friend went up, and ſaid ſomething to 
him in a low voice, while I, inattentive 


to hat paſſed, careſſed the little inno- 


cent, who was the very image of my 
Din and-exclaimed, that a nurſe 
ſhould 


( 295 ) 


ſhould be inſtantly procured: 1 4 
perceived the letter which lay open be- 


fore me: it informed me of the whole 
of the Marquis's intrigue, on whom were 
laviſhed the moſt indecent epithets, and 
concluded by adviſing me to beware of 
a huſband who made ſeduction his paſ- 

time, and was a proficient in deceit and 


the greateſt enormities. When I had 


read this libel, J tore it and threw it on 


a chair, and renewed my careſſes to the 
infant. The Marquis, who had never 


taken his eyes off me, though ſtill fixed 


to his chair, now gathered up the pieces 
of the letter, TW moved towards the 


door. I quickly gueſſed his intention, 
and laying the child on a ſofa, went up 
to him, and unable to utter a word, 
folded him in my arms. He diſengaę 


himſelf from me, took my hand, and 


while he preſſed it to his lips, I felt it 
wet with his tears: he then ruſhed out 
of the room, and the Count knowing 
the ** of leaving him to Hin 
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Jowed him. 1 was 5 _ the 
-Haild, whom. confided to the care of 
| (eve the firitet een S 3 
leſs, is the revenge : this wratched Wo- 
man meant to take of the Marquis; ſhe 
entertained the malicious hope of diſ- 
4 uniting us, but 1 begin to think her ar- 
8 tifices will turn to her own. confuſion. 
F When my mind was at eaſe about the 
} innocent little creature that had been 
ſent me, I inquired after the Marquis and 
Sis friend. They had gone out in a car- 


riage, which returned empty an hour 


. aſter, and had ſet them down at the 
Fauxbourg du Po. I fear they revenged 
themſelves i in a dreadſul manner on the 
| unhappy cauſe of ſo much trouble, In 
the evening I received a note from the 
Count, defiring me not to be uneaſy: they 
were two days abſent, and notwithſtand- 
Ing this intimation, I paſled them in the 
rue ner. But how great 1 was 
9921 . my 


my alarm n I Wo Jin come back 
alone! What have you done with the 
Marquis, faid I, * and why do yow 
% appear here without him? —*-Be 
te compoſed, Madam, replied the Count, 
„ guilt towards you ſo: overcomes him, 
* that he dares not approceh n n be 
is aſſured of your forgiveneſs -e An 
4 could you not have anſwered for it? 
zeturned . Let us fly to the Marquis, 
S that he may witneſs the joy I feel at 
his return to virtue.” —5 You need 
not go far, rejoined. the Count, 
laughing, and inſtantly the door opened, 
and my huſband was at my feet Faber 
TI could prevent him. © Overwhelm me 
* with reproaches,” ſaid - this deloped: 
_ Huſband'; your kindneſs. aggravatess 
my erime; I ſhould ſuffer leſs iff your 
© treated me as deſerves the moſt cul- 
© pable of men.” I could only anſwer 
by firaining-him-to-my heart, and fare- 
2s. him to: riſe. The Count wWas ab 
| Ls tecied, 
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poſſible: to deſeribe all that paſſed: at 
that happy moment. He inſormed his 


0 198 * 
hated even to tears; ours Ain 
ance, and it would be utterly im- 


friend how far I had carried my patience, 
and convinced him I had been ac- 


quainted with this intrigue from its 
commencement. The Marquis was 
conſounded, and ſhuddered at the re- 
flection of his paſt miſconduct. He 


employed the two days of his abſence in 
having the wretched Roſa corifined; ; who, 


in ſpite of the grief ſnhe has occaſioned 


me, I cannot help ſincerely pitying. 


Might! not aſk: the Marquis to ſee her, 
and do you own it TE won to 
TIT her? | 


IJ am not deftined to taſte of ” TN 


| unalloyed with pain. The Count found 


means to ſpeak with me in private. I 
«2m but too happy, Madam,” ſaid he, 
*in having been able to reſtore to you 
be the affections. of a huſband you love; 
it 1s now time to think of my own 
K 24 | = peace 


1 
* peace of mind. By flying you 


6 only can I hope to eradicate the 
e fatal dart that conſumes me. © Yes; 
« Madam, I adore you; let not this 
*© avowal offend you, I repeat it at the 
© moment when I am about to quit you 
cc for ever. I have not attempted my 
cure, the effort would have been un- 
* avalling ; filence is all I could obtain 
from my heart, but this is now beyond 
© my ftrength. I ſhould be in danger 
of offending you every inſtant, and 
« ſhould men more culpable with- 
* out ceaſing to be wretched. All I 
e intreat of you, Madam, is your com- 
s paſſion, and ſecrecy towards the Mar- 
«© quis; he would unqueſtionably op. 
ee poſe a retreat, for which to him I 
could aſſign no reaſon, and which 
60 you muſt be ſenſible is become abſo - 
< Jutely neceffary.” He roſe in finiſh+ 
ing theſe words, and left me ſo petrified 
With — that could not 
anſwer him a word, e _ given/me 
SHOT 1 | 5-0 


a 


off: I chink 1 | could a not with . prict 


yy +> 


what: have I to dread from-fo virtuou 
mind as his? ? I ſhall expect your anſwer 


with impatience, and ſhall rejoice if it 


coincides with my wiſhes, I am ſo infi- 
nitely indebted to him. Nevertheleſs, 
no complaiſance, my dear cother; what» 

ever may be your deciſion, I wall ps 
city 1 * 25 


114 " 


'T he Avuſuer to the preceding 
15 PREDICTED right; my dear chill 


$ 
* 


the — could not continue long. 


in his error, eſpecially when you com- 
mitted your intereſts to ſueh a: true 
friend as the Count, whom I admire, 

and truly pity at the ſame time. You 
owe him too much, my child, to op» 


poſe r Abſence i is the only 


n ee remedy 


ee eee a tempted to doit. 


— pI 


— — — — 
deep root. You will —— 


a ftiend, for which nothin 
penſate, but you aught to 5 


has cauſe to tremble at the encounter of 
a violent paſſion. If you made any at- 


tempt to detain the Count, it would an- 
thoriſe him to deviate from the reſpect 


he bears you: every hour, hope would 
inſenſibly ſteal into his mind, and nou- 


riſh his unhappy partiality, and he would 
become either the. moſt wretched or the 


moſt criminal of. men. To what a 


dreadful alternative. are thoſe: reduced 


who encouragg anjimproper inclination} 


But remember, my child, the heart of 
man is in the hands ef the Lord, 


zent the reſolution E 


who will aug 


thoſe : who ſtruggle to be vixtuous g 


„ 


and there is no doubt but he wil 


reward the Count's 9 — en- 


1 | deavours, 


welfare to your own. - Beſides, however 
ſtrong his integrity may be, he is ſtil a 
man, and a lover. The greateſt probity 
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1 Ce 
| Aude üre Intrea the Almighty for him, 
gratitude makes it your dut. de 
"You are miſtaken, my dear, when you 
imapine Roſa to be fuſceptible of a re 
turn to virtue. A miracle of mercy only 
could reclaim a heart like her's. Her 
crimes. were not the effect of weakneſs, 
but of unbounded ambition, and in cool 
blood ſhecommitted them. To the moſt 
Horrid libertiniſm, ſhe added diſſimula- 
tion, hypocriſy, and cunning, an aſſem- 
blage of vices that denotes a depraved and 
hardened ſoul. Pray for her; perſuade ; 
the Marquis to have her treated with 
mildneſs, but ſuffer her to continue in 
the retirement where he bas placed her, 
as being the moſt ſuitable for her at pre- 
ſent. Jou may inform yourſelf from 
time to time of her behaviour, and if ſne 
indicates a ſincere repentance for. her 
paſt errors, you can then prevail upon 
the Marquis to'give her the means; MF, 
ſettling in ſome way of buſineſs. I com- 
mend you for Four « care of the little in- 
Obs. nocent, 


( 287.) 


1 e he has no ſhare in the guilt that, 
gives him birth. Farewell, my dear 
child; you do not mention your ins, 
and I am eee eu n her. 
e Ein | Keie 


. E 
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HA Permit Ri La Novallite; July Arch. 
you will be much ſurpriſed, my dear 
| mother, when you ſee the date of 
this letter. You imagine us ſtill at 
Turin, and by the time this reaches you, i 
we ſhall be on one of our own' eſtates, 
to which the Marquis has juſt been 
exiled. Poor man! he claims my ten- 
dereſt compaſſion. | This diſgrace hap- 
pening at the time when he ſeemed at 
the pinnacle of favour, has quite over- 
whelmed him, and I fear he will ſink 
under his chagrin. The day before yef- 
terday he went to the palace as ufual; was 
highly careſſed by the King and Queen, 
BO and 


— 
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Ky 1 | 
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— the day following received; an order 
0 retire from the court; with only four 


and twenty hours allowed him to ar- 


range his affairs. The Count, 


wWuarmly participates in his affliction, 

preſented himſelf at the levee, and ven- 
tured to ſpeak in our behalf, but his. 
Mlajeſty ſternly commanded him to be 


N 


ſilent, and turned away. The Queen 


| appeared affected at this news, at leaſt 
the Count thought her looks indicated 
ſorrow, for ſhe was haunted by the Ba- 
roneſs of R, who ſeemed to triumph 


in our diſgrace, to which the Count is 
convinced ſhe has contributed, and I 


am of the ſame opinion. It grieves me 

to know myſelf the innocent cauſe of 
her hatred towards the Marquis. She 
has always diſliked me, though without 


any reaſon, and her averſion was obvi- 


any regard. As both my huſband and 


_w_— had always ſou ght occaſion, to 
render 


e rar Ty ee ALT wy od * 
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40 ſee all thoſe oo Splat; Aus 
our friends, ſyrapathize in our miss- 
lortunes; but, excepting. the Count, 
every body. has abandoned us. They 
ſeem to think us contagious, and fear 
to approach us; ; and I am told that 
many ladies who formerly loaded me 
with civilities, now rail moſt unmerei- 

fully againſt me. | Heavens what a 
ſcene is a court! Can falſehood be car- 
ried to ſuch a pitch? Our diſgrace 
extends even to the Count, whom they 
regard as a loſt man; the courtiers al- 
ready begin to turn their backs upon 
him, which he aſſures us gives him very 
little uneaſineſs. He ſays he will re- 
main at court to endeavour to ſerve us, 
or diſcover the accuſation laid again 
us, but he proteſts to the Marqus that 
he is ſo much diſguſted with this tem- 
Fete Pe that be will ene it d 
Jaan R . 


2 + ff 4 


5 
> 


What 


* 1886 F 
* lat ſhall I ſay of my own fort 
ments on this oecaſion, my deareſt no- 
ther? To you alone T dare open my 


- heart. I cannot regard he pre en tins 
an unfortunate event; I moſt truly pi ty 
the Marquis, and am concerned to leave 
a princeſs who treated me with exem- 


plary kindneſs; but for the reſt, I fing 


"the ſong of the children of Ifraet when 
they came out of Egypt, and I do not 
believe T ſhall ever regret the good 
things of that land of exile. Phe Mar- 


quis has a great deal of wealth, and can 


make a very handſome proviſion for 


our little family. Perhaps the Almighty, 
who ſees what is beſt for us, may in 
mercy” have ſent this misfortune; to pre- | 
ſerve my children ſrom the peffilential 


air of a court. Who knows but He 


may have taken this method to weatl 


their father from his fond attachment 0 


t6/ the world? For this I offer up my 
moſt fervent prayers; my Happineſs 
1 be complete, could the dear 
| I 1 Marquis 


66 — 


* 


Marquis but ee e the edu 
of the great world in the ſame light as as, 
be would then bleſs the form 
that drove us. ſaſe to Port. „ ie 
In the hurry, of our departure the , 
Count undertook to fi fetch Matilda from. 
he convent, and bring her to La No- 
valaiſe. She embraced the Marquis, 
Who had not ſeen | her fince her en- 
trance into it. 4% It. 38. br OW - 
66 fault, Matilda, faid he, & that you 1 
« were. not well ſettled. before. my diſs. , 
© grace; you would not. then have, 
been reduced. to. liye, in retirement,“ 
She anſwered him with unſpeakable 
grace, that ſhe. ſhould eſteem . herſelf, 
infinitely, more happy in ſharing his 
baniſhment, than, in living amidſt. the 
ſplendors of the firſt court in the world. 
He Was enchanted with this reply, and 
preſſed her in his arms, aſſuring her : 
he would ever remember this, teſtimony 
of hex regard. We all, ſhed tears of. 
1 e e { ſorrow when we took leave 
1 N 
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of the Count. He aſked my permiffon 
to falate my fiſter, and if I am not 
miſtaken, he beſtowed ſome of thoſe 
looks upon her, to which he has fo 
long and. ſo frequently accuftomed me. 
But what was my aſtoniſhment; when I 
he earneſtly” conjured the Marquis not 
to diſpoſe of her in marriage before the 
expiration of a year. Matilda inſtantly 
became as red as ſcarlet, but beneath 
her confuſion I diſcerned' a fecret Joy, 
that gives riſe to various conjectures | in 


my mind; and I am impatient to con- 
verſe with her alone, that I _” d 


cover the ſolution of this enigma. "= 
In an hour's time we are to verſa 
Mont Cenis: they tell „ et 
know it again. I will give you's de- 
ſeription of it in my next. The heat is 
exceſſive, and notwithftanding our 
maſks we are almoſt roaſted” by the 
ſun's ardour. To make it worſe; we 
are obliged to travel in thoſe vile chairs 
I: formerly told. ”_u "of, n to the 
1.65 open 


62 90 


open a 1 promiſed double pay to 
the porters if they would carry us by 
the high road, which is further about, 
but leſs dangerous. They were tranſ- 
ported with joy when they heard of an 
additional recompence; upon which the 
Marquis obſerved to me with a ſigh, 
«theſe wretches are a thouſand times 
« happier than we are, they know 
© nothing of grandeur or diſgrace, but, 
content with adding ſomething to 
te their uſual wages, fancy themſelves, 
hat indeed they are, more bleſt than 
e the moſt ſortunate of the age.“ God 
grant this happy feed of philoſophy 
may ripen, and produce, in the place 
of thoſe mutable poſſeſſions he has loſt, 
that peace and tranquillity. which fly 
from. gilded canopies to inhabit the 
thatched. and humble cottage. 
_ forget to mention how- much FO | 
Marquis, ſeemed comforted as we paſſed | 
Rivoli: it is a caſtle where the preſent + 
n 8 aer Was impriſoned a conſide- 


rable 


. of this world. It is a figure „ 


Ge 


rable time. This example of the in- 
ſtability of human greatneſs doubtleis 
aſſuages the Hangs. af his en mil- 
enhance... ieee N 
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Madame 4 Denen ER 70 a Moreton * 
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1 AM « as s mugh aftoniſhed at your ba- | 
| ons on the pleaſures and 


which paſſeth away; you now. expe- 
rience it, and thoſe who are unhappily 


devoted to it experience it moſt keenly, | 


indeed, at the hour of death. I truſt 
our dear Marquis will imbibe this ſen- 
tument : perhaps this is the moment 
God has. merciſully choſen to ſhew him 
the fallacy of worldly favour, honors. 
and dignity. © ; 

You are but little anquainigd Bl a 
court, if you expected to find ſriends 
aſter your fall. Courtiers are, in gene- 

| ral, 


75 — to the deftre of bang ag | 
grandiſed. Mean flaves to the caprices 
of their maſter, they pliantly bend their 
knee before the baſeſt idol, and would 

- renounce their own father, if by ſo doing 
they could render themſelves agreeable 

to their ſovereign. How many great 

men, proud of the homage paid to the 

degree of favour they poſſeſſed, have 
found themſelves in the like ſituation 
with the aſs which carried holy relics. 

He attributed to his own merit the in- 

cenſe of praiſe and adoration offered to 

the load be bore, and was greatly ſür- 

priſed at the contempt he endured e 

deprived of his burden. * 
The Count' s generoſity does not amaze 

me: a mind like his will remain un- 

changed in all ſeaſons. 'His behaviour 
may for the moment injure him with 
the King, but depend upon it, this 
prince, who is truly equitable, wilt 
eſteem him the more when the guſt of 
Vo. I. M 
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anger 


1 ien unjuſt ans hai —— 
1 belp admiring idk 
- openly revolts againſt ir ca- 
prices. The erer innocence will 
| ſooner: or later be manifeſted, and the 
King will then applaud the Count for 
net having abandoned him. Your fa- 
ther had formerly the honour of know- 
ing the King of Sardinia in ſome cam- 
paigns he ſerved: under him. To great 
valour he joins an equity and love of 
juſtice rarely to be met with in thoſe of 
his rank; and what is ſtill better, he 
is truly pious. He muſt have been 
groſsly deceived with regard to the 
Marquis ; but time will juſtify him, and 
reſtore him to the favour of a juſt and 
"equitable maſter. . Your. father writes 
to condole with him in his misfortune, 
I ſhalt add a few lines to his letter; in 


15 What you tell —.— — fitter Aube 
riſes! me extremely; 1 feat her ſecret 
has eſcaped her to the Count. Endeas 


voor, if poſſible; to obtain her confi 


dence, and leave the termination of this 
affair to the Almighty. ' I dare not en- 
courage the flattering ideas that preſent 


themſelves to my imagination, but I 
aſſure you it would give me infinite 1a- 


tisfaction if the Count ſhould iu time 
transfer thoſe affections to her which 
have bitherto been your's: it is not his 


rank or fortune that ſuggeſt this wiſh; 


his worth and goodnefs would make me 
regard his alliance as the greateſt blef- 


 fing, were he in a more humble ſtation, 


I have no doubt but the Baroneſs of 


R was: the chief promoter of yout 
exile; the Queen's friendſhip for you 
excited her envy, who having abundant 
reaſon” to" diſlike, amuſed” herſelf with 
the chagrin it occaſioned ber; but her 


2 . arts 


+ 214 ) 
arts will turn to her on deſtruction? 


rely on _— innoc me ce and n. Count's- 


maile n e e $9: hob l 


In u eee n nation \ the priſon i 


of the King's father; tell me what you 


know concerning it; I have always 
been curious about this trait in hiſtory, | 
1 155 recounted: to: 


which has ee vario 
me. 


The l e n prince's = 


fituation and that of the poor people 
whom a ſmall increaſe of wages tranſ- 
a juſt eſtimate of titles and honours : 
3580 deſerve ſome attention, my daugh- 
ter, but ſenſeleſs and wretched is he 
who confides in them, and conſiders 
them as eſſentials to happineſs. 

Tell me with preciſion if you are 
baniſhed abſol utely to your own eſtates; 
and whether you will not have the ſa- 
tisfaction to viſit Chambery, and ſee 
once more your reſpectable Savoyards. 
1. _ ſure your dif . will not prevent 


them 


* 
« 
/ 
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them from feaſting you well; they do 
not pique themſelves upon following 
the modes of the e and will en 
rte to _ pat oak YT HOY af 
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1 AM ſtill in raptures with the bei 
I have beheld; the ſame Mont Cenis, 
the former object of my terror, has of- 
fered to my view the moſt. enchanting 
proſpects you can conceive. The road 
we travelled, and which is on the left 
as you come from Turin, is of a very 
reaſonable breadth the whole way: one 

might even fall down without any dread 
of tumbling into the gulf below. I 

ſhould not have recogniſed the plain, 
had I not been convinced, beyond a 
doubt, that it was the ſame Where 1 
11973 To M 3 _- Ws 


dern pond, as in winter there i 16 not 
ihe leaſt 'veſtige/ of it to be ſeen; the 
turf enamelled with a thouſand different 
flowers, the greater part unknown to 
me, at once gratifies the eye, and per- 
tums the air with the moſt agreeable 
- odours. In this- plain you experience 
? alternately 'the different ſeaſons of the 
Fear; in the middle the heat is op- 
preſſive; at the extremities the ſnow 
and ice, which cover the ſurrounding 
mountains at all times, maintain a per- 


petual winter; and at an equal diſtance 


from the foot of theſe mountains, and 
the middle of the plain, you enjoy the 
delights of ſpring and autumn. To 
fave me the inconvenience of the ex- 
treme heat, the ee ee 
our route, and I really never travelled 
with more eaſe and comfort: 1 write 
vo from Eunebourg, where we are 
all ſafely arrived, and from whence we 
"LAW 1 hall 


— 


which will accompany this, will doubt» 


(217 ) 


Wall — not for Chambery, 


but for our own; eſtates. The Marquis, 
actuated at preſent by ſpleen, declares 


haughtily, that he quits with pleaſure, 
not Piedmant alone, but alſo Savoy: 
be proteſts the moſt brilliant poſt would 


now be offered him in vain, and intends 
retiring to à caſtle that borders upon 
Savoy, but which is under the dominion 


of France; and as a great part of our 
wealth is attached to the latter king- 
dom, he means to diſpoſe of all that 


he poſſeſſes in Savoy, that be may be 


totally unconnected with a court that 
has uſed him fo ill. I reſign all to Pro- 


vidence, and aſſure my huſband with 


truth, that all places where he may 


chooſe. to reſide are alike to me. It has 
not been in my power to converſe with 
Matilda in private; ſhe is writing to 
vou at this moment, and her letter, 


leſs acquaint you with the cauſe of the 
8 I ſuſpect, I avoid leaving the 
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ki FR Alone in his FP "2h. of 
YN 5 diſquiet, Which obliges me to conclude 
If - my. letter, without replying to your quel- bf 
} tion on the ſubject of the late king. 1 : 
| if reſerve. it for a time when 75 mall be | 
more > at caſe. 1 
| den 22 je 4 Moxzizx. + 70 * 
| Nan 5 Mosler. 5 Y 
I y ear Mother, eg 
| | "5 1 AM at. a loſs how to open to you 
| my heart. I ought, perhaps, to 
| bluſh at thoſe ſentiments which have 
| unwarily ſurpriſed it; to reproach my- 
„ ſelf for the obſtinate ſilence I have 
| 1 maintained with the beſt of mothers, 
l | and the tendereft of ſiſters : : I dare, 
1 , 1 however, aſſure you, that * was not 
from want of confidence that 1 con- 


fined. my troubles within my own 

= breaſt, but the ſingularity of my ideas 

e me fearful. of imparting them to 
you; 


1 1 z 19 * | - 
you; 3 and whe you. read wh at follows, 


2% 


you, * will allow _ fiſter was too > much 
| edge it to her. However, I leave you 
at liberty to communicate to her this 
letter if you think proper, and rely 
"wholly on your prudence as to a confi- 
dence which I think very delicate. 


lt is in vain to deny, but that the 


reading of fanciful romances has given 
me a character, or rather a turn of 
thinking, ſomewhat peculiar, a dange- 


rous one, perhaps, yet cannot I bring 


myſelf to conſider it as diſadvantageous. 
This ſpecies of books has, T think, ele- 
vated my mind, and it certainly made 
me reſolve never to beſtow my affections 
but on one who ſhould render himfelf 
worthy of them, by thinking and acting 
abſolutely different from the generality 
of mankind. With this diſpoſition 1 
ſet out for court, and ſull of theſe ideas, 
1 will own to you, that all the men t 
beheld ſceined wen of the ſmalleſt 
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um them Go trifling, $ in- 
wed i 1 had 


| wy Linn; kan erer _—_ 
„ proven them. 1 Wink) not long in diſ- 
| covering the evident ſuperiority of the 


Count C**#; but my heart was at peace, 
| and, but for the accident that befel my 
brother-in-law and benefactor, I believe 
it would have men n nee. 
The generoſity that prompted him to 
endanger his on life to fave that of 
his friend penetrated me to the ſoul; 
I fancied” 1 only admired bim, but 1 
ſoon found I loved him, and jealouſy 
taught me to know it. No ſooner 
bad be began to © intereſt my heart, 
than I difcovered in his looks the 
1 paſſion he entertained for my ſiſter: 
1 this conviction, which ought to have 
F ſtifled my new-born: ſentiments, com 
4 3 the conqueſt of my affections, 
by carrying my eſteem to the higheſt 
pitch. Twas to fave a rival's life that 
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bs, azad ſacrificed his own; this diſin- 
tereſted conduct, of which I had not 


perceived even the ſhadow among thoſe 
wont had: come under my obſervation, 


a gard him as the hero to 


1 I had defined. all my love; and 
from that hour I determined he ſhould 
poſſeſs it unrivalled for ever.) 1 am 
ſenſible, that according to the eſtabliſhed 
maxims of the world, a girl of my age 


ought to bluſh at uttering ſuch an ex- 
preſſion: but ſhall L confeſs to you, my 


dear mother, theſe maxims and my ideas 


are quite at variance. Are we miſtreſſes 


ol our affections, that they ſhould be 
ümputed to us as a crime? I ſhould haye 
entertained a bad opinion of my heart 


if it had! not eſteemed. the Count, but 


did it depend on me to confine it to 
eſteem only? Love, according to my 
principles, is a criminal ſentiment only 
in vicious minds: thanks to your leſſons 
and my own pride, L had nothing: to 
„ n from my attachment, and I 
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6 222) 
therefore! nouriſhed it with the greater 
complaceney, as I thought it noble to 
love without hopes of a return. The 
young Maftrilli, notwithſtanding the 
charms. of his figure, could not ſhake 
my conſtancy; and though I am ambi- 
tious enough to aſpire at high rank; 
that which he could beſtow. Bad no 
power to dazzle me; one paſſion had 
extinguiſhed another, for had the Count 
been a ſhephberd, I ſhould ſtill have 
thought him the ſole mortal worthy of 
my higheſt regard. To reſign myſelf 
unreſtrained to the indulgence of ſo 
pure and innocent a paſſion, was my 
motive for ſurmounting my natural an- 
tipathy to the monaſtic lifes. my love is 
too pure, ſaid I, to be i incompati 
that ſtate. 7 (Al Ei E950 
So far, my Sg, ah 3 8 my 
dandudt merits no reproach; but I have 
not the ſame hope of what remains to 
be told. Vexation hurried me into the 
4 mien of a fault, which J muſt 
e | ; eber 
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(- 893 ) 
ever regret, even though it were ats 
tended with the moſt fortunate ſueceſs. 
At the time that the Count informed 
me of my brother's diſgrace, he ſhewed 
a letter from Signor Maftrilli, in 
Which, faithful to the unhappy paſſiofi 
Lhad inſpired, he conjured him to leave 
no argument untried to ſoften me in his 
favour: When he had read the letter; 
he told me, that this devoted lover 
had facrificed the pleaſure of beholding 
me to relieve me from the perſecution | 
I ſuffered on his account. He expa- 
tiated on the merit of this ſacrifice; 
and was laviſh in his encomiums of my 
admirer's rank, fortune, and good qua- 
lities. Irritated to hear him thus plead- 
ing the cauſe of his rival, my heart 
became viſible in my eyes, and giving 
him a look he could not miſconceive, 
«Ah! Count,“ faid I, © is it poſſible 
you can urge me to diſpoſe" of a 
heart! I ſuddenly ſtopt after ſaying 
ow words, their conſequences ruſhed 
_ - 
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upon my —— nn 8 | 
we both ee 3 dent my — f 
flowed in ſpite of me, and the Count 
ſeizing my hand, and preſſing it to his 
lips, before I could prevent him, 

64 It is enough, Mademoiſelle: 
ceive your affections are noe oe longer 
< at your own diſpoſal : I reſpe& your 
& paſſion and your ſecret. With thoſe 
4 charms, it is impoſſible but tho happy 
4 mortal who is the object of your 
choice, muſt one day be ſenſible of 

c his felicity. He roſe as he ſaid this; 
doubtleſs: to give me time to recover 
my conſuſion: but IL had been guilty 
of an imprudence, and I could not: for- 
get it. My embarraſſment was viſible 
during our journey, and was greatly 
increaſed when I heard the Count re- 
queſt my brother not to diſpoſe of me 
in marriage before the completion of a 
year. I ſtrove, but 1 fear in vain, to 
agen the joy I felt; at this, entreaty: 
not 
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( 225 ) 
not that J flatter market: with having 
nade any impreſſion on the Count, his 
regard for my ſiſter is. too deeply rooted, 
but it will ſhelter me from any freſh 
perſecutions T may be liable to, and all 
my wiſhes are limited to the defire of 
being row! from Toney” other en ngage- 
| ment. | Ea 
I have read over my letter, and am 
in doubt whether to ſend it. I would 
fain perſuade myſelf I have no cauſe to 
be aſhamed of my ſentiments, but pre- 
judice, or a certain ſomething I cannot 
define, makes me bluſh in ſpite of my- 
ſelf. The only thing that comforts me 
is, that Tam writing to the tendereſt of 
mothers, who will kindly make allow- 
ance. for my weakneſs, and will ſhew 
me how far I am culpable. I moſt 
dread my fiſter's ſcrupulous virtue, in 
the ſuppoſition: that you may think pro- 
per to inform her of my ſentiments: but 
J again repeat, I will act 1505 as you 
W dictate. ee 
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Aladin, 4 Nies in ce, to 1 le t 
| Mar chiongfs. 3 8 


You» will have but a few dls af 
me, my dear child, as IJ hope Ma- 
tilda will impart to you, both her-own” 
letter and my anſwer : but ſuffer it to 
come from herſelf, and in your ſtrictures 
on her conduct, follow the directions I 
have pointed out in my letter to her. 
The Marquis's intention of ſettling in 
France may poſſibly be very advanta- 
geous, but, as you juſtly obſerve, we 
muſt commit our concerns to the Al- 
mighty. Farewell, my love, let me re- 
commend mildneſs towards Matilda. 
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Madane du Mon TIER in WR 70 her 4 
ſecond Daughter. eie 


Wilar inexpreſſible en you 5 
bave given me, my deareſt child, 
* prong to me f heart ! Believe 
ie Þ Mb | me, 
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me, I ſhall never forget this proof of 1 
your confidence and love. It is not as 


a mother I am going to reply to you, 
but as a ſincere and tender friend. 
Henceforward [ claim no other title, 


and as in this new quality I am bound 
to ſpeak with ſincerity, I ſhall riſk your 
diſpleaſure, by telling you ingenuouſly 
what 1 SHink.: of _ en N 


eker yon a or a e 5 


ee define, makes you bluſn in- 
voluntarily at the ſentiments you enters. 
ain, Reſpect this ſecret monitor, my 
dear child, it is the voice of nature, not 
yet wholly extinguiſhed by the pernici- 
ous books you have read. We are not, 
I grant you, reſponſible for the unbid- 


den inclinations that ſpring up in-our 
minds, but it is our duty to deplore, to 


combat, and eradicate them ;. and you. 


are very far. from this diſpoſition, my 


daughter. Your mind is filled with falſe, 
conceptions of heroiſm, you pride your- 


ſelf 
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A iſting only in romances. Fortunate 
fituations may render fin remote { 


>  gecurs, and you fall ; the danger is not 


hew vBavailing is the deepeſt regret | 


Four aftection, and had he been a prac» 
- tiſed deceiver ? Notwithſtanding your 
certainty of his indifference, and the 
to have infpired, your heart betrayed 
bad flattered yourſelf with preſerving 


not have drawn from this circumſtance? 
You lament a weakneſs of which you 


75 + 
Us 5 

. 
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Telf on a paſſion, which ate the 
ſelicity of your exiſtence, and which in 
numberleſs circumſtances would plunge 

you in guilt. I am far from exaggerating, 
my child; Platonic love is a phantom 


while, but unhappily a contrary dne 


ſeen till the wreck is paſt, and then 


Think, my dear, What would have be- 
come. of you, had the Count returned 


eireumſpection which pride alone ought 
you, and made you divulge a ſecret you 
inviolate. What advantage might he 


had. deemed yourſelf incapable; but this 
| . ight 
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| might not have been the only one; the 


commencement” of error is uſually the 
moſt painful; this once conquered, res 


fiſtalice is at an end. You wilt un- 


7 doubtedly ſhudder at the perils to which 


you have expoſed yourſelf: but, my 


child, you have had recourſe to the 
only remedy that could preferve you 
from falling, and I truſt this wilt prove 


a uſeful leflon to you in future. Re- 
nounce for ever thoſe dangerous books, 


which have nearly tainted your natural 
good diſpoſition; learn to know your 
own inſufficiency, to miſtruſt yourſelf, 


and to ſeek for aid in the counſels of 'a 


fiſter, who loves you with unaffected 
| tenderneſs; however ſtrict may be her 
virtue, fear not in her a ſevere and rigid 
_ cenſor. True virtue compatlionates the 


failings of others; hypocrites only arm 


themſelves with inflexible zeal. I there- 
ſore intreat you, my love, to make the 
Marchioneſs your confidant; I ſhall not 
be 58 and happy 1 you have taken 
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this reſolution, of which, However, 1 
leave you ſole miſtrefs, for I do not for- 


get I am adviſing a friend, whom I have 


no right to controul. I dare hardly hint 


to you another motive for my wiſhing 


you to confide. in her, leſt I ſhould:oc- 


caſion you. freſh uneaſineſs; but if, con- 


trary to all appearance, the Marquis 


ſhould have ſome match in view ſor you, 
which the Count's laſt words appear to 


indicate, | think you. will ſand much in 
need of the advice of this beloved fiſter. 


Farewell, my daughter, my tender 


friend; rely upon my ſincere and ar- 


dent affection, ſo long as you continue 
to merit it by your confidence in me. 
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From the "Marchiongf of * * * to Madame 


du Movrigz. 


WWE = are at length . at — 


fine caſtle two lea gues diſtant from 


cena, fituated on a ſpot which be- 


longs 
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longs. partly to France, and partly to 
Savoy, but the caſtle ſtands on France. 
We have ſpent a Whole month on our 


journey, owing to our typing at. dif- 
— 5 


ferent places by A; Z1ks Way. At the be- 
ginning we pafſe two days at St. Jean 


de Morienne, where. we met with a 


ſtriking inſtance of the folly. and credu- 


lity which the ſpirit of avarice can ex- 


cite. The very evening of our arrival 


was that which concluded a comedy 
that had been begun ſome time before. 
About two months ago, a man and his 


wiſe, of very genteel appearance, took 


up their abode in this town, and both - 


poſſeſſing a great deal of wit, and ſeem- 
ing of a diſtinguiſhed education, they 
were preſently admitted into all the firſt 
houſes, where the huſband ſoon won 


the confidence of the gentlemen. He 


appeared to repay it with his own, for. 
he confeſſed to each of them, under the 
ſeal of inviolable ſecrecy, that he was in 


poſſeſſion of a ſcience which numbers 


had 
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had-toupht- after in WOT 
them that by his conjurations he èoud 
oblige evil ſpirits to impart to him the 
hidden treaſures that were under their 
influence. They liſtened with eager at- 
tention to this magician, and each one 
was foremoſt in ſceking his friendſhip; 
He, on his part, after repeated intreaties, 
at length conſented that his friends 
ſhould partake of the riches he was 
about to obtain. They promiſed im- 
plicit obedience, which he ſoon put to 
the proof, by the moſt impious and ridi- 
culous requiſition of nine days devoted 
to prayer and ſacrifice. When theſe 
were accompliſhed, he choſe for the 
binding up of his piece a retired place 
at the foot of a mountain, whither he 
invited all thoſe who had paid their de- 
votions to attend at ten o'clock at night; 
at the ſame time he informed them, they 
muſt preſent an offering to the devil, 
who would double it according to its 
value. Such as Were mad enough to 
b . believe 
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believe o him, collected together whatever 
was moſt valuable, in a bag of un- 


bleached linen (this was an eſſential 
condition); they ſtuffed it with money, 
plate, and diamonds, every one to the 
utmoſt of his abilities: Arrived at the 
foot of the mountain, they beheld an 


altar of turf, ſurrounded with yellow 


wax tapers; and at the fide of the altar 
ſtood the magician, clothed in a long 
black gown, and a wand in his hand. 
He began by cautioning the ſpectators 
not to expoſe themſelves to the fight he 


was about to. preſent them with, unleſs 


they poſſeſſed a great ſhare of courage, 


for that they would behold things ca- 


pable of terrifying the moſt reſolute: and 
no one appearing to ſhrink from the en- 
counter, he markedout ſeveral circles with 
his wand, pronounced ſome invocations; 
and ordered every one to throw his ſack 
into the centre. This ceremony was thres 


times — and as eleven 0 'clock 
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an of the devil. In effect hey 
ſaw a figure taller,” than nature, ſur- 
| rounded with flames, holding a large 
ſcourge armed with ſharp points, Who 
began to laſh all the aſſiſtants without 
mercy. The weakeſt among them 
fainted away, while thoſe who retained 
any ſtren gth, employed it in running 
away with all their might, and never 
ſtopt till they came to the gates of the 
city. They there debated what was to 
be done, and at length reſolved to return 
with piſtols to the field of battle, and 
oblige the magician to reſtore them their 
bags, if they could not appeaſe the fury 
of this ſcourging devil. When they 
came to the ſpot where the altar was 
erected, they found nothing but the 
forcerer's gown ; and. one of the men 
who had recovered the uſe of his ſenſes, 
told them they looked in'vain for the 
riches they had brought über. At 
the moment of your flight,” added he, 
in the ſound ol a . brought a fel> 


7 4+ 3. pi * oh low - 


: C9} - 
lor with three horſes, each laden 
«with a portmanteau, and while they 
e haſtened to fill them with the bags, 
the wife, who played the part of the 


4 devil, ſtripped off a robe of waxed 


© linen, to which they had faſtened ſome 


« ſquibs, which cauſed the appearance 
& of flames. I did not dare,” continued 


this man, to ſtir from my place, for 
ce fear theſe'wretches ſhould murder me, 


and I ſaw them decamp with infinite 


cr pleaſure, though . off =P 
© money with them? 57 
The intereſt of theſe dupes would 


have been to conceal their folly, but 


they did not, and when we left the 
place, ſeveral of them were in priſon, 


and others were obliged to fave them 


ſelves by flight, from ſharing in their 
. e * From Saint Jean de Mo- 

r SOL rienne, 
* As I Ga ſcarcely . that folly could. 


be carried to ſuch an exceſs, I was at ſome pains _ 
to aſcertain the truth of this anecdote froni Mon- 


fieur du Paſher, lord lieutenant of Geneva, who 
ST SA. N * Aſſured 
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jent 1 Nada Cler- 


5 ments, a couſin of the Counts, to 


whom he gave us letters of recommendas - 
tion: we received the moſt polite at 
tion from the maſter and miſtreſs of the 
houſe, notwithſtanding aur denomina- 
tion of exiles. The} have a moſt love F 
family, conſiſting of two ſons and 0 
daughter: the latter is all you can con- 
ceive of beauty; a perfect ſymmetry: of 
ſhape, a majeſtie air, incomparable fine 
eyes; in ſhort, ſhe is altogether a moſt. 
bewitching figure, which, however, you 
ceaſe to attend ta when you hear her 
ſpeak, : her qualities of heart and mind 
are really prodigious for her years: 
ſhe intreated me to take whatever I liked 
beſt in the houſe, and actually cried at 
being refuſed. During meals ſhe fre- 
quently roſe from table to carry the beſt 
of: ove was given her to the poor, Wh 


aſſwred; me he had wad the hs 1 Z-g "which * 

coſt a great deal of r money to thoſe who had med- 

ded in theſe i iniquitous gas: at 0 IS 
ZI 
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5 5 
| were in the court yard: and in them wre 


. ſhe made my ſon her compa- 


wr 2 might one day appertain to me; 
lefther 
ſpoiled by her parents. We made no 
ſtay at Chambery, for fear of bringing 
our old friends into trouble, whoſe viſits: 
in ſuch a place would not have- eleaped 
notice: but we were not ſo ferupu 
at Anneci, where the Marquis has a diſc 
tant relation, who inſiſted. upon our 
ſtaying with him a week. It is Mon- 
ſieur Vedanne de Saint Ange, provoſt 
of the chapter of St. Peter, a man as diſs 
tinguiſhed for his piety as ſor his polite-/ 
neſs and talents. Really, my dear mo- 
ther, he has recounted to me ſome de- 
lightful aneedotes of the bifhops who 
followed Saint Francis de Sales into 
this dioceſe; particularly of a Monſieur) 
Diwdaetion, Who, in his conduct, re- 
traced that of the firſt apoſiles ; 3 and 5 
50 . Monſieur 


* 
4 Fl 


you, my dear mother; 
I could not help wiſhing this lovely? 


with regret, though ſhe is a little 


1 

Y [1 

* i 
b 


+ 

F 

$1 
ly 
$1 
Pl... 
"IN 
29 

N 

oY 


N 4 
CEE 
| 79 
[| * 
oF 4 
E 
1 
\ 3 
5 * 
N 
We 
5 
=, o 
*. 
9 
4 


£34 ie Roan Ye! Berkibie, Who 


1 dead ſome years, is another, | 
hem one is tempted to invoke as a 


aint. As their lives are written, H ſhall 
purchaſe and ſend them to you by the 
firſt. opportunity, knowing you are fond 
of ſuch preſents. We paid frequent 
Vifits to the canons of St. Peter, in all 

of which Twiſhed for vou, who are ſo 


piouſly - zealous for the ſanctity of the 


| Lord's houſe; you would have beheld 


tome worthy | ſucceſſors of his diſciples. 


Firſt, they are poor, their-prebendaries 
not amounting to .more than fix hun- 


dred Irvres, and the-biſhop: has not five 


7 thouſand livres a year. They cannot 


be admitted. into this body unleſs they 
are of noble birth, or profeſſors ; the 
canons, ke the. other ecclefiaſtics of 


this dioceſe, engage, when they take or- 


ers, to wear the long habit conſtantly, 
10 renohnce hunting, cards, and I Know 
kot what: beſides, which contributes 
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esl to preſerve, the wehe aku of 
the ſociety. 

N otwithfianding their poverty, 1755 
* alms, for in a city that ſwarms with 
poor, they have frequent exerciſe ſor 
their charity. The Marquis did not 
appear the leaſt weary during the whole 
Week: the converſation of theſe gentle- 
men, who were at once good, polite, 
and ſenſible, ſeemed to divert his me - 
lancholy. We viſited the tomb of St. 
Francis de Sales together, and I im- 
plored of Heaven, through his intereeſ- . 
ion, to grant peace of mind to the poor 
Marquis, which prayer I reiterated every 
day in the; ſame place, and 1 firmly be- 
lieve it was not in vain. At our depar- 
ture from Anneci for Geneva, he ac- 
knowledged that he began to conſider 
* diſgrace. in a new light, and that he 
had a ſtrong conviction it would turn 
out to his advantage. 8 We ſhall remain 

4 but eight days at this eſtate, a the 


(2400 
at Aix; while ome repairs hehas * : 
{are making in the caſtle,” by which 
eonclude he nne; —— in it for 
ne „ N 
As we drew near to Fe my 1 
was ſo Oppreſſed, I could not help ſhed- 
Aing tears over the misſortunes of its in- 
babitanis. My grief increaſed on read - 
| ing this — over " their e of 
; thee 'COMes liehs. 65198 What think you 5 
of this? ſaid one of the principal 
men in the eity, who came to ſeteh us 
zin his own carriage to a place about a 
jeugue off. That the words are 
* tranſpoſed, anſwered I; 4 inſtead 
of peſt tenebras luv, it ſhould have 
& been p lucem tenebræ We ſaw all 
that was remarkable in this town; I was 
moſt pleaſed with the care taken of the 
Poor in the hoſpital, and the good order 
that reigned there. The Marquis, 
ho is well acquainted with this; — | 
 4Mures 16a its nh; artants 
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. TOI they have Jutle or no 
religion: which I explain thus; they 
ſpeak with reverence of the Deity; they 
behave with great decency i in their tem- 
ples of worſhip; they cultivate. the mo- 
ral virtues, but they differ on their 
points of f doctrine, except in deteſt ing 5 
the Catholic religion, a hatred founded 
upon calumny and prejudice. Þ he 
common people think us idolaters, and 
even the more enlightened accuſe us of 
 Auchextravagant opinions, that one can- 
not but wonder how ſenſible people 
could adopt ſuch notions. I aſſure vop, 
their deteſtation of Catholiciſm would be 
well founded, if it taught the tenth part 
of the errors they attribute to it. During 
my ſtay in Geneva, I was abſolutely be- 
| : erl. and , though con- 


x trary to my wiſbes, the converſation al. | 


 waysturned«pon mattersofcontroverſy, 1 


3 without acrimony; and if L have 
- zeaſon to extol the moderation and po- 2 
die N 3 liteneſs 


— S 
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ſs: of; theſe gentlemons.. 4:3 beley 
CY are no. Jeſs, contented. with. 
An immenſe gulf divides us, 
due ol them to me: let us eee 
«ſome ſtones,” anſwered I; 3 © let us en- 
**deayourto fill it up; the thing is not ſo 
difficult as may b be imagined.“ I there- 
upon entered into an explanation of 
ſome of our dogmas, conſeſſion, the in- 
vocation of ſaints, and the prayersfor the 
dead. The clergyman allowed. there 
Was nothing impious in theſe; that, 
the contrary, they were very ing 
had explained them, but obſerved, I 


* 
* 43 4 * 
— 


had only given my own private ſenti- 


ments, which. "_ were not thoſe 
AIRY 4363 1 . $3 
This is their — fringe. of diſ- 
een K it has been told them a thouſand 
times: I confirmed it, but they reſuſe 
my teſtimony, as they rejected that of 
Monfieur Boſſuet. This I conceive to 
be the ſole cauſe of our ſeparation; 
they have un, and d they wall not 
co part 
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part with them. Whether they believe 
them To firmly, that they think it uſeleſs 
to c change them for doubts, or that che 

| look upon it as a matter of indifference 


in what light they regard relip gious tenets, _ 


or whether it proceeds from indolence, 
negligence, ot attention to bufineſs, « cer- 
rain it is, the ſolicitudes of life are the 
tares which choke up the Food grain. 
Apropos of this citation from ſcripture; . 
theſe gentlemen were much ſurpriſed I 
ſhduld be fo th orotghly acquainted with 
it, as my church, fay they, forbids tile 
reading of it. In; vain T affiired them it 


was a falſe notion; nothing could con-. 


vince them. I mèntioned to you that 
I had purchaſed the life of Monſieur 
Bernex, and bappening to have it in 
my pocket, I proved to them that this 
prelate juſtified himſelf from the Te. 
proach; This ineident turned the con- 
verſation upon the biſhops of Anneci, 
who are held in high eſtimation in this 

wy and 112 * ane re- union would 
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64 * 
| x. facilitated if all the. prelates 
and — lived like the chief and 
Chapter of St. Peter. * hey admired the 
Aiſpofitions of the canons, not one =. 
whom, out of thirty who compoſe the 
chapter, but what would willingly ſeal 
an act with his blood, by which they 
would reſign to the gentlemen of Ge- 
neva all pretenſions to the great wealth 
1 they withhold from them, upon the ſole 
condition of reſtoring their cathedral, 
and allowing them liberty to preach in 
| its, I quitted Geneva full of eſteem for | 
- thoſe I had ſeen there, and fo penetrated 
with compaſſion, that I ſhall not paſs a 
day without imploring Heaven to en- 
lighten their minds, and I think I could 
conſent, without doing myſelf any vio- 
lence, to thed my blood for this city, to 
_ reſtore it to the rank of thoſe who obey 
| the church, As to the reſt, they deteſt 
the doctrines of Calvin reſpecting pre- 
deftination- and grace, ſo that there 
auld. be me: difficulty on this, head. 1 
5 * 1 have 


have not yet had time to examine our 
caſtle, which ſtrikes me as a very fine 
one at the firſt glance, but it is badly 


furniſhed, and they are going to make 


Orger,” | 


%. 
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Madame as MonrTies to the Marchionefs. 


I AM Catheincly obliged to you, my 


dear child for the detail you have 
given me o your journey, and of the 
Happy effect of your prayers for the 
Marquis: I accept the preſage he him- 
ſelf gives me. His diſgrace will not be 
attended with ſuch unpleaſant” conſe- 


quences as he had apprehended. I love 


your provoſt and your canons exceed- 
ingly, whom T before knew ſomething of, 
and I moſt fincerely wiſh our clergymen 


merited the ſame encomiums; this would 


be the moſt effectual remedy againſt he- 
_— the progreſs of which hasbeenowing 
33 0 "FO 


1 


preparations 0 on all fides to ſet } it in 
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ccetbfiuſties;: And neden ü yours is 
under the ſafeguard of poverty, for 
which they are indebted to Meſſrs. * 
On who, in that reſpect, are the 
inſtruments of their ſanctification; 
though, unfortunately for them, I do 
not think the virtue they thus occaſton 
will ſtand them in any ſtead before God. 
It is very ſtrongly impreſſed on my mind 
that wo are not permitted to ſeize our 
Wee 8. property, and had they no 
other charge againſt them at the day of 
5 judgment, I know not how they can an- 
per it. Some time ago I had a long 
diſpute with an inhabitant of that city, 
and as ] poſitively juſtified 'the ob- 
ſervance of the eighth precept of the de- 
calogue, and maintained that the devia- 
tion ſrom it was an offence to God, and 
a diſturbance to the order of ſociety; he 
introduced the example of the children 
of Ifrael, me off the jewels of the 
5 Egypti 15 1 OR e traverſe 
i184 WT: per 


4 


your lake on dry land, and I ſball Pr 


think you ' authoriſed) to imitate their : 


conduct. We were at dinner at the 
time; every one laughed at my propoſal, 
and there it reſted, they neither accep! 
ing it, or thinking of reftoring the wealth 
of your worthy canons. 
While I read your letter, 1 site 4 
having inſtilled thoſe principles in your 
youth, of which you now make ſo good 
a uſe, I deteſt that bitter zeal which 
confounds the heretic/ with the hereſy, 
and will admit of no eſtimable nnn 
in thoſe of a contrary perſuaſion. One 


ſhould abhor the AN Wr pity br 2 


miſtaken. 


I muſt inform you of an event that i is 


whe whole talk of our canton, and which 
will doubtleſs be intereſting to you, as 
it concerns your former nurſe, who now 
goes by the name of Miſtreſs Mary: 


the addition of Miſtreſs diſpleaſes her 


extremely; ſhe wiſhes to be called fimply 
"ny" as TIN but . Fn ſhe muſt” re- 
tain 


1 
„ 
ain 


1 - N 
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fails ther nickn 


« ny ) 
ne alſo. 


has a daughter, whom you left quite a 
girl, and who is now: grown up a tall 


fine young woman. The ſon of the 


ax-gatherer, Lucas, was ſo deeply in 


love with her, that he inliſted, to puniſh 


his father for refuſing his conſent to 
their marriage. The good Mary had a 


| brother at Paris, who for ſeveral years 
gave her no further account of himſelf, 
than to ſay he found it a hard matter to 


live. Some man coming from thence, 


informed her that this brother was fallen 
fick, and not being willing to go the 
| hoſpital, was languiſhing in a garret. 


This news touched the heart of your 


poor nurſe, who immediately called her 


daughter, and ſaid, My dear Marian, 


This woman 


« your uncle is in miſery; I had ſeraped 
«together about thirty livres to buy you 
« ſome clothes, but I think you are too 


« 4 a girl to grieve at my ſending 


them to him, as he is very e 


« poor, and you ſhall carry them, and 


L take care of him.“ —“ With <P my 
” « heart,” 


( 
« heart, replied 3 that 
fame evening went on board the paſſape- 
reached Paris the next night. Her 
uncle ſcarce allowed her time to offer 
her ſervices before he faid, Do you 
come to feratch all you can from 
< me? I tell you beforehand, I have 
% nothing to give you.“ J do not 
mean to be any expenſe to you, my 
_« dear uncle,” ſaid ſhe; © on the con- 
*« trary, I bring you a little money.” 
At the word money he relaxed ſome- 
. of his ſternneſs, and ſuffered her to 
buy a bit of meat to make him ſome 
| broth ; but this old miſer, who had 
ſcare a ſpark of life remaining, ſeeing 
her at the window, got up very ſoftly, 
and filled the ſaucepan full of water, 
juſt as the broth was ready. Marian, 
who is a very good chriſtian, adviſed 
him to have a confeſſor, and ſend for 
a doctor: the firſt he agreed to, becauſe 
i ee him — but he e 
A IF " refuſed 
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niture to his ſiſter. . This bed conſiſted 


0 250 ) | 
 refulet the laſl. ben he had finiſhed 


Gn —— i rt e mY fn 


of will, by which he. bequeathed his 
bed to his niece, and the reſt of his fur- 


of a ſtraw mattreſs, a ragged ſheet, ket 
an old quilt: and for furniture, he had 


two chairs, a table, a cheſt, and ſome 
_ earthen ware. He died the next day, 
and was buried on the morrow, at ſeven 


&clock/in the evening. Marian having 
anly money enough left to pay her paſ- | 
 fage back, was obliged to paſs the night 

in the garret where her uncle had died. 
Happily for her, I had cured her of all 
fear of ghoſts, ſo that ſhe flept very 
quietly. On her awaking, as uſual, at 
four in the morning, and examining the 
legacy, in the cheſt ſhe found nothing 
but ſome old rags, that were not worth 
carrying away; ſhe therefored etermined 
to ſell the bedſtead and the other things, 
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for thitty fous + the amd mattreſs be- 


ſomething, and accordingly was remov- 


ing it near the chimney, to empty it of 


the ſtraw; but finding it extremely 
heavy, ſhe was forced to take it out by 
Randfuls, and throw it on one fide. 
What was her aſtoniſhment when ſhe 
ſagy'/pieces of gold and filyer tumble 
out: it increaſed as ſhe went on, till 

actually pulled out the gold by 
bandfolls[-. Ido not exaggerate, my 


dear, in the leaſt ; there were no ſeſs 
than thirty-two thouſand livres in this 


mattreſs. Overjoyed at the diſcovery 


the returned to the eheſt, took out all the 


Tags, and found an old under-waiſtcoat 
patched- with various coloured cloth, 
which ſhe could ſcarcely lift. She haſ- 
tened to unrip theſe patches, which con- 
ceealed a number of Spaniſh piſtoles:; 

every rag alſo contained; ſome, : Poor 


Marian thought ſhe muſt be dreaming, 


and could not conceive how her uncle 
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Sde did "Chg a Ole 
but having ſewed up all the Sin neh- 
ped, ſhe packed up her new ſe and trea- 
ſures in one of her petticoats, and hiring 
aà porter to convey it to the boat, ſhe ar- 
rived here fate about ten days ago, with 
all her riches. The mother's ſhare is 
twenty-ſeven thouſand livres, who - — 
mediately brought the whole to our 
| houſe, to aſk your father's advice. By 
the greateſt good luck in the world, 
he receivers ſon was in the village, 
and Marian aſſured your ſather, that 
as her lover had choſen her when po- 
verty was her portion, ſhe ſhould only 
value her money as it would enable 
ber to ſhare her good fortune with 
him. My huſband went directly to the 
yeceiver, who could hardly believe the 
money over and over again, he gave his 


conſent with the beſt grace imaginable, 
* yu may an; The lover was 


Hh 
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ſet at! Hberty,. and married PO Mart rian 
this morning, who, as her parents have 
no other child, will become poffeſſed of, 
near fixty thouſand livres. They have 
the ſenſe to follow your father's advice not 
to quit their condition of farmers, with 
this difference only, that they will im- 
prove and add to- their own land, as 
they have acquired ſo oy wealth at 
ſo cheap a rate. 

I leave you to make all your n 
aner on this hiſtory. Farewell, 
Jam called to dinner, and the bride 
will not. ae ber Lon till 1 am 


From the Marching of ++ * 70 Maden, 
A. Mowrigz. Gp: 


My Pear Mother 7 et 703-2066 Had 
"ADMIRE the goodneſs of Divine Pro- 


© vidence'in my behalf, which has 
mierciſully ſpared me the pang of ſeeiuig 
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my Wop! miſtreſs expire. The Queen 
ef Sardinia is no more, my dear mother; 
neither wealth, titles, or youth, have 
been able to ſave her from prematurely 
paying the debt of nature. Every thing 
ſeemed to enſure her long liſe, for her 
conſtitution was excellent; ſhe. alone 
2 -foreſaw: her end, and often diſcourſed 
with me upon it. The Count writes us 
word that ſhe died with a truly chriſtian 
reſigualion. Her children ſhe recom- 
2d to the Prince of Piedinont, who 
Will, I bope, transfer that: affection to 
= them he ſelt ſor their mother; ſhe fully 
merited it by the regard ſhe bore. him. 
The inſide of this poor Queen was found 
in a ſtate of -inflammation; from whence 
the people who delight to comment on 
the actions of the great, have taken oc- 
caſion to relate many extravagant tales, 
but no one knows better than myſelf tha 
cauſe of this Arne,, During her 


bee abi the. too. grey i in 
| dulged : * 


($4 


( 255 ) 


Aulged: the was continually eating 
ſugared paſtry, and whatever elſe came 
into her mind, and J oſten took the li- 
berty of warning her that ſhe would- 
bring on an inflammation. 5 1 8647 
Though the King always 0 very 
great attention to her, yet I may venture 
to affirm ſhe was not happy. She had 
a decided antipathy to the manners and, 
principles.of the Piedmonteſe ladies, and 
could not bring herſelf to ſacrifice every 
thing to externals. I believe ſhe would 
have ſuffered much greater vexation, if 
| ſhe had not determined from the firſt to 
act as became a Queen. She was ex- 
_ceedingly generous, and could not en- 
dure any one ſhould approach her with- 
out receiving ſome token of her libera- 
ty. At a ſeaſon when flowers were 
 fearce, a poor woman preſented her with 
ſome very fine ones: the Queen accepted 
them, and ordered ten ſequins to be ſent 
her. The Marquis of , to whom 
_ order was ed Aödghd⸗ proper 
to 
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to inform . that flowers dirs not o 
dear at Turin as at Luneville, and that 


one fequin would ſuffice. Give her 
twenty, faid the Queen and pray do it 
| Inſtantly, or I ſhall get to thirty. This 
adventure reached the King's ears; and 
as he has a noble ſoul, he could not but 
appfaud his conſort's munificence. He 
oObſerved that if ten ſequins were too 
much for the woman, they were very 
ittte for a Queen; and from that time the 
Marquis of * never dene — 2 . 
leſſvnus on economy. .. 
The Queen's death ſeems to f 0 our 
deſtiny, and the Marquis perſiſts in his 
reſolution of retiring into France. We 
are now at Aix, a ſmall village famous 
for its mineral waters, where we have 
found a great deal of good company, it 
being the rendezvous of all the environs. 
Here are ſeveral ladies from Geneva, 
and a vaſt number of Swiſs. At Turin 
J eontracted the univerſal prejudice 
—— this A but J am effectuallyx 


cured 
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1 alt outſide 


d people conceal a fund of good 


ſenſe. Integrity and car 


chief characteriſtics, ad: te: greateſt ; 
part of them are wholly free from that 


rudeneſs fo erroneouſly imputed to 


them: apparently the adventure of the 
puppets has injured them in the opinion 


of many; for my part, I could accom» 


modate myſelf very well to their inter- 

courſe, for I prefer the good ſenſe and 
itude that prevail in their converſa - i 

tion and conduct, to the brilliant fallies | 


of ſuch as are fliled- wits. 


The Count does not mention, one 
wot of Matilda in his letter, and this 
neglect, which I myſelf do not compre»: 
hend, evidently vexed and affected her. 
It nd doubt determined her to confide in 
me; her heart was oppreſſed, and ſne 
ſtood in need of a confidant. She read / 
me her letter, and your anſwer; and asi 
the conjured: me to ſpeak my real ſen-r | 
wn I did not diſguiſe the afo- 
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 niſhment into which - he Mii 


5 Ws favourable; iis way... too muck 
piqued to play the heroine, * n ears, 
which flowed in ſpite of her, convinced 

her of the fallacy of her ideas. She al- 
moſt hated the Count. at that moment, 
whom fhe thinks deſpiſes, and treats her 

with contempt for her behaviour. 1 
made no effort to leſſen this ſuppoſition, 
"ob endeavoured to convince her of the 
eceſſity of conquering her li ET 
hope ſhe willbe-docile... fa ln fonts 
Amongſt the great concourſe of ſtran- 
| gers who reſort to this place, we remarked 
a young man who apparently haunted 
in the ſame hotel with us, and as his 
aſſiduity diſturbed her, ſhe commiſſioned 
one of our ſeryants to find out who he 
was. The man infinuated himſelf into 
his ndbdeice; and has. informed us 
that he is a painter, and has orders to 
take my ſiſter's portrait. The 1 


12390 
ſent for him, and preſſed him to declare 
at whoſe inſtigation he was thus em- 
ployeèd; but the painter ſtrongly denied 
having ſaid any thing to the valet, fo 
"that this myſtery remains upravelled; 
I was going to cloſe my letter, when 
the Marquis came to tell me he had 
overheard my converſation with Ma- 
' tilda. He is delighted with the difco- 
very, and reproaches himſelf bitterly 
for his perſecution of her in favour of 
Maftrilli The courage of this child, 
who would ſacrifice her happineſs to 
her love, he deems quite heroic, and 
ridicules the fear I endeavoured to in- 
ſpire. God grant he may not ſpoil our 
work! he has at leaſt W me he 
will not. 
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. Ai, to the receding. if 1 


HE figure of this world has en 
paſſed away from your poor Queen. 
All has diſappeared from her eyes, and, 

like the loweſt of mortals, ſhe only 
carries to the grave the good works 
| the has done in this life. _ Happily 
for her, her morals were pure; let this 
conſole you, my dear child. The Lord 
in his mercy dealt the blow, perhaps to 
ſave her from the dangers of a throne, 
dangers from which it is difficult to 
eſcape. He has ſnatched you from thoſe 
of a court, and ſeems to prepare many 
happy days for you in retirement. Be 
grateful for his divine goodneſs, and 
ſay to him every hour of the day, My 
K heart is ready, O Lord; be it unto me 
&« according to thy will.” J am very 
happy Matilda is acquainted with all 
me weakneſs of her heart; this only 


Can 
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can effect her recovery. My appre- 
henſions are entirely removed, ſince ſhe 
has come to the reſolution of confiding 
in you: confidence in a real friend. is 
a falutary expedient, by which alone a 
young perſon can avoid deſtruction. 
| Continue to watch over her, and per- 
ſuade the Marquis to keep her ignorant 
of his having overheard your diſcourſe. 
His ideas Ve: your's do not tally in this 
point. Men who have lived wholly ; In 
the great world require nothing. more 
of our ſex than external decorum, and 
make no crime of what they call an in- 
nocent attachment, provided their con- 
duct is irreproachable : as if this could 
ve relied on, when the heart i is under 
the dominion of a violent paſſion, That 
of your fiſter is proof againſt every 
| thing, ſince the Count's neglect has not 
operated her cure, for her pride is very 
great; but how impotent are the paſſions 
againſt each other! Your father always 
ha an idea, that novels mi ight be uſe- 
* „ ful, 
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ful, as they inſpired young women Wich 


: that noble pride which would be their 


preſeryative againſt vicious love. For 
my, part, the only diſtinction I can ſee 


between this and Platonic reſults from 


the want of - - opportunity, a doctrine 
that cannot be too deeply inculcated 


on the younger part of the female ſex. 


J am equally at a loſs with yourſelf 
to account for the adventure of the por- 


trait; but it makes me wiſh you were 
quietly ſettled in your own habitation, 


for I dread ſome new perſecution for 
Four | ſiſter. i 


From the Marchiongf of * * 70 Madame | 
du MONTIER. 


d Dear Motber, 


| WE have at length diſcovered the 
employer of the painter: the Count 


de Montjoye, who is perhaps the moſt 
accompliſhed nobleman in all Savoy, is 


deeply 


( 263 ) 

deeply enamoured with Matilda, and 
bas ſolicited, through the medium of a 
friend, the Marquis's conſent to his ad- 
ſs: It is impoſſible to deſcribe my 
ſiſter's anxiety and fears, more parti- 
cularly when the Marquis deſired a 
month to conſider of the propoſal. She 
conſeſſed to me, that were her heart 
leſs firmly fixed, ſhe ſhould have been 
Happy in this young nobleman's regard; 

but that, let what will happen, ſhe is 
reſolved not to engage” herſelf to marry. 
My lectures on this head are of no 
avail; in vain I aſſure her that true 
greatneſs of ſoul conſiſts in ſacrificing 
inclination to duty; that her paſſion 
will die of itſelf, when unſupported by 
hope; that the Almighty will bleſs her 

endeavours on this occafion ; and that 
it is almoſf certain, an amiable young 
man thinks himſelf ſure of gaining the 
affections of a virtuous woman: ſhe 
replies, that her repugnance to marry 
the Count de Montjoye would be greater 
PE on. © than 
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than to any other, becauſe of all men 
the eſteems him, the moſt; 5 that it would 
be tempting God to run the riſk, of 
uniting herſelf to a man ſhe could not 
love; and that the only way to prove 
her gratitude for his thinking her worthy 
to become his wife, is by refuſing bim 
her band, when it would be unaccom- 
panied with her heart. How dreadful 
to be a prey to ſuch principles as theſe | 

Poor child! ſhe calls forth my tendereſt 
pity: the many advantages ſhe has re- 
ceived from nature are fatal to her peace, 
fince ſhe is an object of indifference to 
the only perſon capable of touching her 
heart; the Count's ſilence with regard 
to her in bis laſt letter ſeems to aſſure 
us of it. The Marquis has written to 
inform him of the propoſed alliance, 
and alſo of my ſiſter's averſion to it; 
at the ſame time giving him to under- 
ſtand that he is the cauſe of it, and re- 
queſting to know his reaſons for deſiring 


Mułatilda m not be married within 


* cer- 


„„ 2 
a certain time. She is ignorant of this 
tranſaction, and ſuffers a degree of 
anguiſh that admits of no alleviation. 
J never leave her a moment to herſelf, 
and we walk about almoſt the whole 
day. At firſt we were extremely alarmed 
at the ſnakes, which you are liable to 
tread upon every ſecond ſtep. I ſcreamed 
violently the firſt time I ſaw one, but a 
country woman, who was paſſing along, 1 
took it up in her hand, and threw it *M 
on the other fide of the road. My terror 
was exceſſive when I beheld her handle: 
the frightful beaſt, but I am now uſed 
to them, and feel no more afraid of a 
ſnake than I ſhould of a fly. "I 
perfectly inoffenſive in this village; I 
have ſeen them in the cradles of their | 
children, twined round their arms and 
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necks; in ſhort, they are like domeſtic 

animals in the houſes. I was curious 

to know what could prevent theſe rea- 
tures from hurting the inhabitants of 

5 10 while two leagues off their ſting is 

04 mor- 
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mortal: the good people told me, one 
of their ſaints had obtained this favour 
for them from Heaven. 1 do not in 
the leaſt queſtion the almighty power 
of God, who. can multiply wonders at 
his will; but I am renden he does not 
laviſh them unncceſſarily; and ſome 
phyſical cauſe might JondileG/be-af- 
ſigned for this pretended miracle. Is it 
not, for inſlance, the quality of the 
water in which they are found that 
diminiſhes their venom I have re- 
marked, that when they are taken out 
of hot water in which they uſually 
live they are quite benumbed, and re- 
cover their agility very flowly : my 
conjesture is founded on this circum- 
tance, but I am not en enough 
0 ae 1 N 
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Reatax, my a child, your aller 8 


ſituation afflicts me extremely. I 
hag flattered myſelf the Count was 


touched by the ſentiments ſhe enter- 
tained for him, but his ſilence blaſts all 
my hopes. As to her ideas reſpecting. 
marriage, I can neither approve nor 
blame them. It requires a great ſhare 
of virtue to eradicate ſo deep rooted a 

paſſion, and it is very hard to be re- 
duced to the neceſſity of loving a huſ- 
band from duty only. A perſon whoſe 


heart is free from any prepoſſèſſion 


may marry with indifference (though 


not averſion); but in your fiſter's caſe, 


I would never force a girl to give her 


hand to another, as I ſhould think my- 
ſelf reſponſible for whatever might re- 
ſult from ſuch an union. Uſe your: 


afions With the Marquis to deſiſt 
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from, perſecuting ih 3 freſh. offers: . 
of. what avail would be the moſt ſplendid | 
fortune, if it ſubjected her to conflicts 
as dangerous to Hex virtue as. fatal to 
her peace: "SS . 
4A am quite of 1 your opinion reſpecing 
miracles: it is debaſing them to, mul- 
_ fiply. them improperly, They tell us, 
the iſland of Malta has the ſame | privi- 
lege as has the village of Aix in Savoy: 
that venomous animals have had no 
King, ever fince Saint Paul was there 
bit by. a ſerpent without ſuſtaining any 
- ApJury.,., This prodigy is better founded 
"than the other, but, like you,! 1 ſhall not 
venture to decide upon it. Mankind 
delight i in aſcribing to the marvellous 
the moſt, ſimple events which happen 
to ſurpaſs their comprehenſion, but are 
inſenſible to a thouſand wonders that 
are continually before their eyes. Our 
preſervation, for inſtance, is a miracle 
to which few are ſenſible ; but reflect 
only on ſthe various parts that compoſe 
- :p our 


eee 
2 * *#_ + * 


our uche“ on a = 2 And their 


fragility; and our aſtoniſhment would 


never ceaſe. Every thing around us is 
wonderful; the ſea daſhing its waves 
againſt a grain of ſand, without paſſing 


thoſe limits preſcribed to it by the Al- 


mighty. I ſhould never have done, 
were I to enumerate the miracles that 
are daily preſented to our obſeryation; 


and which we appear to diſregard.” We 


ſtand in great need of one to effect a 
change in Matilda's heart. 
this bleſſing fervently for her, my dear 
child: He, who ſtilleth the raging of 
the winds and. floods, can alone calm 


the tempeſt which paſſion raiſes in our! 
. breaſts. Perſuade her to addreſs herſelf 
to this Father of Mercies, whoſe ears 


Takei ens hs a 
who aſk with faith in his Son's name. 


Implore 
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find power to winks pl you in ay 


midſt of the trouble that overwhelms 


me My heart is broke, the Almighty 
has wounded it in its moſt tender part; 


E my dear mother, I have no longer 
any 10 


n, the youngeſt. died laſt night, 
andthe eldeſt is in ſuch imminent dan- 


ger chat the phyficians have given him 
over. My fiſter, who would not leave 
me during my attendance on my dear 


children, was taken very ill about two-. 
hours ago, the dodtor thinks of the 


| {mall-pox, | which cruel diſorder has de- 
prived:me of my beloved infants. | The 


Marquis, who has never had it, and is 
in great dread of it, was in a manner 
dragged away from the houſe by one 


| of his friends. How ſhall 1 appriſe him 


*. r 

1 #1 4 „ 
9 L I" 1 

+ ;, 5 


1 a 


Co a9") ) 


of our loſs? How ſhall I myſelf caſtain 
it? 5 Almighty Father ! why did 1 not 
9 precede my dear children to the 
« grave? O. my God who layeſt thine 
ce afflicting hand upon me, grant me 
ſtrength to ſupport this ſeparation 
« from: myſelf. My ſoul flies after __ 
“poor infants, and looks back with 


cc horror on a world which has no 


longer any thing to offer me. For- 


© give theſe murmurs, O my God | my 


{« heart ſubmits, but nature ſinks under 
© the conflict. Reftore me my ſon, 


« ſole arbiter of life and death; ſhorten 


„ my days, and add them to his; or 


« rather, O my God] may thy adorable” 
will be fulfilled, and not mine! 1 
© adore: the hand that deals the blow; 


«I adore the wiſdom of thy decrees's 
this dear ſon does not nen to _ 


£6 may he—” 712055 | 317 

I was obliged to cd my e 1 Tr 
wrote it by the fide of my poor child. 
"he! was between life and death. The 


ſmall- 
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ſmall-pox ſtruck in almoſt 0 ſoon as! 
it came out; his ſenſes. were quite gone, 
and hardly any ſigns of, life remained. 


At this juncture my women brought 
me a poor countrywoman, ho has juſt 


ſmall-pox. She ſaid it was rather late 


ſiſter, provided the doctors do not come 
near her. She made my ſon ſwallowa 
large goblet of wine, with a doſe of 


theriack in it, as ſhe affirmed the dear 
| innocent was dying from inanity, and 
had not ſtrength ſufficient to throw- 
_ out the venom. I ſhook like a leaf 


while he was drinking this potion; how- 


ever his ſenſes in a ſhort time returned; 


the matter is again making its appear- 


| "ance, and my letter, which, at the be- 
ginning was effaced with the moſt bitte 
tears, is now bedewed with thoſe of 


joy. I committed the greateſt extrava· 


gances; 1 went on my knees to the 


„„ Lzu ber 


K (& 273 Y 
her to reſtore me my child. Helplefs' 
mortalll what is thy flrength' tulen the 
hand' o, God is heavy upon ies 

My ſon has juſt had a profuſe duet; 
all my women, as well as myſelf, think 
him out of danger; we are in eeſtacies, 
and our joy increaſes every moment 
with our patient's amendment. My 
deliverer has obliged me to retire to 

reſt, aſſuring me ſhe would anſwer for 
the child's life, if I would leave him 
to her care. Every minute they bring 
me word how he goes on. The woman 
has had an old cock killed to add to the 
ſtrength of his broth: I fear it will aug- 
ment the fever, but ſhe muſt have her 
own: way. An hour ago I intended to 
ſend off this letter, but 1 ſhall now. | 
wait till to-morrow, and I truſt, ere that 
time, to be able to tell ue ſome. e 
W 5 . 
1. cannot conceive nun I bull k 
in the extreme agitation of my ſpirits, 
Exhauſted nature was in a mann 


N 
un 
1 : 
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quite worn out; I have lept 3 
hours, and for four, days and nights I 
did not cloſe my eyes. Being conſtantly 
with my poor children, their idea wholly 1 
abſorbed my mind, and it was doubtleſs: 
owing to the objects that had 9 
y thoughts in my waking moments 
that I bad the following dream: Me- 
thought I was in the middle of a moun- 
tain, a thouſand times more terrific than 
Mans Cenis. It was ſurrounded and 
filled with innumerable precipices, and 
frightfal- monſters. Clouds of fire co- 
vered it entirely, and the thunder fell 
upon it every inſtant. There appeared 
to be a vaſt concourſe of people on this 
mauntain, and crowds were continually 
arriving, without which it would have 
been a deſert; for on all ſides of me I 
beheld numbers of every age and ſex 
continually periſhing. Some were de- 
voured by the monſters, others fell into 
the gulfs, and ſome were eruſned by 
the e a veryil ſmall number ſur-- 


FP... wget” | 5 mounted „ | 
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(Can 


mounted the preci pices and 
aſters of the mountain, and gen 2 
delightful plain that was at its foot. 
There, after all their toils and terrors, 
they repoſed themſelves by rivulets, and 


ſlaked” their thirſt with their chryſtal 
Waters: they lifted up their hands to 

Heaven in gratitude for having eſcaped 
the former perils. I uſed all my efforts 


to reach this plain, together with my 
two ſons, whom I led by the hand; 
when a man of a ſevere aſpect faidto 


me in a ftern voice: The time of 


« thy repoſe i is not yet come; thou mult 
«© wander Tor many years upon this 
% mountain:” at the fame. time he 
ſnatched my children from me, and 
with a powerful hand launched the 


youngeſt into the middle of the plain.” 


He was about to do the ſame by the 
other, but J caught hold of him, and 
ſhed fo many tears that he at length 


_ reſtored him to me. „Cruel parent,“ 


a this dear child! „“ what offence 
* I; | : 6c have 
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© have 1 committed, that thou wouldſt 
thus deprive me of felic city? Look 
<round' on the dangers to which -thow' 
© expoſeſt me, and caſt thy eyes on my 
© brother.” I looked, and beheld my 
ſecond jon bathing in a delicious ſtream. 
The ſereneſt peace and joy ſparkled in 
his countenance; but notwithſtanding 
the pleaſure I felt at contemplating my 
Poor infant's ſtate of wth, 5 I | ye. at 
being ſeparated from him. 
In this agony Tawoke; my Kumite 
was ſitting | by. me, who told me my 
ſon was out of all danger, that the Mar- 
quis had eſcaped from his friend, and 
fearleſs of the infection was at his ſon's 
bedſide. I haſtened to him; our tears 
flowed plentifully on embracing each 
other; but our ſatisfaction at baving 
ar a child now become our only 
hope, alleviated our wet for the ow ve 
of the other. | 
Our Zſculapius e the e e 
4 father never catches the ſmall- pox of 


| 0 277 * 
his, ant the attendants ſay! it is an 
old woman's tale; but the Marquis, 
though probably of the ſame opinion, 
is willing to credit her, that he may 
avoid the neceſſity of quitting his child. 
Though: his mind is much engroſſed 
with this beloved ſon, yet he is ex- 
tremely ſenſible to my ſiſter's danger, 
and bitterly laments the impoſſibility 
of going to her room, which our good 
angel abſolutely forbids. I divide my 


attention between my child and my 


ſiſter, ſo that you may reſt a ſſured every 


. care will be taken of he. 


She is aſleep at this moment, and 
alone at her bedſide I reflect on my 


dream. 


to my children s real good: I ought to 
ſhed tears of faith and joy, when I con- 
fider, that my youngeſt is at reſt in the 


boſom of his God, delivered from the 


miſeries and dangers of this life; but 


* faith, is weak —é“ Increaſe: it, Q 
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It is a leſſon given me from 
the Lord, to ſhew me how blind Lam 
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Lord! \Aifptſe-e me, and « all that 
belongs to me, as it ſeemeth beſt to 
« « thy + wiſdem and goodneſs: but 
<*: ſtrengthen thy frail creature, that ſhe 
« may not repine at the privation of 
« thoſe bleſſings thou haſt only lent 
4 her, and which thou canſt nn 
*thy good RR W time Bas 


8 


he for, to the gab ng.” 


Hou e do feel for you, un- 
.:fortunate mother! To be ſenſible 
of, your ſituation, one ought to have 
experienced if. Beloved child, I take 
up my pen to fortify your courage, but 
J perceive I am weaker than yourſelf. 
Yet who is it that cauſes our dejection? 
The band that ſtrikes, is it not 1 BE: 
an all merci iful Father? 1 
3 cannot regard your pals 4 as wo" 
the eG, of. ſurrounding objects; it: 


Was, 


iſe! 


| 
| 
| 
| 


1 me } 
Was; as you juſtly think, an uſeful 


leſſon ſent you from above. Blind 


er parents! ye know not what ye aſk, 


When ye implore the life of a child 
ce hom, in "bis mercy, he takes away. 
Rather thank his goodneſs for pre- 
«ſerving him from the dangers of ſin 
and miſery. Let us raiſe our eyes. to 
* heaven, my daughter! and contem- 


F# plate our child in the manſions of 


« the bleſſed. What fortune, what 


& glory could we procure. for him on 
© earth equal to that he now enjoys! ? 


Did we not preſent this giſt to the 


“Lord at the moment we received him 


«from his hand?“ Do I not every day 
of my life offer him my beloved daugh- 
ter and my other children? Is it not 
the conſtant prayer of my heart that he 


ſhould withdraw them from this world, 


rather than ſuffer them to partake of the 
filth of Babylon'? 1 reiterate this prayer, 


O my God! liſten not to the repinings 


62. ol. che e my ſoul: diſavows them, 
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&,z id reſigns all to thy wildem. Happy 
in King this ſacrifice to offer as an 
te atonement for the errors I may have 
© been! led into by my too indulgent : 
« fondneſs for my children.“ How 
gracious is the Almighty, my child! 
He will receive the involuntary ſacrifice 
we make him of what is moſt dear to 
us. I feel that my offering is accepted 
by the peace that pervades my ſoul 
in the midſt of the tempeſt that aſſails 
my ſenſes. What glory ſor a feeble 
creature to have ſomething to preſent 
to its God! What bliſs, that we can 
imitate him in his ſacrifice of his Son 
for our ſalvation! T his thought con- 
ſoles, animates, and ſtrengthens me. 
| Jes, Lord! with all my mind I reſign 
„ whatever is deareſt to me; and if 
10 one ſigh could ſave my children con- 
« trary to thy Almighty a wg 1 | would 
© not eg 
+ Before you receive this letter ur 
dear children will be either dead, or out 
WEL | of 
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of danger. Should your Stew be in any; 
1 hope you will not conceal-it from her, 

but procure her every ſpiritual aſſiſtance. 
This ſhould not be deferred till the laſt 
moments, for it is a ſpecies of cruelty 
to deceive a ſick perſon, and they cans 
not be too ſoon appriſed of their ſtate 
to prepare them for the awful 1 
eat... g 
To the uneafineſs. I feel about our 

dear patients, is joined anxiety for you 
from the fatigue you muſt undergo, and 
likewiſe for the Marquis. What an 
immenſity of grief are our hearts capa- 
ble of containing! and how quickly 
would a helpleſs mortal ſink under its 
weight, unleſs ſupported in a peculiar 
manner by Providence. I hope you 
will leſſen my anguiſh by ſending me 

an expreſs with the account of your pa- 
tients; till when I ſhall inceſſantly re- 
peat : Lord, if it be poſlible, let this 

* cup: paſs from me”; ere, not 

* my: ill, but thine be done? t 
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My "Wt, Mother, . mo 


W HEN I wrote to you lad, 1 I thought 
1 had ſuffered all a being could 

affer without expiring under it: but. 

my grief was nothing in compariſon to 

| that I have felt for three days paſt. My 

poor ſiſter has been upon the brink of 

the grave, and the hardeſt heart would 


| Have melted at the fight of her terrible 


ſufferings during four and twenty hours. 
The. ſmall-pox went on as well as poſ- 
Able till the ſeventh day; ſhe was co- 
. vered from head to foot, and her eyes 
had been cloſed two days. Towards 
the end of the ſeventh day repeated 
faintings came on; theſe were/ſucceeded 
by convulſions, and the whole night 
Vas paſſed in this manner. About five 
o'clock in the morning our good | 
N 2 


08 3¹3 y 
man "IE? me not to be alarmed, that 


. diſorder was of the 3 fort, but 


1 dls man. a a le of yung 


's beet, to whom ſhe likewiſe 


| withſtanding my confidence-in this 


7 ber danger, but ſhe prevented me. 
The proſpect of eternity into which ſhe 
e about to enter, impreſſed 
, ene dat, lived in in- 


3 thought herſelf ſo criminal in 
the ſight of God, that it. was with Ge 


an oppreſſive; weight 


| a ee What can If: po 


dr the 


aid ſhe, { when be 
7 ard bY 
e been 


* ſhe faſtened to the bottom as 
wine and the! 1 IC ; Wits 


man, I was going to appriſe my Ader 


ideas. This ; 
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ee Ned trimug does-that workt 
bo. appear ar aich have-forardenly 
loved! Con bl 
une 
hat an- Altered 
it Hf earthly" bein 
y Hheurt; it was 


ald have Hherif | 


ce the rage. 
„ Seeg eee In this fate 
we coftänted o . whole days; dune 
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called 10 unknow 


repeated every twelve hours with the 
greateſt poſſible/precaution. The perſon 
who took them off was obliged, to ſtuff 
{handkerchief ſteeped in. fira g vinegar 
u her noſe, and to:fwallow ſome the. 


rue, but this ſcarce preſerved her from 


fainting with the horrid: ſmell. The 


from getting up into the head, which 
might elſe form an abſceſs there, and 


the doctor confirmed her aſſertion. In 
fine, the Almighty has granted; us the ; 


| life of this dear ſiſter; ſhe is pronounced 


— wa 


ont of danger. though they fay' The wil 


culatly is greatly injured; ſhe. ders 


not repine in- the leaſt, but refigns her 
beauty to God Wilka egurage that both 
ſurpriſes ant charmse us. My fen n 
longer keeßs ig bell, Hor Will he Be 


103 1 P 2 . marked, 


old woman ſaid it prevented the venom 


Hat to the his 2 
woman, ſtaid by her likewiſe the whole 
Rei theugb without ventuting any re - 
moeckies. The application of ſnails was 
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disfigured; one of ler eyes 
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bouſe with his ther They leſt zot ding 
ntried to get me away from. my liter, J 
but it would have been the height of bar- 
barity to have leſt her. God has blel 
my reſolution, for notwithiſtanding my 
ſatigue I am wonderfully: well. In my 
next 1 hope to fend you word of her 


1 entire recovery, which hope is founded 
EY on the: n in the een our 
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The Aae er to » the preceding. 


1 ADMI ADMIRE. our courage, my dear 
vv child;: mine Was nearly overcome 
upon reading your letter, and, in ſpite of 
its comfortable concluſion, I ſhall not be 
4 entirely eaſy till I receive a ſocond con- 13 
fiemation. I admire the goodneſb of 
Game this Gear PAR: | 


keis ger 


% 


BE 


* 8 0 


ger has opened her eyes to the great 


truths of ſalvation, which uſually make 
but a feeble impreſſion on perſons of 
her age. IEF think themſelves en- 
titled to God's indulgence if they avoid 
any flagrant crimes, and ſuperficially - 


| fulfil the duties of religion, and with a 
heart devoted to the world, their lips 
pronounce ſome form of prayer, without 


attention, without reverence, and with- 
out devotion. But when the torch of 
death flaſhes the light of conviction on 


our minds, we behold things in their 
true colours, as this beloved child juſtly 
obſerved. Happy they who feel, during 
the remainder of their lives, the full force 

of this ſalutary light! At the moment 


the ſoul is, as it were, confounded and 
annihilated by it, but how greatly i is it 
ſtrengthened and benefited ſor ever after! 
The remembrance of thoſe truths, diſ- 
covered to our child by the near pro- 
ppect of deatlr, will never be obliterated 
* her ; but will prove a 
1 | " 3 


— 


make it the fu 
At a more advanced age our good ſtate 3 


vden 1 7 dat dme obief cauſe ns our 


errors ſprings from the ſolicitude with 


which we avoid all thoughts of death; * 
wie delude ourſelves as to its approach. 
In youth we ſuppoſe it at ſo remote a 
diſtance, that we imagine it too ſoon to 
bjed of our meditations.” 


of health is ſufficient. ſecurity, or we 
flatter ourſelves we may live as long 


4 as ſuch an one has done, and even 


in ſpite of fickneſs and old age, death 
comes þ dae unſoreſeen and unex - 
pected. It was this conſideration in- 
end me to bring you up in the habit 
af allotti ng a quarter of an bour every. 
morning to aſk yourſelf this queſtion; 
In what manner ſhould I paſs this day, 


5 were I certain it was to be my laſt? Ar 


friend of mine, whom I aſſured a little 


time ago, that you never miſſed applying 


to yourſelf this queſtion, replied, that 
Sh” - . e 7 n 


6 


ſhe could not- -conveive how 75 With en 
thoughts conſtantly in ydur mind, you 
eval preſerve your gaiety, and have 
any enjoyment of life. It would abſo- 
lately turn my brain, added ſne. What 
an illufton! Is death itſelf then To for- 
midable? Where is the. truveller wh 

Kere long and wearifome Journey, does 
not anxiouſly wiſh for the moment Has. 
is to reſtore him to his native country? 
What is the charm that attaches us to 
life? We are wretched priſoners, borne. 
down with the weight of our chains, 
and yet we love them. But if death 
be- not terrible, its conſequences are; 
they are intended to preſerve a ſalutary 
fear in our minds; this my friend al- 
ledged to juſtify her apprehenſions of 
it: and for whom are the conſequences 
of death ſo diſmal and terrific for thoſe 
who live as though they never were to 
die. A child that is fondly cheriſhed 
by its father does not dread his preſence, 5 

h * he lives in the conſtant practice of 
| 05 5 * „ con- 


« " 0 3 he 


ati to his will. The faults that 


have ariſen from human weaknefs only 
cauſe he knows the 
ggoodneſs of this indulgent parent. And 
what more effectual means can be ſound 
to make us keep the commandments of 
our heavenly parent, than to perſuade . 


do not alarm him, bec 


ourſelves each day, that we may ere 


- night be ſummoned to render up an ac- 


count of our actions to him? 


een en 
ts in loſing ber beauty without a mur- | 


mur, equals- your's. Perſonal charms 
are the idol of our ſex, and to be mſen- 
fible to their loſs requires a high ſenſe 


of religion, or much greatneſs of ſoul. : 
I truſt ſhe will continue in. this can 5 


ſition. 
Your good 3 8 8 is no 


Fe to me: it is uſed with ſucceſs in 
all malignant fevers, and I am perſuaded 
that in the ſmall pox the principal care 
is to keep the venom from the lungs by 
theriae, | and keep up the patient's 
4ͤö/  _ 


| 
| 
| 


(897). 
. Arength to _— her to throw it out. 
Common people are often more ſkilful 
in ente than the moſt able phyſi - 
cians. I remember a circumſtance that 
happened in my laſt journey to, Paris, 
and which was inſerted in the Emory i 
of the Academy. 0 
oo gardener's wife was We 17 me 
ſmall. pox the day after her Iying-in, 
which of courſe obliged them to leave 
nature to herſelf. The ſmall pox came 
out extremely well, and covered her en- 
tirely, when ſhe found means to elude 
the vigilance of thoſe about her, ran to 
the bottom of the garden, and threw 
herſelf into a well. You know in ſam- 
mer well water is exceſſive cold; ſhe 
was up to the neck in it, and they con- 
ſequently regarded her as a dead Woman. 


They endeavoured, however, to get her 


out, and for this purpoſe ber huſband 
deſcended. into the well, but had no 
ſooner. reached about half way down 


than his ladder gave way, and in the 
. 2 fall 


> ; 


5 5 = 1 . wy | x * 322 
dull he broke a leg and an 


time elapſed before another 3 + 


be procured, -and while they were faſ- 


' tening it to the fide of the well, one of | 


theſe women paſſed by whom they call 


$2] furs griſes, and who have the care ies 


the fick poor. Seeing a great crowd 
affembled, the inquired into the occafion 
of it, and every informed, ſhe haſtened 


to the woman's houſe, ſent for % 
buckets full of brandy, into which ſhe 
ſteeped two ſheets. By this time the 


woman was brought home, as clean and 


white as a pearl, and perfectly ſenſeleſs: 
ſhe had her wrapped up in the ſheets, 
and the doctors who were called in, 


declared it was the only way to ſave her. 


Sure enough in a little time ſhe reco- : 
vered her ſenſes, calling out that ſhe | 


was in a fire: in half an hour's time'the 


ſmall pox again made it appearance, 
and in three hours after ſhe was in the 


_ fame ſituation as before ſhe threw. her- 


* 


| ; has 
— 55 14 1 , IT P 
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ſelf into. well. She is ſtill alive, and 


| 
| 


mn) 


has Herſelf related e fac to __ 
E . 7 > 
I quote this i to prove, that 
in ſome diſorders experience and ſtrict 
attention to nature is all. that is re- 
quiſite. | 1 | 
Be aſſurẽd, my dear child, ff | fhall 
never forget your generous kindneſs in 
1 your life to the care of your 
= | ſiſter, and I truſt ſhe will be truly grate- 
ful for it. Embrace your good woman 
for me, as alſo your ſon and the Mar- 


quis, when r are nen to 10 | 
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2 From the Morchionef of 4 to Madane 
a SOS ds Monrirg. ens. 


| | My deareſt Mother, i ee 
| —=— the affliction that has preyed upon 

| us for ſome time paſt has ſucceeded, 
through the Lord's mercy, the moſt ec- 


Lomas wat My ſiſter is not only reco- 
= - - 45 15 Yer, 


 vered, 1 as is in ehh 88d ne 
= is quit for the loſs of her beauty, which 
is greatly impaired. The day before. 
yeſterday, ſhe was tranſported to anot her 
. where we all once more reaſ- 
ſembled; and while we were enjoying ; 
the delights of our reunion, a ſeryant. 
| came and informed the Marquis a friend 
was below who wiſhed to ſpeak with | 
IH him. forget whether I told you 
that he had written to the Count, in- 
forming him of a very advantageous 
match that had offered for my ſiſter, and 
that notwithſtanding her refuſal of it, ge 
was determined to uſe his authority if 
he would releaſe him from the promiſe 
he had exacted, not to marry her before 
the expiration of a year. At this intel- 
li gence the Count ſolicited leave of ab- 
ſence ſor three months, ſet off poſt, and 
is juſt arrived at our houſe. After the 
firſt ſalutations, he aſked the Marquis 
if he would permit him to add the title 


of, brother to that of A ee had 
4 Sd a 


„ 

ſo long united them, by granting him 
M./[ʒtilda's hand. Theſe words, which 
at another time would have afforded the 
Marquis the ſincereſt joy, now gave 
him pain, and he fighed without utter- 
ing a word. The Count alarmed, 
ceagerly inquired the cauſe: his friend 
told him he would no longer find Ma- 
tilda. © Is ſhe dead? Is ſhe married? 

_ demanded the other, faltering with ap- 
prehenſion — * Neither the one nor the | | 
ct other,” rejoined the Marquis, but 
« the ſmall pox has fo dreadfully disfi- 
4 gured her, that you will hardly know 
her again. Lou give me "new 


| DS exclaimed the Count. That PS. 


ce e ruel diſorder has: no power over the a 
« mind, and they are your ſiſter s mental 
* qualities that have won my affec- 
& tions. Lead to me to her inftantly, 1 

intreat you.“ They delibgrated ſome 
time; Teſt his ſudden appearance ſhould' - 

have a bad effect on the convaleſcent; 
but at length they agreed it was better 
lei 98 for 
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FFB 
* enn him at. once than be Bar | 
| riod by ulelots | reparations.” The Mar. 
quis entered: the room firſt, and the 
| ASSERTION my fifter's feet before:ſhe © = 
perceived him. Her firſt; impulſe was 
to hicle her face with her hands; but the: 
Count aſfured her his heart would have 
_ recogniſed ther in dpite of the alteration! 
of men hon dan come to 
E ary Fant imftast the. — 
ee fa vour. 4 I 
1 marwed, .addec he, ff. that the 
| 4 los of. n ee e demopſtrate 
'< the fincerity and the nature af 08623 
_ 4jachment; mid happy beziond 5 
ion that I nn now. repay ae G. 
c fices you have made for mm. 


I ſtood motionleſs, as 90 as my | X 


ſiſter, during this ſpeech; and in my 
exceſs of joy embraced him with the 
heart felt ſatisfaction that I was no longer 

under the neceſſity of concealing all the 
om” and eſteem T felt for him. What 
555 happineſs 


. „„ 
happineſs for the Marquis thus to con- 
firm the bands of friendſhip that already 13 
united him to this worthy man! How ' Þ 
infinitely m aſt my ſiſter's regard for him 
be augmented by the circumſtances 
under which he offers her his hand ! J / 
can conceive no carthly bliſs equal to 
tides I have left him with my ſiſter, 
and at his requeſt haſten to write vou 
this letter, which he will ſend you by an 
expreis. He conjures you not to retard 


his happineſs, and as I know your ſenti W 
ments of him, I have no doubt but vou 
with comply with his impatience.) An: 
my dear mother, how wonderful is the 
nn. heart! A fortnight. fnce mine 

was immerſed in woe; could I have | 
_ thought it poſſible it would be ever too 1 
 fmall to Lontain ie eee ** Fl "Fa 


- 
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rr done us by the Count, will. 
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Ho denden dast are the bee 


unlooked-for conſolation. 1 fully ex- 


perience your ſituation ; „L participate 
in your fiſter's happineſs, and all our 


Wa is ſo great that it appears like a 


All. — father, ſenſible to the 


himſelf: be the bearer of our conſent: L 
would gladiy accompany him, but our 
giniquite.my preſence here for ſome. 


would be my delight at witneſſin; g.the 


_ union of two perſons ſo dear to me, 1 


would by no means deſer their felicity. 


How will the momeets ſeem to creep | 
till I once again embrace you, my child! 


and may, impaticnce i is not leſs to become 


- 


— 


8 1 * 5 


God! my beloved child. He : Wie 
tempers the afflictions of this life with 5 


annot ſet out before the end 
* the Wenn Let nothing be delayed 
on that account: bow great ſoever 


4 


acquainted with my two ſons- in- la y. 


After contemplating the happineſs of 
my family, I ſhall cheerfully ſay with 
the holy Simeon, my ſoul can now de - 
part in peace. How wonderful are the 
ways of God, and the road by which he 
has conducted us to our preſent bliſs ! 
Loſſes, which appeared irrecoverable, 


had reduced our houſe to the loweſt | 


ebb: the Almighty has reſtored it by 
means which no human prudence could 
| have foreſeen : but remember, my 
deareſt child, the hand that can exalt 
can alſo abaſe. Reſpecting | future 


events, let us maintain an implicit re- | 


fignation to his will: let us not loſe 
fight of the duſt from which he had 
raiſed us, and let us be ready to return 
to it without a murmur whenever it 
ſhall be conformable to his wiſe deſigns? 


— 


That All-gracious Being is my witneſs 


n 1 eber in Hows you's ano of my | 


the recompents of er virtue, — 


Count 
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Count Marr Have e 
cealvd from you their Ilberality to us 
© They\ have provided magnificentiy for 
the expeniſes of our journey, which they 
did not tell bu of, as meaning to ſur-. 
- ptiſe- you, and have preſented your two 
brothers with ums lufficient to purchaſe 
eacts of them a compafy. Aſſure them 
of my . 1,020 T* am enabled to de 
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— een ths Aborwhionet's ft 1 7% 
Madame du: Montier and the. following. Fo 
fud, by the dates, an interval of fourticn 
months... This 10 doubt wwas the time Ma- 
dame du Montier em with. ter daughter, 
en as. in the Jolowing, letters the Mar- 

huonefs's. fifter is Hyled Countef 6 it is to 
; fuppoſed . her marriage was: cel, ebra ted 
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ollows, that tlie Margu 
; months, from which it 
canjectured that the Kin 0 Sardinia had "SY 
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